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P u r s u a n t  t o  n o t i c e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o f  th e  

L o u i s i a n a  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  Com m ission con v en ed  a t  

7 :00  p .m . , on Monday, O c to b e r  2 3 ,  19 78, i n  t h e  M u n ic ip a l  

A u d i to r iu m ,  L a f a y e t t e ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  D oyle  B e r r y , C ha irm an , 

p r e s i d i n g .

PRESENT WERE:

DOYLE BERRY, C hairm an 

DONALD F. WILLS, V ice  C hairm an 

MARC DUPUY, Member 

J .  C. GILBERT, Member 

JEAN LAPEYRE, Member 

H. CLAY LUTTRELL, Member 

CHARLES RIGGS, Member 

J .  BURTON ANGELLE, S e c r e t a r y

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: I  w an t t o  th a n k  a l l  o f  you

p r e s e n t  h e r e  t o n i g h t  f o r  c o m in g . to  t h i s  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g . We 

a r e  h e r e  t o n i g h t  t o  g e t  i n p u t  on t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  i s s u e  and  I  

a s k  t h a t  anyone  who w is h e s  t o  b e  h e a r d  t o n i g h t  t h a t  when you 

come b e f o r e  t h e  m ik e , p l e a s e  s t a t e  y o u r  name and  whom you 

r e p r e s e n t .

DONALD F. WILLE: F o r  anyone  who h a s  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  and

c a r e s  t o ,  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  b e in g  c o n d u c te d  up f r o n t . I f  

you  w ish  t o  b e  h e a r d , p l e a s e  f i l l  o u t  a  c a r d  o r  s l i p  h e r e  so 

t h a t  we w i l l  know to  c a l l  on yo u . We w o u ld  l i k e  you  to



2

p l e a s e , i f  you  c a n , b e a r  w i th  us  on t h i s  t h i n g  b e c a u s e  we 

h a v e  a l o t  o f  p e o p le  t h a t  w an t t o  b e  h e a r d  and  we a r e  g o in g  

t o  a sk  you to  t r y  t o  l i m i t  y o u r  s p e a k in g  t im e .  I f  you  a r e  

f o r  o r  a g a i n s t ,  p l e a s e  g i v e  t h e  m ost d i r e c t  and  d e c i s i v e  

r e a s o n s  f o r  y o u r  p o s i t i o n .  We w ou ld  l i k e  t o  h e a r  i t  and  we 

a r e  t a k i n g  n o t e s  on i t .  I t  w i l l  b e  r e c o r d e d .  We th a n k  you.

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Mr. Y ancey.

RICHARD YANCEY: Thank y o u , Mr. B e r r y .  I 'm  R ic h a r d

Y ancey. The p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  h e a r i n g  t o n i g h t  i s  f o r  t h e  Com

m is s i o n  to  h e a r  w h a t  you  h a v e  to  s a y  a s  t o  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  you 

f e e l  t h i s  y e a r ' s  s t e e l  s h o t  h u n t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  s h o u ld  be  

c o n t i n u e d  o r  w h e th e r  t h e y  s h o u ld  b e  d i s c o n t i n u e d  f o r  t h e  1978- 

1979 s e a s o n .

We r e c e i v e d  a w i r e  from  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  U. S. F i s h  

a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  w h ich  s t a t e s  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  s t a t e  a p p ro v e s  

t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b e  

e n f o r c e d  by  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  U. S. F i s h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  

So, t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h e  Com m ission h a s  i s  t o  d e c id e  w h e th e r  

i t  w is h e s  t o  r e s c i n d  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  h av e  

b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  1978-79 

s e a s o n  o r  w h e th e r  i t  w is h e s  t o  go a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  

t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  U. S. F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  t h a t  t h e  

Commission a g a i n  r e a f f i r m  i t s  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s  s t e e l  

s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  w h e th e r  t h e  Com m ission w is h e s  t o  t a k e  no 

a c t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  U. S. F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  So, t h e r e f o r e ,
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Che p u rp o s e  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g  i s  t o  h e a r  w ha t you h av e  to  s a y ,  

p r e s e n t  any s t a t e m e n t s  y o u  w is h  t o  make a n d  th e n  t h e  Commis

s i o n  w i l l  make up i t s  m ind a s  t o  w ha t a c t i o n  i t  w i l l  t a k e  a t  

a  m e e t in g  t h a t  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  B a ton  Rouge on W ednesday 

m o rn in g  a t  1 1 :0 0  a .m .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. Y ancey.

MR. J .  BURTON ANGELLE: Good e v e n in g ,  l a d i e s  and  g e n t le m e n .

I  am B u r t  A n g e l l e , S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm en t  o f  W i l d l i f e  and  

F i s h e r i e s .

I  w ould  l i k e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t o  you  o u r  Com m ission M embers. 

S t a r t i n g  a t  my l e f t  n e x t  t o  Mr. Yancey i s  Mr. Marc Dupuy from  

A v o y e l le s  P a r i s h ,  town o f  M a r k s v i l l e .  N ex t t o  h im  i s  Don W i l l e ,  

p r e s e n t l y  s e r v i n g  a s  V ice  C hairm an  o f  t h e  Com m ission , from  

B o s s i e r  C i ty .  I 'm  g o in g  t o  s k i p  o v e r  t h i s  l i t t l e  f e l l o w  f o r  a 

m in u te .  Over t o  my r i g h t  i s  fo rm e r  S t a t e  S e n a to r  and  R e p r e s e n t 

a t i v e  and now s e r v i n g  on o u r  C om m ission—Mr. Sonny G i l b e r t ,  

f rom  S i c i l y  I s l a n d ,  L o u i s i a n a .  Mr. H. C lay  L u t t r e l l ,  fo rm e r  

C hairm an o f  t h e  Com m ission , from  B uckeye , L o u i s i a n a .  Mr. J e a n  

L a p e y r e , from  Houma, L o u i s i a n a , and  you  s p e l l  i t  " H - o - u - m - a " , 

and  t o  my r i g h t ,  Mr. C h a r le s  R ig g s ,  f ro m  H a c k b e r r y ,  L o u i s i a n a .  

P r e s e n t l y  s e r v i n g  a s  o u r  C ha irm an , Mr. D oyle  B e r r y , f rom  

B e rw ic k ,  L o u i s i a n a .  T hese  a r e  t h e  men we w i l l  b e  l o o k in g  a t  

on W ednesday, a t  1 1 :0 0  a . m . , f o r  m aking  a d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  w here  

we a r e  g o in g  on  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  v e r s u s  l e a d  s h o t  i s s u e .  Thank 

you.

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  some o f
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o u r  g u e s t s  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  We h av e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R ic h a r d  

Thompson from  C o l f a x ,  L o u i s i a n a .  We h a v e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mike 

Hogan from  s o u th w e s t  L o u i s i a n a .  S e n a to r  Ned R ando lph  from  

A l e x a n d r i a , L o u i s i a n a .  S e n a to r  Knowles f rom  s o u th w e s t  L o u i s i 

a n a .  S e n a to r  Don K e l ly  from  N a t c h i t o c h e s , L o u i s i a n a .  We w an t 

t o  th a n k  t h e  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  S e n a to r s  t h a t  a r e  h e r e  

w i t h  u s  t o n i g h t . Have we o v e r lo o k e d  anyone?  We a l s o  h av e  Mr..' 

P e r r y  W h ite ,  U. S. F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  from  B a ton  Rouge. 

G lad  t o  s e e  y o u , P e r r y .

L e t  me s a y  t h i s .  I 'm  g o in g  t o  a s k  a l l  o f  you  t o  c o n d u c t  

y o u r s e l v e s  a s  g e n t le m e n .  I 'm  s u r e  y o u  w i l l .  When a man i s  

s p e a k in g  l e t  h im  h a v e  h i s  s a y .  D o n ' t  make any  " b o o s"  o r  any 

n o i s e s . Anyone w i s h in g  to  b e  h e a r d  t o n i g h t , we w i l l  t a k e  t im e  

t o  h e a r  you i f  we h a v e  t o  s t a y  u n t i l  d a y l i g h t . The Commission 

w i l l  s t r i c t l y  be  t a k i n g  i n p u t  and  we a r e  n o t  a s k i n g  any  q u e s t i o n s  

We a r e  h e r e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  b o t h  s i d e s  and  from  t h i s  i n p u t  we h av e  

to  make up o u r  own m inds b e tw e e n  now an d  11 o ' c l o c k  W ednesday 

m o rn in g  on how we w an t  t o  v o t e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e . So , I  a s k  you 

p l e a s e  no c a t c a l l s ,  w h i s t l e s ,  n o i s e s .  Mr. Y ancey.

MR. RICHARD YANCEY: Thank y ou , Mr. B e r r y . We h a v e  a

p ro g ram  t o n i g h t  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two p a r t s . The f i r s t  p a r t , w i l l  

b e  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  f o r  e v e ry o n e  t h a t  i s  p r e s e n t  h e r e  

and  w i l l  c o v e r  a b o u t  3 o r  4 d i f f e r e n t  t o p i c s .  One w i l l  r e l a t e  

t o  t h e  d i s e a s e  a s p e c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  and  j u s t  

how l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  w orks  on w a t e r f o w l .  T h is  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  

b e  made by  Dr. M i l to n  F r i e n d .  He i s  w i t h  t h e  U. S. F i s h  and
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W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  o u t  o f  M ad iso n , W is c o n s in , an d  i s  th e  

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  W i l d l i f e  D is e a s e  P rogram  f o r  t h e  F i s h  and  

W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  We h a v e  w i t h  us  Bob 

Sm ith  who i s  i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  p ro g ra m  f o r  t h e  U. S. 

F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e . He w i l l  p r e s e n t  f o r  you  i n f o r m a t i o n  

t h e y  h a v e  on t h e  im p a c ts  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  on  t h e  w a te r f o w l  

r e s o u r c e  a lo n g  w i t h  some i n f o r m a t i o n  on j u s t  how we g o t  w here  

we a r e  now. T h i r d l y ,  w e ' l l  h a v e  w i t h  u s  Tom R o s t e r  who h a s  

b e e n  w i th  t h e  O regon I n s t i t u t e  o f  T e c h n o lo g y .  He i s  a u t h o r  

o f  a  g r e a t  num ber o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on b a l l i s t i c s , b a r r e l  

damage and  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  

w a t e r f o w l .  And, l a s t l y , we h a v e  Hugh B atem an, who i s  a  w a t e r -  

fow l b i o l o g i s t  f o r  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r tm en t  o f  W i l d l i f e  and  

F i s h e r i e s .  He w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  you i n f o r m a t i o n  we h a v e  on th e  

h i s t o r y  and  p ro b le m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  i n  w a t e r -  

fow l h e r e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  To s t a r t  t h i s  o f f ,  we h av e  a  t e n -  

m in u te  f i l m  t h a t  was made up b y  th e  U. S . F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  

S e r v i c e  and  i t  i s  e n t i t l e d  "A C l o s e r  L o o k ."  We w ou ld  l i k e  to  

s t a r t  w i t h  t h a t  t e n - m in u t e  f i l m  and  t h e n  we w i l l  h a v e  t h i s  

p a n e l  o f  s p e a k e r s  make t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  We t h i n k  t h e s e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a r e  g o in g  t o  p r o b a b l y  a n sw e r  a  l o t  o f  q u e s t i o n s  

t h a t  many o f  you  h av e  i n  y o u r  m in d s .  F o l lo w in g  t h i s  i n f o r 

m a t i o n a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m , t h e  f l o o r  w i l l  b e  o p e n ed  up 

f o r  any  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  comments t h a t  anyone  w is h e s  t o  make and  

reco m m en d a tio n s  a s  t o  w h a t  a c t i o n s  you t h i n k  t h e  Commission 

s h o u ld  t a k e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i t  i s  g o in g  to



6

make when i t  m ee ts  W ednesday m o r n in g . So, t o  b e g in  w i t h ,  P a u l  

J a c k s o n ,  one o f  t h e  W i l d l i f e  E d u c a t io n  S p e c i a l i s t s  f o r  th e  

D e p ar tm en t  w i l l  show t h i s  b r i e f  t e n - m in u t e  f i l m .

(FILM IS SHOWN)

MR. YANCEY: Thank yo u , P a u l .  L e a d in g  o f f  i n  t h e  p a n e l

o f  s p e a k e r s ,  i s  Dr. M i l to n  F r i e n d  a n d , a s  I  s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  h e  i s  

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  d i s e a s e  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  U. S . F i s h  and  

W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  o u t  o f  M ad ison , W is c o n s in .  He h a s  some s l i d e s  

t o  show and  some i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  g iv e  t o  y o u  w h ich  I  t h i n k  w i l l  

h e l p  c l e a r  up some o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  

and  t h e  d i s e a s e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p ro b le m . Dr. F r i e n d .

DR. MILTON FRIEND: I 'm  g l a d  t o  b e  h e r e  and  w i l l  t r y  to

s h a r e  some o f  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  you  a b o u t  t h i s  p ro b le m . I ' d  

l i k e  t o  m e n t io n  t h a t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  w h a t  I  was g o in g  t o  sa y  i s  

i n  t h e  m ovie  h e r e  a n d  I ' l l  j u s t  e l a b o r a t e  on t h o s e  p o i n t s .

What I  hope  to  do i s  j u s t  p r o v i d e  you  w i t h  some b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  

t h a t  may f o r m u la te  some q u e s t i o n s  f o r  y o u  l a t e r .  I  w ou ld  be  

g l a d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h o s e  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .  I f  I  c o u ld  

h a v e  t h e  l i g h t s  o f f .  I ' l l  go r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s l i d e s .  I  w ou ld  

l i k e  t o  as  I  s t a r t  i n d i c a t e  w ha t o u r  l a b o r a t o r y  i s  a l l  a b o u t .

The N a t i o n a l  F i s h  an d  W i l d l i f e  H e a l t h  Lab was p u t  t o g e t h e r  

i n  1975 t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  s e r v i c e  w i t h  a  means o f  a s s e s s i n g  w i l d 

l i f e  m o r t a l i t y  and  h e l p i n g  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  l o s s e s  t h a t  we d o n ' t  

h a v e  t o  e n d u re .  Most o f  t h e  w ork  we do i s  w i t h  m i g r a t o r y  b i r d s .  

We s e r v e  th e  e n t i r e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  we a r e  n o t  l o c a l  i n  te rm s
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o f  j u s t  W is c o n s in .  Our p ro b le m s  a r e  v a r i e d  b u t  t h e  t h i n g  we 

h a v e  s e e n  m ost s i n c e  we h a v e  b e e n  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i s  l e a d  p o i s o n 

in g  as  a  c o n s t a n t  p ro b le m  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a p p e a r i n g  i n  v e r y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  num bers o f  w a te r f o w l  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .

Now I ' l l  t r y  t o  to u c h  q u i c k l y  on t h i n g s  t h a t  we s e e .

T h is  i s  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  and  t h i s  i s  w ha t i t  lo o k s  l i k e .  I  

th ro w  i n  a few o f  t h e s e  s l i d e s  b e c a u s e  I  a lw ay s  g e t  t h i s  

q u e s t i o n .  Duck h u n t e r s  w i l l  s a y  "w hat does i t  lo o k  l i k e  i n  

t h e  f i e l d . "  The h a t c h e t  b r e a s t  i s  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  we m ost 

o f t e n  s e e  when a  b i r d  i s  v e r y  s e v e r e l y  d e b i l i t a t e d .  The b i r d s  

h a v e  a  g r e a t  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  f l y .  You can  a p p ro a c h  them  q u i t e  

c l o s e l y .  I f  t h e  b i r d  does become a i r  b o r n e ,  i t  may f l y  50 y d s . ,  

100 y d s . ,  and  s i t s  down. T hese  b i r d s  v e r y  o f t e n  a r e  m is ta k e n  

f o r  c r i p p l e d  b i r d s .  We h a v e  c o l l e c t e d  a  num ber o f  su c h  b i r d s  

a n d  i n  a lm o s t  a l l  c a s e s  t h e y  a r e  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  v i c t i m s .  I n  

f a c t ,  we have  h a d  a s tu d y  g o in g  on in .  H o r ic o n  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  

R efuge  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  We h a v e  b e e n  l o o k in g  a t  s o -  

c a l l e d  " c r i p p l i n g  l o s s "  and  we a r e  f i n d i n g  o u t  t h a t  a b o u t  25 

p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  " c r i p p l i n g  l o s s "  i s  i n  e f f e c t  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  

on an a r e a .w h e r e  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  was r e a l l y  n o t  known to  e x i s t .  

Some o f  t h e s e  swans w ere  i n  t h e  m o v ie .  T h is  was t a k e n  i n  t h e  

same l o c a t i o n .  The w in g  d roop  and  v e r y  o f t e n  you  w i l l  s e e  

m i ld  s t a i n i n g  o f  t h e  v e n t .  You r e a l l y  d o n ' t  h av e  t o  h av e  th e  

b i r d s  i n  h a n d .  In  n o r t h e r n  c l i m a t e s  when you  h a v e  an o u t b r e a k  

y o u  can  i d e n t i f y  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  a r e a s  j u s t  by t h e  s t a i n e d  f e c e s  

t h a t  a r e  l a y i n g  a l l  o v e r  t h e  i c e .  Now, when we open a  b i r d
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and  t r y  to  d e te r m in e  w ha t t h e  l e s i o n s  a r e . The b i r d  on t h e  

b o t to m ,  you s e e , h a s  a  l o t  o f  f a t .  The y e l lo w  c o l o r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s k i n .  I t ' s  a  b i r d  t h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  d i e  maybe due to  

c h o l e r a .  The b i r d  on t h e  t o p , you  s e e ,  i s  v e r y  p o o r .  I t ' s  

t o t a l l y  d e v o id  o f  s u b c u ta n e o u s  f a t .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  

l e a d  p o i s o n i n g .  I t  t e n d s  t o  be  a  c h r o n i c ,  w a s t i n g  d i s e a s e  

and  t h a t  c a u s e s  u s  some o f  t h e  p ro b lem s  t h a t  I  w i l l  to u c h  on 

i n  a  m in u te  o r  s o .  O pen ing  t h e  b i r d  u p ,  one  o f t e n  s e e s  an 

e n l a r g e d  g a l l  b l a d d e r ,  t h a t  g r e e n  t h i n g  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m id d le  

i n s i d e  t h e  g i z z a r d ,  and  when y o u  lo o k  a t  t h e  g i z z a r d  you  w i l l  

f i n d  t h a t  t h e  g i z z a r d  p a d  i s  g r e e n  s t a i n e d  and  you may o r  may 

n o t  s e e  l e a d  s h o t  t h e r e .  P a r a l y s i s  i s  a l s o  v e r y  common and  

w h a t  h a p p en s  i s  t h a t  l e a d  s a l t s  g e t  i n t o  t h e  s y s te m  and you 

g e t  p a r a l y s i s  o f  t h e  g i z z a r d .  The m u s c le s  d o n ' t  w ork  any  more 

so  fo o d  d o e s n ' t  p a s s .  The b i r d  i s  h u n g ry  s i n c e  n o t h i n g  i s  p a s s 

in g  i n t o  t h e  i n t e s t i n e s . He i s  n o t  g e t t i n g  any  n u t r i e n t s  b u t  

k e e p s  e a t i n g  and  s i n c e  t h e  g i z z a r d  i s n ' t  g r i n d i n g  h i s  fo o d  

down and  p a s s i n g  t h e  fo o d ,  i t  t e n d s  t o  b a c k  u p .  H ere  y o u  se e  

t h e  a c t i o n  o f  c o m  on a m a l l a r d .  I t ' s  g o in g  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  

g i z z a r d  and  t h e n  b a c k  up t o  t h e  b i l l .  H e r e ' s  one  on t h e  swan, 

one  on t h e  snow g o o s e . They come i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s p e c i e s  and  

a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  te rm s  o f  w h a t  i s  i n  t h e r e . You may 

o r  may n o t  f i n d  l e a d  s h o t  i n  t h e  g i z z a r d .  The f i n d i n g  o f  l e a d  

s h o t  i n  t h e  g i z z a r d  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i a g n o s t i c .  The a b s e n c e  

o f  i t  i n  t h e  g i z z a r d  i s  n o t  d i a g n o s t i c .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  

t h a t  l e a d  s h o t  d o e s n ' t  c a u se  a  p ro b le m  u n t i l  i t  i s  g ro u n d  down.
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But once  i t  i s  g ro u n d  down, i t ' s  c h an g e d  i n t o  l e a d  s a l t s  w hich  

g e t s  i n t o  t h e  b i r d ' s  b l o o d  and  i s  c a r r i e d  i n t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  

t h e  b o d y . Now t h e s e  p e l l e t s  a r e  v e r y  h a r d  t o  f i n d .  They a r e  

f l a t ,  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  t h i n  w a f e r s . They a r e  v e r y  s m a l l  i n  s i z e .  

I t ' s  when t h e y  g e t  t o  t h i s  fo rm  t h a t  t h e y  c a u se  p ro b le m s  f o r  

t h e  b i r d .  Now, m o s t ,  I ' l l  s a y  any  t r a i n e d  w a te r f o w l  b i o l o g i s t  

c an  make a p r e t t y  good e v a l u a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  He i s  g o in g  to  

be  957o c e r t a i n  t h a t  i n  f a c t  h e  h a s  a  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  c a s e .  U s ing  

t h e s e  k i n d  o f  f a c t o r s  and  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  b i r d s , 

n o rm a l  b i r d s ,  and  b i r d s  t h a t  h a v e  d i e d  from  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  

c o n d i t i o n s .  We a lw a y s  l i k e  f o r  b i r d s  t o  come i n t o  t h e  l a b o r a 

t o r y  t o  r u n  b l o o d  a n a l y s i s  on t h e  l i v e r  and  t h e  b lo o d  t o  d e t e r 

m ine i f  i n  f a c t  t h i s  i s  a  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  c a s e  b a s e d  on w h a t  we 

s e e  c l i n i c a l l y .  T h is  i s  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  t h e  b i r d  when i t  goes 

th r o u g h  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g .  What I ' v e ,  done i s  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  and  b o i l  i t  down i n t o  a  t y p i c a l  b i r d .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h i s  i s  a  t y p i c a l  i d e a l  c a s e .  The b i r d  i n g e s t s  t h e  l e a d  s h o t  

w h i l e  he  i s  f e e d i n g  on  t h e  f i r s t  d a y .  I t  t a k e s  a  few days f o r  

t h e  g i z z a r d  t o  g r i n d  down t h i s  l e a d  s h o t  and  f o r  t h e  l e a d  to  

b e  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  l e a d  s a l t s  w h ich  g e t  i n t o  t h e  b l o o d .  The 

maximum c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e a d  now g e t s  i n t o  t h e  b lo o d  and 

i s  c a r r i e d  to  p l a c e s  w here  i t ' s  g o in g  t o  do t h e  d a m a g e - -a b o u t  

3 t o  10 d a y s .  So, d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  week now we s t a r t  t o  g e t  

t h i s  p a r a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d i g e s t i v e  t r a c t  and  t h o s e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  I  

showed you  s t a r t  t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  The b i r d  becom es d e p r e s s e d  

and  d o e s n ' t  f e e l  v e r y  w e l l .  He w i th d ra w s  from  th e  r e s t  and
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t h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  p ro b le m s  i n  te rm s  o f  d e t e c t i n g  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  

i n  th e  f i e l d .  The ty p e  o f  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  saw e a r l i e r  i n  

t h e  m ovie  w i th  l o t s  o f  dead  b i r d s  l y i n g  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e  i s  

n o t  u s u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e . The p ro b le m  w i t h  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  i s  

t h a t  i t  i s  a  c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e .  You l o s e  a few b i r d s  t o d a y ,  a 

few  b i r d s  tom orrow , and  t h i s  c o n t i n u e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  h u n t i n g  

s e a s o n .  I t  t e n d s  t o  b u i l d  up t h e  l o n g e r  you  a r e  i n t o  t h e  s e a s o n . 

So, y o u  l o s e  t h e s e  b i r d s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  do s e e k  s e c l u s i o n . They 

w i th d ra w ;  t h e y  a r e  p i c k e d  o f f  b y  p r e d a t o r s . They d i e  and  t h e y  

a r e  consumed b y  s c a v e n g e r s . The b i r d  l o s e s  i t s  pow er o f  f l i g h t  i n  

a b o u t  two weeks a n d  t h e n  g o e s  th r o u g h  t h i s  r a p i d  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  b r e a s t  m u s c le s  and  e v e n t u a l l y  w i l l  d i e  i n  a b o u t  t h r e e  

w e e k s .

Now t h i s  i s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  m ost  p e o p l e ,  I  t h i n k ,  h av e  

i n  t h e i r  m in d s . T h is  i s  a  n a t u r a l  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  d i e - o f f  o f  

snow g e e se  i n  S o u th  D a k o ta .  T h is  s t a r t e d  o u t  a s  a  l e a d  p o i s o n 

in g  d i e - o f f  abd  i t  en d ed  up a s  a  c h o l e r a  d i e - o f f .  I ' l l  to u c h  

on  t h a t  i n  a  m i n u t e . The s i t u a t i o n  h e r e  i n  h a n d  i s  t y p i c a l .

T h is  i s  a  u s u a l  s i t u a t i o n . We c o u ld  h a v e  a  s i n g l e  b i r d  t o  d i e  

t o d a y ,  two tom orrow  and  so f o r t h . L e t ' s  go b a c k  t o  t h i s  s i t u a 

t i o n .  When you  s e e  t h i s  k i n d  o f  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  b e  i t  

l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  o r  so m e th in g  e l s e ,  you  may t h i n k  you  h a v e  a 

h u n d re d  dead  b i r d s  o u t  t h e r e . You go a n d  c o u n t  them  and  you 

f i n d  t h a t  you h a v e  a  th o u s a n d  d e ad  b i r d s  o u t  t h e r e .

G e n e r a l l y ,  we a r e  w o rk in g  on t h e  f a c t o r  o f  10 t o  1 and  

we p r e t t y  much a r e  on t a r g e t  on a l l  o f  t h i s . T h is  p a r t i c u l a r  

d i e - o f f  s t a r t e d  o u t  a s  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g . T h re e  d i f f e r e n t  l a b s
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w ere  in v o lv e d  h e r e - - S o u t h  D ako ta  S t a t e ,  o u r  l a b  and  a n o th e r  

l a b .  A l l  came up w i t h  t h e  same c o n c l u s i o n .  L ead  p o i s o n i n g  

was i n  a l l  sa m p le s  t h a t  w ere  s e n t  i n .  We w o n d e red  a b o u t  t h i s  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a s  we w ere  c l e a n i n g  u p .  The s i t u a t i o n  

ch an g e d  v e r y  q u i c k l y  f rom  a 100 p e r  c e n t  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  d i e - o f f  

t o  a  m ixed  p ro b le m , maybe c h o l e r a  and  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g .  I t  

e n d e d  up as  a c h o l e r a  p ro b le m .

The p o i n t  I  w an t t o  make h e r e  i s  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  an  i n t e r 

a c t i o n  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  goes  b ey o n d  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  p a t h  o f  l e a d  

p o i s o n i n g .  L ead  does c a u s e  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  d i s e a s e  p ro b le m s .

T h is  i s  a s p e r g i l l o s i s  i n  Canada g o o s e .  T h is  i s  a  v e r y  common 

c a u s e  o f  m o r t a l i t y  t h a t  we s e e  i n  W is c o n s in  i n  l e a d - p o i s o n e d  

b i r d s .  T h is  i s  a  d i s e a s e  t h a t  o r d i n a r i l y  d o e s n ' t  e f f e c t  b i r d s .  

At l e a s t  i t  d o e s n ' t  k i l l  b i r d s  e x c e p t  when t h e y  g e t  i n t o  m oldy 

g r a i n .  B u t ,  we s e e  t h i s  v e r y  o f t e n  w i t h  l e a d  p o i s o n e d  b i r d s  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e b i l i t a t e d  s t a t e  o f  t h e  b i r d s .  Maybe c h o l e r a  

i s  a n o th e r  s i t u a t i o n  w here  we h a v e  s e e n  a  num ber o f  c a s e s  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  w i th  d i e - o f f s  t h a t  s t a r t e d  o f f  a s  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  and  

t h e n  you g e t  i n t o  t h e  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  e s c a l a t e s  

v e r y  r a p i d l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o n t a g i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e .  Now 

t h e  o t h e r  a s p e c t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o f  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  i s  i f  my 

p e t  L ab ad o r  can  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  a n d  c a t c h  t h e s e  b i r d s .  I t ' s  

e a s y  p r e y  t o  g e t  a  fo x  o r  a n y th in g  e l s e  t o  p i c k  them  o f f .  W e ' l l  

go i n  and  w ork  some o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  a f t e r  t h e  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n s  

and  w e ' l l  v i r t u a l l y  f i l l  a  t r u c k  i n  a c o u p le  o f  h o u r s  w o rk in g  

w i t h  t h e  d o g s . W e've  ru n  t h e s e  b i r d s  t h r o u g h  f l u o r o s c o p e ,  t h e
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k i l l e d  b i r d s ,  and  e x am in ed  them .

In  a l l  c a s e s  we a r e  r u n n in g  i n t o  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  d i e - o f f s  

a f t e r  t h e  s e a s o n  w here  t h e y  a r e  n o t  e a s i l y  d e t e c t e d .  I n  te rm s  

o f  t h e  t o t a l  s c o p e  o f  t h i n g s  t h e  l o s s e s  a r e  v e r y  g r e a t . T hese  

a r e  t h e  l o s s e s  t h a t  h av e  b e e n  p r o j e c t e d .  I  t h i n k  th e y  a r e  

p r o b a b l y  v e r y  r e a l i s t i c .  What t h a t  means t o  you  h e r e  i n  t h e  

M i s s i s s i p p i  F lyw ay . T hese  a r e  f i g u r e s  o f  Dr. B e l l r o s e  who i s  

a  p i o n e e r  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  B ased  on 1960 m a l l a r d  p o p u l a t i o n  d a t a ,  

h e  came up w i t h  an a n n u a l  l o s s  o f  6 3 0 ,0 0 0  m a l l a r d s  p e r  y e a r .

I  f e e l  we can  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  t h i s  l o s s  by  s w i t c h 

in g  away from  l e a d  and  g o in g  t o  s t e e l . R e a l l y , t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s  

i n  y o u r  h a n d s . We a r e  o n ly  h e r e  t o  t r y  and  r e p o r t  to  you  w hat 

we s e e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Thank yo u .

MR. YANCEY: Thank you  v e r y  much, Dr. F r i e n d .  Our n e x t

s p e a k e r  i s  R o b e r t  S m i th . Bob i s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  

p ro g ra m  f o r  t h e  U. S. F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  and  h e  i s  

h e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n  W a sh in g to n .  I  know o f  no o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  

t h e  w i l d l i f e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a t  t h i s  t im e  t h a t  h a s  

h a d  m ore s c a r s  im posed  upon h i s  s k i n  i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  

y e a r s  th a n  Bob h a s . He i s  t h o r o u g h ly  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  how t h i s  

s t e e l  s h o t  p ro g ram  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  w h a t  t h e  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  p r o 

b le m  i s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  H is  t o p i c  w i l l  i n v o lv e  t h e  im p a c ts  o f  

l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  on t h e  N o r th  A m erican  w a te r f o w l  r e s o u r c e  an d  

how we g o t  w here  we a r e  a t  t h i s  t im e .  B ob .

DR. ROBERT SMITH: Thank yo u . I  am g o in g  to  g iv e  you

a l i t t l e  h i s t o r y  on t h i s .  I t  h a s  a  lo n g  and  r a t h e r  c o m p l ic a te d
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h i s t o r y  and  I  am g o in g  t o  t r y  t o  make i t  a s  b r i e f  a s  p o s s i b l e .

B u t , X t h i n k  a l i t t l e  h i s t o r y  i s  i n  o r d e r  h e r e .

M en tion  was made o f  t h e  s tu d y  b y  F ra n k  B e l l r o s e .  P e rh a p s  

t h a t  i s  a  good  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t . T h is  was work done in  t h e  1 9 5 0 ’ s 

b y  t h e  I l l i n o i s  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  S u rv e y  and  i n v o lv e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  .. 

a  s tu d y  o f  a b o u t  4 0 ,0 0 0  g i z z a r d s  c o l l e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s , a b o u t  100 d o s in g  e x p e r im e n t s  w i t h  c a p t i v e  b i r d s ,  

a  d o s in g  e x p e r im e n t  w i t h  w i l d  m a l l a r d s  a n d  r e l e a s i n g  w i l d  

m a l l a r d s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  d o se d  w i t h  l e a d  p e l l e t s .  As i n d i c a t e d  

i n  t h e  s l i d e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  a b o u t  5% o f  th e  m a l l a r d s  

i n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  F lyw ay come down w i t h  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  e a c h  

y e a r . The B e l l r o s e  s t u d y  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  a b o u t  25 o r  30% o f  th e  

b i r d s , m a l l a r d s  f rom  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  F lyw ay , e a t  a t  l e a s t  one  

l e a d  p e l l e t  e a c h  y e a r .  F o l lo w in g  t h a t  s t u d y ,  w h ich  was i n  

1959, t h e r e  was an e f f o r t  t o  d e te r m in e  w h a t  s o r t  o f  n o n - t o x i c  

s h o t  c o u ld  b e  d e v e lo p e d  t o  r e p l a c e  l e a d  and  t h i s  w en t on f o r  

a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s . I t  was c o n d u c te d  b y  t h e  I l l i n o i s  I n s t i t u t e  

o f  T ec h n o lo g y  and  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h a t  work i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

s t e e l  s h o t  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  b e s t  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  l e a d .  About 

1968 some s h o o t i n g  t e s t s  w e re  c o n d u c te d  c o o p e r a t i v e l y  b e tw ee n  

t h e  s e r v i c e  and  i n d u s t r y .  About 2 ,0 0 0  m a l l a r d s  w ere  s h o t  a t  

v a r i o u s  r a n g e s  w i t h  an ounce  o f  s t e e l  and  an o u n ce  and  o n e -  

q u a r t e r  o f  l e a d  and  t h e  l e a d  was s l i g h t l y  more l e t h a l  t h a n  

t h e  s t e e l  b u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere  v e r y  s l i g h t .  F o r e x a m p le , 

a t  40 y d s .  s t e e l ,  t h e  ounce  o f  s t e e l , b a g g e d  71% o f  t h e  b i r d s  

and  t h e  ounce  a n d  a q u a r t e r  o f  l e a d  b a g g e d  75% o f  t h e  b i r d s ,
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I  b e l i e v e .  T h e re  was no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  c r i p p l i n g  l o s s ; h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  w ere  b i r d s  t h a t  w ere  t e t h e r e d  

and  t h e  p a t t e r n s  w ere  c e n t e r e d  so  i t  was n o t  a v e r y  good t e s t  

f o r  f i e l d  p e r f o r m a n c e .  B u t , t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s t e e l  was 

s u r p r i s i n g l y  good c o n s i d e r i n g  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  w e i g h t s .  The 

e a r l y  b a l l a s . t i c s  t e s t s  w e re  v e r y  p r o m is in g  i n  te rm s  o f  s t e e l  

a s  an a l t e r n a t i v e .  About 1970 , a  co m m ittee  was s e t  up to  

e x p l o r e  s t e e l  a s  t h e  a d j u n c t i v e  c h o ic e  and  t h i s  was a  j o i n t  

co m m ittee  composed o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  s e r v i c e  p e o p l e ,  s t a t e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and  i n d u s t r y  p e o p le .  T h is  c o m m i t t e e , one  o f  

t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  t h e y  r e q u e s t e d  was a d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  on l e a d  

p o i s o n i n g  to  d e te r m in e  i f  t h e  w ork  done b y  B e l l r o s e  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  

I l l i n o i s  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  s u r v e y ,  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  

t h e y  e x i s t  t o d a y .  So, t h i s  i s  a b o u t  w h e re  I  becam e in v o lv e d  

i n  i t .  We c o n d u c te d  some e x p e r im e n t s  and  b e g a n  to  c o l l e c t  more 

g i z z a r d s .  T h is  i s  a b o u t  1970 . We exam ined  a b o u t  6 0 ,0 0 0  g i z 

z a r d s  t h a t  we c o l l e c t e d .  A bout 6 0 ,0 0 0  a d d i t i o n a l  g i z z a r d s .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s , w in g s  f ro m  d u cks  w ere  c o l l e c t e d  from  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  '72  and  '7 3  t o  d e te r m in e  t h e  

am ount o f  l e a d  t h a t  was d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h o s e  b o n e s  b e c a u s e  l e a d  

i s  n o t  d e p o s i t e d  i n  m u sc le  t i s s u e  i t  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  b l o o d  and  

i t  t h e n  g oes  i n t o  t h e  l i v e r .  From t h e  l i v e r  i t  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  

b o n e . Bone i s  one o f  t h e  p l a c e s  w h e re  i t  i s  s t o r e d .  So we 

s e l e c t e d  t h e  b o n e  to  exam ine  how much l e a d  was a c t u a l l y  g o in g  

i n t o  t h e  b o d ie s  o f  t h e s e  b i r d s , t h e  t i s s u e s ,  and  com paring  

t h e s e  g i z z a r d  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  7 0 1s w i t h  t h e  g i z z a r d
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c o l l e c t i o n s  e a r l i e r  and  bone  sa m p le s  t h a t  we lo o k e d  a t  i n  th e  

7 0 ' s . I t  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a s c r i b e d  by  t h e  

e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  w e re  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t .  T h e re  was some 

q u e s t i o n  w h e th e r  t h e  l e a d  i n  t h e  b o n e s  came from  t h e  f e e d i n g  

on l e a d  p e l l e t s  o r  came from  some o t h e r  s o u r c e . Of c o u r s e ,  

t h e  r e s u l t i n g  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e d  v e r y  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  l e a d  i n  

t h e  b o n e s  w ere  e l e v a t e d .

The h ig h  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  b o n e s  w ere  coming from  f e e d i n g  

on l e a d  s h o t . T h e re  was no q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h a t  so  t h e  p ro b le m  

d i d  n o t  seem to  b e  much w o r s e .  In  f a c t ,  we fo u n d ,  I  t h i n k ,  i n  

e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  F lyw ay . I f  you  w i l l  lo o k  

a t  t h e  m a l l a r d  b a g  you w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  a b o u t  7% o f  t h e  m a l l a r d s  

t h a t  a r e  b a g g ed  e a c h  y e a r  h av e  one  o r  more s h o t  i n  t h e  g i z z a r d  

a t  t h e  t im e  t h e y  a r e  b a g g e d .  I  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  a l l  

t h e  m a l l a r d s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  j u s t  t h e  o t h e r  

day  and  I  t h i n k  8% o f  them  h a d  s h o t  i n  t h e i r  g i z z a r d s  . So, 

t h e  p ro b lem  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  b e  g e t t i n g  w o r s e - - i t  j u s t  s t a y s  

t h e r e . I t  i s  a lw ay s  t h e r e .  We h av e  fe w e r  b i r d s  now th a n  we 

h a d  i n  th e  5 0 1 s . T h e re  a r e  f e w e r  m a l l a r d s  now th a n  t h e r e  

w ere  i n  t h e  50 *s , s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  f e w e r  m a l l a r d s . So, you  

c a n  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p ro b le m  s t a y s  t h e  same b u t  t h e  ducks  i n  f l i g h t  

a r e  n o t  a s  a b u n d a n t  and  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m a l l a r d s , p i n t a i l s , 

b l a c k  d u c k s , c a n v a s  b a c k s  t h a t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e . In  a b o u t  

1974 , a n o t h e r  p o i n t  I  w an t t o  make on t h i s ,  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  

t h a t  we d id  l e a r n  from  t h e  w ing  bone  s tu d y  i s  t h a t  a s  th e  

a d d i t i o n a l  5 0 ,0 0 0  o r  6 0 ,0 0 0  g i z z a r d s  w ere  c o l l e c t e d  i s  t h a t
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t h i s  p ro b le m  seem s to  e x i s t  t o  some d e g re e  e v e ry w h e re  we 

lo o k e d .  I  was s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h i s . T h ere  a r e  some a r e a s  

w h e re  i t  i s  much more s e r i o u s  th a n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  B u t , I  am 

r e a l l y  k i n d  o f  s h o c k e d  a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t h i n g  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  Sho t a r e  b e in g  p i c k e d  up 

e v e r y w h e r e . L ead  i n  t h e  b o n e  i s  a lm o s t  e v e r y w h e r e . We d i d  

f i n d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p l a i n s  r e g i o n  w h e re  t h e  e a t i n g  

o f  l e a d  p e l l e t s  o c c u r s  a t  a  much more lo w e r  r a t e  and  th e  

i n c i d e n c e  o f  l e a d  i n  t h e  bone  a n d  t h e  t i s s u e s  o f  t h e  b i r d s  

a r e  lo w e r .  B u t , ev en  t h e r e  you  h a v e  t h e  p ro b le m ;  i t ' s  j u s t  

a  m a t t e r  o f  d e g r e e . In  1974 , t h e  F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  

p r o p o s e d  f o r  p u b l i c  comment t h a t  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  be  a p p l i e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  F lyw ay i n  1977 , t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

A t l a n t i c  F lyw ay i n  1976. The p u b l i c  comment on t h i s  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  Flyway C o u n c i l , t h e  s t a t e s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

s t a t e s ,  p r e f e r r e d  t o  do t h i s  \ry v o t i n g .  They p r e f e r r e d  a  p r o 

c e s s  w hereby  th e  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  more s e r i o u s  t o  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  

and  t h o s e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  s t e e l  s h o t . So, i n  J a n u a r y  1976, a 

f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  do i t  t h i s  way. To t r y  t o  p h a se  

s t e e l  s h o t  i n ,  i n  z o n e s  w h e re  t h e  l a r g e s t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  l e a d  

s h o t  w ere  b e i n g  u s e d .  Now a t  t h a t  t im e  we d i d n ' t  h a v e  a l l  

t h e  g i z z a r d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  we n e e d e d  so  we u s e d  i n  t h o s e  

f i r s t  two y e a r s ,  t h e  amount o f  l e a d  s h o t  b e in g  d e p o s i t e d  

w h ich  was a m e a su re  o f  t h a t  we d i d  h a v e .  We u s e d  w hat o t h e r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  we c o u ld  f i n d .  In  some c a s e s  we h a d  g i z z a r d  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n  some c a s e s  we h a d  p r e t t y  good i n f o r m a t i o n  on
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a c t u a l l y  how many b i r d s  w e re  d y in g  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n .

B u t , t h i s  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t i m a t e  a n d  a lw ay s  w i l l  b e .

I  d o n ' t  know i f  we w i l l  e v e r  h av e  r e a l l y  good e s t i m a t e s  o f  

how many b i r d s  a r e  d y in g  i n  eac h  l o c a t i o n . We j u s t  d o n ' t  

h a v e  t h e  t e c h n o lo g y  o r  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  do t h a t . T h is  y e a r , 

i n  1978 , we moved a l l  t h e  way a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  we 

a r e  u s i n g  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  amount o f , s h o t  b e i n g  fo u n d  in  g i z z a r d s  

a s  t h e  m a jo r  m ethod  t o  d e te r m in e  w here  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  s h o u l d  

b e  l o c a t e d .  T h is  y e a r  t h e  z o n es  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

made up a b o u t  22 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  w a te r f o w l  h a r v e s t  

a r e a .  T h is  w i l l  g i v e  you some i d e a  o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e s e  z o n es  

n a t i o n a l l y .  I  d o n ’ t  know i f  anyone  e l s e  h a s  c o v e r e d ,  w e l l ,  I  

t h i n k  Mr. Yancey h a s  c o v e r e d  t h e  a c t i o n  by  th e  C o n g re ss  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  e a c h  s t a t e ' s  a p p r o v a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  w h ich  i s  why we 

a r e  h e r e .  So, I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  and  you  

a r e  aw are  o f  t h a t .  I  w o u ld  make one o t h e r  p o i n t  and  I  t h i n k  I  

w i l l  p e rh a p s  s i t  down a n d  l e t  o t h e r s  s p e a k .

The a r e a s  w here  we h a v e  u s e d  s t e e l  s h o t  o v e r  a  f a i r l y  

l a r g e  zone a n d  a h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  th e  h u n t e r s  h a v e  u s e d  s t e e l  

s h o t  i t  i s  r e m a r k a b le ,  r e a l l y ,  t h e  r a t e  i n  w h ich  s t e e l  h a s  

r e p l a c e d  l e a d  s h o t  i n  g i z z a r d s  o f  t h e s e  b i r d s .  A s t a t e - w i d e  

sam ple  i n  M ic h ig a n  t h i s  l a s t  f a l l , a b o u t  4 ,0 0 0  g i z z a r d s ,  16% 

o f  t h e  s h o t  i n  t h o s e  g i z z a r d s  w ere  s t e e l  s h o t . Sam ples from  

a m i g r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  l i k e  I l l i n o i s ,  o f  a b o u t  400 m a l l a r d  

g i z z a r d s  t h e r e ,  from  3 o r  4 c o u n t i e s , 9% o f  t h o s e  m a l l a r d s  h a d

s h o t  i n  t h e i r  g i z z a r d s ,  6% o f  t h o s e  m a l l a r d s  h a d  s t e e l  s h o t .
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In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h o s e  g i z z a r d s  h a d  s t e e l  s h o t .

So, t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  two t h i n g s : o n e , t h e  s h o t  b e i n g  e a t e n  by

d u cks  an d  g e e s e  i s  s h o t  t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e in g  d e p o s i t e d .  We 

s e e  t h a t  from  o t h e r  s t u d i e s . So f a r ,  i n  m ost  a r e a s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  

t h a t  th e  p ro b lem  c an  be  overcom e r a t h e r  q u i c k l y  i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  

two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  i f  s t e e l  s h o t  i s  u s e d .  T h a t ' s  a l l .  Thank 

you .

MR. YANCEY: Thank y ou . B ob . Our n e x t  s p e a k e r  i s  Tom

R o s t e r  and  h e  w i l l  h a v e  some i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  you  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  

one  o f  th e  m a jo r  c o n c e rn s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  e n t i r e  p r o 

gram . I t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  u se  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  and  w hat 

im p a c t  t h i s  h a s  on b a r r e l s  o f  s h o tg u n s  t h r o u g h  w h ich  s t e e l  s h o t  

i s  f i r e d ,  tw o, t h e  c r i p p l i n g  l o s s  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  a s  com

p a r e d  t o  l e a d  an d  a l s o  t h e  b a l l i s t i c s  and  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  

u s i n g  s t e e l  s h o t  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a d  i n  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  w a t e r f o w l . 

Tom.

MR. TOM ROSTER:. I t  i s  a lm o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  g iv e  

you  any  k i n d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h o r o u g h ly  and  c o n v in c in g l y  i n  

su c h  a m anner t h a t  you  can  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  on  so m e th in g  

a s  c o m p l ic a te d  a s  b a l l i s t i c s  o f  s t e e l  an d  l e a d  i n  t e n  m in u te s .  

So, w ha t I  am g o in g  to  do i s  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  b o i l  down a l l  t h e  

c o m p l i c a t i o n s  i n t o  a  s e t  o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  I  d o n ' t  e x p e c t  you 

to  buy  o r  ev en  a c c e p t  t h o s e  c o n c l u s i o n s .  What I  hope  you  w i l l  

do when we a r e  a l l  done w i t h  g i v i n g  o u r  s p e e c h e s ,  whomever h a s  

t o  f o l lo w  me, t h a t  t h e  a u d ie n c e  w i l l  a s k  me num erous and  

d e t a i l e d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  b a l l i s t i c s  and  a b o u t  a n y th in g
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w hich  I  h a v e n ’ t  c o v e r e d  t h o r o u g h l y . I  t h i n k  th r o u g h  t h o s e  

q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  m ore w i l l  come to  l i g h t  t h a n  a n y th i n g  I  can  

p o s s i b l y  do i n  j u s t  a  t e n - m in u t e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .

The f u l l  i s s u e  o f  s t e e l  v e r s u s  l e a d  s h o t  s t r i k e s  me a s  

a  v e r y  odd i s s u e .  As a  p e r s o n  t h a t  h a s  w orked  w i t h  s h o t  s h e l l  

b a l l i s t i c s  r e s e a r c h  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  now, I  r e a l l y  c o u ld  c a r e  

l e s s  i f  one h a s  t o  s h o o t  l e a d ,  s t e e l  o r  p l a s t i c .  My jo b  i s  

s im p ly  to  f i n d  o u t  i f  one  h a s  t o  s h o o t  a  g iv e n  m e ta l  t y p e ,  how 

does i t  work? T h a t ' s  a l l  I  w o u ld  r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  do h e r e  i s  

s a y ,  t h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  an  a r e a  i n  w h ich  you  h a v e  t o  s h o o t  s t e e l  

s h o t . I f  somebody i s  g o in g  t o  make a  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  w h e th e r  

you h a v e  to  c o n t i n u e  s h o o t i n g  s t e e l  a n d  my jo b  i s  s im p ly  t o  p r o 

v i d e  you i n f o r m a t i o n ,  X h o p e , t h a t  you  can  u s e  i t  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  

a n d  u s e  i t  e f f e c t i v e l y .

The l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  h u n t e r s  r e a d  i n  o u td o o r  m a g a z i n e s , 

e t c . ,  f o r  w hich  I  w r i t e  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  a r t i c l e s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  

few y e a r s  t h a t  s t e e l  i s  i n h e r e n t l y  and  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n f e r i o r  to  

l e a d  s h o t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  o n ly  68% a s  h e a v y  a s  l e a d  s h o t .  The 

l i t e r a t u r e  t e l l s  us  t h a t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  l i g h t e r  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  

p o o r . T h a t  a rg u m en t s t r i k e s  me a s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  who i s  

r e c r u i t i n g  p e o p le  f o r  a b a s k e t b a l l  team  and  h e  h a s  two 7 f t .  

c a n d i d a t e s  and  two 6 f t .  11 i n .  c a n d i d a t e s  and  b e c a u s e  t h e  two 

a r e  s l i g h t l y  s h o r t e r  t h a n  th e  o t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  p o o r e r  

b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r s . My th o u g h t  on t h a t  i s  t h a t  y e s ,  i t  i s  

t r u e , s t e e l  i s  o n ly  68% a s  h e a v y  a s  l e a d . Maybe i t  i s  t r u e , 

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i t  m ig h t  n o t  p e r f o r m  a s  w e l l  a s  l e a d  b e c a u s e  i t
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i s  n o t  a s  d e n se  and  d oes  n o t  c o n t a i n  e n e r g y  a s  w e l l .  I  t h i n k  

t h a t  t o  b o i l  t h a t  v e r y  c o m p l i c a te d  i s s u e  down, one  can  s im p ly  

sa y  t h i s - - i f  you  t a k e  a s t e e l  p r o j e c t i l e  o f  t h e  same s i z e  as  

a l e a d  p r o j e c t i l e  and  you d r i v e  i t  a t  t h e  same v e l o c i t y  as  

t h e  l e a d  p r o j e c t i l e ,  t h e  s t e e l  p r o j e c t i l e  w i l l  a lw ay s  b e  

i n f e r i o r  to  t h e  l e a d  p r o j e c t i l e .  T h a t  i s  an i n e s c a p a b l e  s i t u 

a t i o n  i n  te rm s  o f  r e t a i n i n g  e n e r g y ,  i n  te r m s  o f  r e t a i n i n g  

v e l o c i t y  o v e r  d i s t a n c e . Now, i f  we w e re  f o r c e d  t o  u s e  th e  

same s i z e  o f  s t e e l  d r i v e n  a t  t h e  same s p e e d  as  we do when we 

ch o o se  l e a d  s h o t  f o r  h u n t i n g  w a t e r f o w l , I  w ou ld  s a y  we w ould  

b e  i n  t r o u b l e . The f a c t  r e m a in s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no la w , t h e r e  

i s  no c o n s t r a i n t  w h ich  s a y s  t h a t  s t e e l  m ust  go o n ly  a s  f a s t  a s  

l e a d  and  t h a t  you  m u st  u s e  t h e  same s h o t  s i z e  a s  when h u n t i n g  

w i t h  l e a d .  I f  one  can  a c c e p t  t h a t  f a c t  t h a t  you h a v e  an o p t i o n  

t o  u s e  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  i n  s t e e l  and  d i f f e r e n t  v e l o c i t y  l e v e l s  

t h a n  you  h a v e  u s e d  i n  l e a d , t h e n  an  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  

e m e r g e s . So, t o  b o i l  t h a t  c o m p l i c a te d  i s s u e  down, th e  

b a l l i s t i c s  o f  t h e  two p r o j e c t i l e  t y p e s  w ork  o u t  v e r y  n i c e l y  

l i k e  t h i s .  I f  I  t a k e  a  s t e e l  p r o j e c t i l e  w h ich  i s  two s i z e s  

l a r g e r  th a n  a l e a d  p r o j e c t i l e , i f  I  d r i v e  t h a t  s t e e l  p r o j e c t i l e  

a t  a  v e l o c i t y  l e v e l  w h ich  i s  a t  l e a s t  100 f t .  p e r  s e c o n d  f a s t e r  

a t  t h e  m uzz le  th a n  a  l e a d  p r o j e c t i l e ,  t h e n  t h e  b a l l i s t i c s  o f  

t h e  s t e e l  p r o j e c t i l e  a r e  a lm o s t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  b a l l i s t i c s  o f  

t h e  l e a d  p r o j e c t i l e .  T h e re  i s  no  d i f f e r e n c e . In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  

a  No. 2 s t e e l  s h o t  d r i v e n  a t  100 f t .  p e r  s e c o n d  f a s t e r  t h a n  a 

No. 4 l e a d  s h o t  r e t a i n s  t h e  same amount o f  e n e r g y  o v e r  d i s t a n c e ,
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l o s e s  v e l o c i t y  v e r y  s i m i l a r  o v e r  d i s t a n c e  a s  t h a t  No. 4 l e a d  

p r o j e c t i l e .

F o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and  p u r p o s e s , a  s t e e l  p r o j e c t i l e  d r i v e n  

100 f t .  p e r  s e c o n d  f a s t e r  and  b e in g  two s i z e s  l a r g e r ,  i s  th e  

same t h i n g  b a l l i s t i c a l l y  a s  a  l e a d  p r o j e c t i l e . I f  I  was i n  an 

a r e a  w here  I  h a d  t o  s h o o t  s t e e l  s h o t  a n d  I  w a n te d  t h e  same 

p e r fo rm a n c e  from  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  a s  I  g o t  i n  l e a d  and  I  b o u g h t  

t h e  same s h o t  s i z e ,  i f  I  b o u g h t  a s t e e l  s h e l l  a t  t h e  same v e l o 

c i t y  l e v e l  a s  my l e a d  a m m u n i t io n , I  w ou ld  e x p e c t  p o o r e r  r e s u l t s .  

I f  I  w e re  w i l l i n g  t o  b u y  a two s i z e s  l a r g e r  s h o t  s i z e  a t  a  

f a s t e r  v e l o c i t y  l e v e l ,  I  w o u ld  e x p e c t  v e r y  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s .

Now t h a t  t h e o r y  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  w ha t you  h a v e  r e a d  i n  

m a g a z i n e s - - th e  t h e o r y  o f  how t h e  two w o r k . W e l l ,  t o  c o u n t e r 

b a l a n c e  t h e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  t h e  two p r o j e c t i l e  t y p e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

At t h i s  t im e  t h e  o n ly  work t h a t  h a s  b e e n  done on  p r e p a r i n g  

b a l l i s t i c s  on t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  b a g g in g  w a te r f o w l  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  h a v e  b e e n  f i e l d  t e s t s  on d u c k s .  T h e re  was a  t e s t  on 

ducks  i n  M ic h ig a n  i n  1973 a t  S h ia w a se e .  The F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  

S e r v i c e  was c o n d u c t in g  s t e e l  s h o t  v e r s u s  l e a d  s h o t  s h o o t i n g  

t e s t s  w i t h  t h e  h u n t e r  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  d o in g  th e  s h o o t 

in g  i n  1973, 1974 a n d  1975 . J u s t  l a s t  y e a r  i n  I l l i n o i s ,  a 

s t e e l  v e r s u s  l e a d  s h o t  f i e l d  s h o o t i n g  t e s t  was c o n d u c te d  on 

g e e s e . The r e s u l t s  o f  a l l  t h o s e  f i e l d  t e s t s  h a v e  b e e n  th e  

sam e, t h a t  i s ,  t h e r e  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  b a g g in g  

and  c r i p p l i n g  r a t e s  o f  l e a d  v e r s u s  s t e e l  s h o t . I n  f a c t ,  i n  

t h e  I l l i n o i s  t e s t s , t h e  h u n t e r s  a c t u a l l y  p ro d u c e d  a lo w e r  

c r i p p l i n g  r a t e  w i t h  s t e e l  t h a n  t h e y  d i d  w i t h  l e a d .
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The s e c o n d  t h i n g  t h a t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  a b o u t  

t h e  b a l l i s t i c s  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  a  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  

p r o j e c t i l e  ty p e  t o  s h o o t  and  t h i s , I  t h i n k , i s  t h e  c o re  o r  

t h e  r o o t  o f  a l o t  o f  h u n t e r  p ro b le m s  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t . 

S t e e l  s h o t  i s  n o t  o n ly  l i g h t e r  t h a n  l e a d  and  t h a t  seems t o  b e  

a  p ro b le m , b u t  i t  h a s  one  a d v a n ta g e  o v e r  l e a d  w h ic h  l e a d  w i l l  

n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  come up t o  and  t h a t  i s  s t e e l  i s  made b y  a 

d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s . I t ' s  made i n  a  m o ld , t o  b o i l  i t  a l l  down.

A l l  s t e e l  p e l l e t s  a r e  made e s s e n t i a l l y  v e r y  t r u l y  s p e r i c a l .

S t e e l  s h o t  i s  so  much h a r d e r  t h a n  l e a d  t h a t  s t e e l  s h o t  i s  n o t  

d e fo rm ed  as  i t  p a s s e s  down t h e  b a r r e l  n o r  a s  i t  s t r i k e s  t h e  

t a r g e t  medium. S t e e l  s t a r t s  o u t  ro u n d  and  r e m a in s  ro u n d .

L ead  i s  n o t  ro u n d  t o  b e g in  w i t h .

We can  lo o k  a t  some s l i d e s  l a t e r  on o f  e n la r g e m e n ts  o f  

th e  two p r o j e c t i l e  t y p e s  and  i t  de fo rm s a s  i t  p a s s e s  down t h e  

b a r r e l  due to  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s !  B e ca u se  s t e e l  i s  ro u n d  i t  s t a y s  

ro u n d  and  h a s  a  v e r y  n i c e  b a l l i s t i c  a d v a n ta g e  b e c a u s e  i t  p a t t e r n s  

much b e t t e r  t h a n  l e a d  s h o t .  One m ust s t r u g g l e  w i t h  a l l  s o r t s  

o f  c o n c e p ts  u s i n g  g r a n u l a t e d  p l a s t i c  a s  a f i l l e r ,  u s i n g  c o n to u r  

p l a t i n g  on l e a d ,  u s i n g  a  v e r y  h a r d  l e a d  p r o j e c t i l e  to  g e t  . 

l e a d  t o  come even  c l o s e  t o  t h e  p a t t e r i n g  a b i l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  

i n  s t e e l  s h o t .

T h is  h i g h e r  p a t t e r n i n g  v a l u e  f o r  s t e e l  means t h a t  even  

th o u g h  one h a s  t o  go up two p e l l e t  s i z e s  t o  g e t  t h e  same 

r e t a i n e d  e n e r g y  o v e r  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e  p a t t e r n s  work o u t  t h a t  t h e  

p a t t e r n s  w i th  t h e  l o a d  o f  No. 2 s t e e l  v e r s u s  an  e q u i v a l e n t
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volum e o f  No. 4 l e a d ,  t h e  s t e e l  a c t u a l l y  p r o d u c e s  s i m i l a r  

s t r i k e s  on t h e  t a r g e t  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  i n c r e a s e d  p a t t e r n i n g  

v a l u e . Now t h a t  i s  a  v e r y  c o m p l i c a te d  t h i n g  w h ich  I  h a v e  

b o i l e d  down. We can  lo o k  a t  s l i d e s  l a t e r  on i f  you  w ould  

l i k e  to  s e e  t h o s e . We a c t u a l l y  lo o k  a t  some v a l u e s . However, 

b e c a u s e  i t  does p a t t e r n  b e t t e r ,  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t , i t ' s  v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  t a r g e t  w i t h  i t .  Most h u n t e r s , a t  

l e a s t  i n  my r e s e a r c h ,  c a r r y  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  f u l l  choke b a r r e l s . 

U sing  a  f u l l  choke  b a r r e l  i n  s h o o t i n g  s t e e l  i s  an im m ed ia te  

h a n d ic a p  f o r  m ost  p e o p le .  I t ' s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t r i k e  

ducks  o r  g e e s e  com ing i n t o  d e co y s  w i t h  a l o a d  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  

w h ic h ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t e n d s  t o  p a t t e r n  a t  40 y d s . ,  a b o u t  82%. 

I 'm  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  l e a d  now w h ich  t e n d s  t o  p a t t e r n  maybe 70% 

on t h e  a v e r a g e . I t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  t a r g e t  

medium b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  p a t t e r n . S e c o n d ly ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  

p e l l e t s  a r e  s t e e l ,  none  o f  them  a r e  d e fo rm e d . They do n o t  

s t a r t  o u t  d e fo rm e d , n o r  do t h e y  e n d  up b e i n g  de fo rm ed  and  we 

g e t  a n o th e r  b a l l i s t i c  b e n e f i t .

The o t h e r  b a l l a s t i c  b e n e f i t  i s  t h e  much s h o r t e r  s h o t  

s t r i n g . In  p a t t e r n  t e s t  you  w i l l  o n ly  s e e  t h e  p a t t e r n  i n  

two d im e n s io n s , w i d t h  an d  h e i g h t  o f  p a t t e r n .  You w i l l  n o t  

s e e  t h e  s t r i n g i n g  e f f e c t .  The s t r i n g i n g  o f  s t e e l  b e c a u s e  i t  

i s  n o t  de fo rm ed  and  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  a t  a l l  d i s t a n c e s  a b o u t  

o n ly  o n e - t h i r d  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  l e a d  s h o t  s t r i n g .  T h a t  means 

t h a t  i t  i s  much more d i f f i c u l t  i f  a  b i r d  i s  c r o s s i n g  a t  an 

a n g le  t o  t h a t  s h o t  s t r i n g  to  s t r i k e  t h e  t a r g e t  w i t h  s t e e l
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t h a n  i t  i s  to  s t r i k e  t h e  t a r g e t  w i t h  l e a d  so  t h a t  i n  m ost 

a r e a s  w here  p e o p le  i n i t i a l l y  s t a r t  s h o o t i n g  s t e e l  s h o t  t h e r e  

a r e  many c o m p l a i n t s . The c o m p la in t s  a r e  a b o u t  c r i p p l i n g  

l o s s e s  w h ich  we w i l l  g e t  i n t o . What t h e y  b a s i c a l l y  b o i l  down 

t o  r e a l l y ,  when one ex am in es  i t ,  i s  p ro b le m s  in  s t r i k i n g  t h e  

t a r g e t .  I n i t i a l l y ,  h u n t e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  f u l l  c h o k es  u s i n g  s t e e l  

h a v e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  h i t t i n g  t h e  t a r g e t . The 

s e c o n d  f a c t o r  i s  t h a t  m o s t  s t e e l  l o a d s  a r e  f a s t e r  t h a n  l e a d  

l o a d s .  H u n te rs  h a v e  to  l e a r n  t o  r e a d j u s t  t h e i r  l o a d s  j u s t  f o r  

t h e  v e l o c i t y .  Use o f  s t e e l  s h o t  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  s h o o t e r  i s  

a  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g  t o  do.

When one lo o k s  a t  how h u n t e r s  p e r f o r m  w i t h  s t e e l  v e r s u s  

l e a d  a f t e r  th e y  g a i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h o u g h , a f t e r  t h e y  l e a r n  to  

u s e  i t ,  you  d o n ' t  s e e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s t r i k i n g  th e  t a r g e t  

medium. They a r e  o u t  t h e r e  now u s i n g  a few  c y l i n d e r s , c h o k e s ,  

t h e y  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  l o a d s ,  t h e y  a r e  much h a p p i e r .

L e t ' s  t a l k  v e r y  b r i e f l y  a b o u t  c h a n g e s  i n  s t e e l  s h o t  l o a d s .  

Most o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  w h ich  t a l k s  a b o u t  b a r r e l  damage, w h ich  

t a l k s  a b o u t  b a l l a s t i c s , i s  b a s e d  upon th e  v e r y  f i r s t  f i e l d  s h o t  

lo a d s  w hich  w ere  m ade . The f i r s t  s t e e l  s h o t  l o a d s  w ere  much 

d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  s t e e l  s h o t  l o a d s  w h ich  a r e  now a v a i l a b l e  o r  a r e  

becom ing  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  The s t e e l  s h o t  l o a d  d e v e lo p 

m ent sc e n e  i s  a  v e r y  dynam ic s c e n e  w h ic h  i s  l i t e r a l l y  b e in g  

ch an g e d  e v e ry  few m o n th s . You buy  a b o x  o f  s h e l l s  and  two 

m on ths  from  now t h a t  may b e  much d i f f e r e n t  from  w hat y o u  b o u g h t

t h r e e  m onths a g o . The s t e e l  l o a d s  w h ich  w ere  i n i t i a l l y  u s e d
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w ere  t h e  r o o t  o f  m o s t  b a r r e l  dam age; t h e y  w e re  much h a r d e r .

The s t e e l  h a d  a  much h i g h e r  DPH, Diamond P u re  H a r d n e s s , th a n  

t h e  s t e e l  t h a t  i s  now b e i n g  lo a d e d  i n  s t e e l  s h o tg u n  s h e l l s . 

S e c o n d ly ,  t h e  s t e e l  l o a d s  t h a t  a r e  now b e i n g  u s e d  c o n t a i n  wads 

w h ich  p r e c l u d e , w h ich  p r e v e n t , t h e  s h o t  f rom  c o n t a c t i n g  th e  

b a r r e l . P r i m i t i v e  o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t e e l  l o a d s  d i d  n o t  h a v e  

s h o t  c o n t a i n e r s  w h ich  t o t a l l y  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  s t e e l  from  c o n t a c t 

in g  t h e  b a r r e l  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e , you  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e  f o r  t h e  s t e e l  

s h o t  t o  l i t e r a l l y  ru b  on t h e  s t e e l  o f  t h e  b a r r e l . As anybody 

knows a n y tim e  you  h a v e  s t e e l  r u b b in g  on s t e e l  so m e th in g  h a s  to  

e r o d e .

T h ere  w ere  b a r r e l  e r o s i o n  and  s h e l l  e r o s i o n  p r o b l e m s . 

C hoking  e r o s i o n ,  t h e  r u b b in g  away o f  t h e  m e t a l  i t s e l f  f rom  th e  

i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  b a r r e l  h a s  now b e e n  v i r t u a l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  in  

c u r r e n t  r e c e n t  s t e e l  s h o t  a m m u n itio n .  The o n ly  p ro b le m  w h ich  

we w i l l  g e t  i n t o  i n  a s e c o n d  i s  t h a t  one  may s t i l l  h a v e  in  

te rm s  o f  damage from  s t e e l  i s  r a i n v u l c h i n g  o f  c e r t a i n  chokes  

i n  c e r t a i n  g u i d e s . W e ' l l  s a v e  t h a t  f o r  a  few m in u te s  from  now .

The se c o n d  t h i n g  a b o u t  s t e e l  s h o t  am m u n itio n  i s  t h e  manu

f a c t u r e r s  , a s  t h e y  work up t h e  b a l l i s t i c s  o f  t h e  new m e t a l  t y p e , 

a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  v e l o c i t y  l e v e l  o f  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  a m m u n itio n .  

E a r l y  s t e e l  s h o t  am m unition  h a d  v e l o c i t y  l e v e l s  e q u i v a l e n t  to  

b u t  se ldom  i f  e v e r  h i g h e r  t h a n  a v a i l a b l e  l e a d  s h o t  a m m u n itio n . 

T h is  h a s  chan g ed  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  W in c h e s te r  W e s te rn  w h ich  

s t i l l  makes th e  s lo w e r  s t e e l  l o a d s  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  m a r k e t .  

R em ington  and  F e d e r a l  h a v e  s t e e l  s h o t  am m unition  w h ich  i s  s i g n i 

f i c a n t l y ,  m ost o f  i t ,  n o t  a l l ,  f a s t e r  t h a n  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e
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l e a d  s h o t  am m unition  o f f e r e d .  T hese  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  m ost i m p o r t a n t  

c h an g e s  i n  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  a m m u n i t io n . The f o u r t h  change  w h ich  

i s  c o n ta m in a n t  w i t h  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  new l o a d s  i s  th e  u s e  o f

s o f t e r  s t e e l .  U n d e r s t a n d in g  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  how t o  l o a d  i t  i s

ev en  m ore im p o r ta n t  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  and  p e r f o r m a n c e  from  s t e e l  

s h o t  am m un ition .

A n o th e r  p ro b le m  w h ich  I  t h i n k  h a s  come o u t  o f  t h e  s t e e l  

s h o t  a n d  l e a d  s h o t  i s s u e , I ' l l  to u c h  on i t  b r i e f l y ,  i s  b a r r e l  

dam age. I  t a l k e d  a b o u t  e r o s i o n  now l e t  me t a l k  f o r  a  s e c o n d  

a b o u t  r i n g  b u l g e  p a r a m e t e r s . . I n i t i a l l y  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  one 

was l e a d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  one  s h o t  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  h i s  gun t h a t  

a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g  s e a s o n  o r  t h e  end  o f  t h e  day one  w ould

h a v e  a  b u lg e d  b a r r e l  o r  s e p a r a t e d  b a r r e l s  i n  h i s  gun . T h is  i s

t h e  im p r e s s io n  o f  a  l o t  o f  h u n t e r s  — t h i s  w i l l  r u i n  my gun . The . 

f a c t  re m a in s  t h a t  o t h e r  t h a n  w h e re  p e o p le  h a v e  l o a d s  s t u c k  in  

t h e i r  b a r r e l  an d  f i r e d  a n o t h e r  ro u n d  w h ich  c a u s e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

b u l g e  o r  b low n b a r r e l  w h ich  h a p p e n s  w i t h  l e a d  a l l  t h e  t im e .

The o n ly  p ro b le m  now i s  r i n g  b u l g i n g  i n  t h e  choke . R ing 

b u l g i n g  i s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e , I  w o u ld  s a y ,  i n  a v e r y  l i m i t e d ,  s m a l l  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  g u n s . The k i n d s  o f  guns w h ich  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  to  

r i n g - b u l g i n g  w ould  b e  B row nings o f  c e r t a i n  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  

v a r i o u s  l i g h t - w e i g h t  s i d e - b y - s i d e s ,  and  o t h e r  o v e r - a n d - u n d e r s .

The l i g h t  w e ig h t  com ing fro m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s t e e l  on t h e  

b a r r e l s  i s  u s u a l l y  t h i n n e r  t h a n  i n  h e a v i e r  g u n s . I t  i s  i n t e r 

e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e s e  c a s e s  c o m p r is e d  a v e r y  s m a l l  - p e r c e n ta g e  

l i k e  p r o b a b ly  8 p e r  c e n t  o r  l e s s  o f  a l l  t h e  guns i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .
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B ut ev en  i n  t h o s e  c a s e s ,  t h e  r i n g - b u l g i n g  i s  so m e th in g  w h ich  

h a p p e n s  and  th e n  i t  s t a b i l i z e s .  What i s  a  r i n g  b u lg e ?  A r i n g  

b u l g e  i s  n o r m a l ly  a b u l g e  w h ich  you  can  s e e  i n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  o f  

t h e  b a r r e l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  c h o k e . I t  c o u ld  b e  r i g h t  a t  

t h e  end  o f  t h e  b a r r e l  o r  a s  much a s  t h r e e  i n c h e s  b e h in d  t h e  end  

o f  t h e  b a r r e l .  I t ' s  p r o b a b l y  t w o - th o u s a n d th s  o r  t h r e e - t h o u s a n d t h s  

o f  an  in c h  t h i c k  a t  t h e  m o s t .  Now a s h e e t  o f  p a p e r , d e p e n d in g  on 

t h e  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r  you  a r e  u s i n g  i s  s o m e th in g  w h ich  i s  a b o u t  a 

t h o u s a n d th  o f  an  in c h  t h i c k  i f  i t ' s  l u c k y . So you  a r e  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t  a b u lg e  t h a t  i s  a s  t h i c k  as  two s h e e t s  o f  p a p e r  t h a t ' s  

s t u c k  t o g e t h e r .  R i n g - b u lg i n g  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  s t e e l  s h o t .  

R in g - b u lg in g  i s  c a u s e d  n o t  o n ly  b y  s t e e l  s h o t  b u t  magnum l e a d  

l o a d s . F o r  e x a m p le , t h o s e  o f  y o u  who may w o r ry  a b o u t  b a r r e l  

dam age, go home a n d  lo o k  a t  y o u r  20 g a u g e .  I  d o u b t  t h a t  a n y 

body  h a s  e v e r  i n  t h i s  room f i r e d  s t e e l  s h o t  th r o u g h  y o u r  20 g au g e . 

I f  you  h a v e  a  t h r e e  i n c h ,  20 g a u g e , and  y o u  f i r e d  an ounce  a n d  a 

q u a r t e r  o f  3 i n .  s t e e l  s h o t  a m m u n i t io n , you  may b e  v e r y  s u r p r i s e d  

when you g e t  home a n d  lo o k  a t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  b a r r e l .  I f  you 

lo o k  down t h e  b a r r e l  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  you  may s e e  a  v e r y  s l i g h t  

r i n g  b u lg e  on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  b a r r e l  w h ich  i s  n o t  c a u s e d  by  

s t e e l  s h o t  b u t  was c a u s e d  b y  l e a d .  I f  y o u  h av e  a two and  t h r e e -  

q u a r t e r  in c h  12 gauge  gun and  you h a v e  b e e n  s h o o t i n g  an ounce  

and  a h a l f  l e a d  l o a d  th r o u g h  i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t ' s  one o f  

t h o s e  t r e a s u r e d  l i g h t  d o u b le s  a n d  y o u  h av e  n e v e r  s h o t  s t e e l , 

l o o k  down a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  b a r r e l .  I ' v e  done t h i s  w i t h  o t h e r  

a u d ie n c e s  and I ' v e  h a d  a s  many a s  5 o r  10 p e o p le  come o u t  o f  t h e
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a u d ie n c e  l a t e r  on and  we lo o k e d  a t  t h e i r  guns and  s u r e  enough 

t h e r e  was a  r i n g - b u l g e  and  t h e y  h a d  n e v e r  s h o t  s t e e l  s h o t .  I f  

you  rem ember c o r r e c t l y ,  y e a r s  ago t h e  ounce  and  a h a l f  l e a d  

lo a d s  w ere  1350 f t .  p e r  s e c o n d  l o a d s .  They a r e  now 12 -  60 f t .  

p e r  s e c o n d  l o a d s . The r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  r e d u c t i o n  i s  t h e  manu

f a c t u r e r s  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e d u c e  r i n g - b u l g i n g  b u t  i t ' s n e v e r  b e e n  

e l i m i n a t e d .  Once you g e t  t h i s  b u lg e  t h e  p a t t e r n i n g  p e r fo rm a n c e  

o f  t h e  gun i s  n o t  c h a n g e d .  The l i f e  o f  t h e  gun i s  n o t  c h a n g e d .  

The b u lg e  does n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p an d . W h a tev e r  you h a v e  a f t e r  

a  few s h o t s  i s  a l l  you  a r e  e v e r  g o in g  t o  g e t .  I t ' s  so m e th in g ,  

i f  you  w an t t o  lo o k  v e r y  c l o s e l y  down t h e  b a r r e l  i n  t h e  r i g h t  

l i g h t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  you  may s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a  v e r y  o b v io u s  

t h i n g . I t  i s  n o t  an  u g l y  t h i n g  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  b a r r e l .  I t ' s  

m e r e ly  a  c o s m e t ic  c h a n g e .

The l a s t ,  I  t h i n k ,  i s  a  r e a l  p ro b le m  w i t h  s t e e l  s h o t  a t  

t h i s  t im e  and  t h a t  i s  t h e  c o s t  o f  s t e e l  s h o t . I 'm  v e r y  d i s g u s t e d  

w i t h  t h e  c o s t  o f  s t e e l  s h o t . I  t h i n k  t h e  A m erican  p u b l i c  i n  

many r e s p e c t s  i s  b e in g  e x p l o i t e d .  I  do n o t  t h i n k  i t  i s  t h e  

m a n u f a c t u r e r s  who a r e  d o in g  t h i s .  The p r i c e s  w h ich  w ere  q u o te d  

t o  me i n  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  s t e e l  s h o t  ammu n i t i o n  v a r i e s  from  $ 6 .5 0  

p e r  b o x  to  $ 1 1 .5 0  a  b o x .  Now I  p e r s o n a l l y  know from  d e v e lo p in g  

r e l o a d i n g  d a t a  f o r  s t e e l  s h o t  w h ic h  i s  n o t  y e t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  

p u b l i c . I f  I  r e l o a d  one  ounce  and  o n e - e i g h t h  s t e e l  12 gauge 

l o a d  and buy a l l  t h e  com ponen ts  o f  t h e  s h e l l  a t  t h e  maximum 

r e t a i l  p r i c e s ,  t h e  maximum c o s t  t o  me f o r  r e l o a d i n g  t h a t  box  o f  

s t e e l  i s  $ 3 .0 0 .
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When I  go i n t o  a  s t o r e  a n d  a f t e r  p a y in g  in  e x c e s s  o f  

$ 6 .5 0  f o r  t h e  same t h i n g  I  h a v e  t o  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n , "Why am 

I  b e in g  c h a rg e d  t h i s  k i n d  o f  a  p r i c e ? " The c h e a p e s t  I  h a v e  

e v e r  s e e n  s t e e l  s o l d  was i n  W is c o n s in  f o r  $ 5 .6 7  a  b o x . I  w i l l  

s im p ly  s a y  t h i s  t h a t  s t e e l  i s  more e x p e n s iv e  t o  make r i g h t  now 

t h a n  i s  l e a d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m o ld in g  p r o c e s s .

L e t ' s  e l i m i n a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g ;  l e t ’ s 

e l i m i n a t e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o s t  o f  s t e e l  s h o t .  The 

f a c t  re m a in s  t h a t  i f  we h a d  n o t  b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t e e l  a t  a l l  

b e c a u s e  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g ,  t a l k  w ou ld  h a v e  come a b o u t  h e r e  i n  

t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  c o s t  o f  l e a d - - t o  d e c r e a s e  

t h e  c o s t  o f  l e a d  s h o t . L ead  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s k y r o c k e t  t h e  c o s t .  

Antim ony added  t o  l e a d  t o  make i t  h o t t e r  i s  s k y r o c k e t i n g  th e  

p r i c e  a t  an ev en  f a s t e r  r a t e .  F i v e ,  s i x ,  s e v e n  y e a r s  from  now 

t h e  c o s t  o f  l e a d  w i l l  e a s i l y  e x c e e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  s t e e l . I  am 

n o t  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  c o s t  o f  s t e e l  a t  t h i s  t im e .  L ead  w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  to  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r i c e  and  i t  i s  an u n a v o id a b le  r e a l i t y  

o f  t h e  l e a d  m a r k e t .  S t e e l  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  t h e  m ost r e a d i l y  

a v a i l a b l e  and  c h e a p e s t  a v a i l a b l e  m e ta l  com pared  t o  l e a d .  T ha t 

c o s t  p i c t u r e  w i l l  s t a b i l i z e .  I f  one i s  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  p u r c h a s 

in g  s t e e l  s h o t  a m m u n itio n ,  l e t ' s  s a y  f o r  e x a m p le , t h e  o u n ce  o f  

l e a d  lo a d .  In  t h i s  c a s e ,  $ 7 .5 0 .  I  w ou ld  b e  v e r y  c o n c e rn e d  

a b o u t  w ha t k i n d  o f  p r o f i t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  m ak ing  i n  s e l l i n g  t h a t  

s h e l l  t o  th e  p u b l i c .  T h is  i s  n o t  t h e  c o s t ,  t h e  v e r y  h ig h  c o s t  

w h ich  p e o p le  r u n  i n t o .  I t ' s  n o t , i n  o t h e r  w o r d s , i t  i s  n o t  

i n h e r e n t  i n  s t e e l  s h o t  i t s e l f .  I t  i s  i n h e r e n t  somehow i n  t h e
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h a n d in g  o u t  from  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  t o  t h e  d e a l e r  t o  j o b b e r  to  

w h o l e s a l e r  t o  r e t a i l e r . Somehow t h e  p r i c e  goes  f rom  th e  

p r a c t i c a l  to  t h e  r i d i c u l o u s  i n  some p l a c e s  t o  t h e  su b l im e  in  

te rm s  o f  w hat th e  p u b l i c  i s  p a y in g  f o r  s t e e l  s h o t .

W e l l , t h o s e  a r e  t h e  f o u r  p o i n t s  w h ich  I  w a n te d  t o  to u c h  

on a n d  I  hope  t h a t  when you  h a v e  t im e  t h a t  you  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to  

a s k  q u e s t i o n s .  I  h av e  s l i d e s  w h ich  I  can  show d e m o n s t r a t i n g  

p a t t e r n  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  p e n e t r a t i o n  on b i r d s , e t c .  Thank yo u ,

MR. RICHARD YANCEY: Thank y o u , Tom. Our f i n a l  s p e a k e r

and  coming c l o s e r  t o  home h e r e  w i l l  b e  Hugh B a te m a n , B i o l o g i s t  

f o r  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r tm en t  o f  W i l d l i f e  an d  F i s h e r i e s . H is  

s u b j e c t  w i l l  b e  t h e  im p a c ts  o f  and  e x t e n t  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  

i n  w a te r f o w l  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  H ugh.

MR. HUGH BATEMAN: Thank y o u ,  Mr. Y ancey . What I  w ould  

l i k e  t o  do i s  go th r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  s l i d e s .  I ' l l  do i t  a s  

q u i c k l y  as  I  can  t o  n o t  b e l a b o r  w ha t we h a v e  gone th ro u g h  so  f a r . 

I  t h i n k  I  h av e  some s l i d e s  w h ich  w i l l  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h o s e  o f  

you  h e r e .  I f  I  c o u ld  go a h e a d  and  h av e  t h e  l i g h t s  dimmed maybe 

a  l i t t l e  b i t .

Of c o u r s e , L o u i s i a n a  i s  a t  t h e  b o t to m  o f  t h e  f ly w a y s  h e r e  

i n  N o r th  A m erica . I t  i s  an e x t r e m e ly  i m p o r t a n t  w i n t e r i n g  and  

h a r v e s t  a r e a  f o r  w a te r f o w l  w h ic h  come down b o th  th e  C e n t r a l  and  

M i s s i s s i p p i  F ly w a y s .  We h a v e  tre m e n d o u s  num bers  o f  g e e s e  and  

ducks  t h a t  w i n t e r  h e r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  In  e x c e s s  o f  a h a l f - m i l l i o n  

g e e s e  and  i n  m ost y e a r s , f o u r  t o  s i x  m i l l i o n  d u c k s . As a  r e s u l t  

o f  t h a t , o b v i o u s l y ,  we h a v e  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  w a te r f o w l
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h u n t i n g  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  any  s t a t e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Now, 

i t  i s  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  s p o r t  e n jo y e d  by  a b o u t  1 2 5 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  i n  

t h i s  s t a t e  on an  a n n u a l  b a s i s .  The v a r i e t y  o f  b i r d s  t a k e n  by 

h u n t e r s  h e r e  r a n g e s  f rom  m a l l a r d s  a l l  t h e  way down t o  l e s s e r  

s c a u p  i n  s p e c i e s  im p o r t a n t  t o  h u n t e r s . The a n n u a l  duck h a r v e s t  

i n  L o u i s i a n a  r a n g e s  upw ard  o f  one  m i l l i o n  b i r d s .  The m a j o r i t y  

o f  t h e s e  b i r d s  a r e  t a k e n  on t h e  c o a s t  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  

i m p o r t a n t  h u n t i n g  a r e a s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  N o r t h e a s t  L o u i s i a n a  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  a t  c e r t a i n  t im e s  o f  

t h e  y e a r .  C a ta h o u la  L ak e , and  o t h e r  p l a c e s . T h is  map i l l u s t r a t e s  

t h e  two s t e e l  s h o t  z o n es  t h a t  w en t i n t o  e f f e c t  l a s t  y e a r  and  

h a v e  b e e n  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  b e  i n  e f f e c t  f o r  t h i s  coming y e a r .

T h is  s l i d e  w i l l  g iv e  you  an  i d e a  o f  how much l e a d  i s  b e in g  

p u t  i n t o  t h e  w e t l a n d s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  on an  a n n u a l  b a s i s  b y  w a t e r -  

fow l h u n t in g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  h u n t i n g  p r e s s u r e  

t h a t  o c c u r s  h e r e  and  a l s o  t h i s , o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  

m i l l i o n s  o f  b i r d s  t h a t  a r e  h e r e .

We f i g u r e  t h e  a v e r a g e  l o a d  i s  an  ounce  an d  a  q u a r t e r  o f  

No. 6 l e a d  s h o t  c o n t a i n i n g  281 p e l l e t s .  The num ber o f  ro u n d s  

f i r e d  p e r  b i r d  we e s t i m a t e  t o  b e  a b o u t  s i x .  T h is  i s  on a  

n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e .  The a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  w a te r f o w l  h a r v e s t  i s  a b o u t  

two m i l l i o n  b i r d s , so  t h a t ' s  tw e lv e  m i l l i o n  ro u n d s  f i r e d .  The 

r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  3 .4  b i l l i o n  p e l l e t s ,  t h a t ' s  468 to n s  

o f  l e a d  t h a t  a r e  p u t  i n t o  L o u i s i a n a ' s  w e t l a n d s  on an a n n u a l  

b a s i s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  w a te r f o w l  h u n t i n g .

T h is  n e x t  s l i d e  w i l l  s im p ly  i l l u s t r a t e  t o  you  th e
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docum en ted  le a d  p o is o n in g  d i e - o f f s  t h a t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  h e r e  in  

L o u is ia n a .  T hese  d o n 't  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  th e  d i e - o f f s  

t h a t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d .  T h ese  a r e  o n es t h a t  h a v e  in v o lv e d  s e v e r a l  

h u n d re d  to  o v e r  t e n  th o u s a n d  b i r d s  a t  one l o c a t i o n .  D a tin g  

b a c k  to  1925 , t h e s e  a r e  o c c u r r e n c e s  t h a t  h av e  b e e n  v e r i f i e d  in  

th e  f i e l d  by t e c h n i c a l  p e o p le  and  a l s o  h a v e  b e e n  v e r i f i e d  by  

t i s s u e  sam p le s  from  d ead  b i r d s  t h a t  w ere  exam ined  b y  t r a i n e d  

v e t e r i n a r i a n s  a t  L .S .U . V e te r in a r y  S ch o o l and  th e  U .S . F is h  and  

W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e .  __

The two a r e a s  i n  r e d  t h e r e  a r e  n o te w o r th y  f o r  good 

r e a s o n . They g e n e r a l l y  p r e s c r i b e ,  I  t h i n k , th e  two a r e a s  w here  

l e a d  p o is o n in g  p ro b le m s , we t h i n k ,  h a v e  b e e n  m o st s e v e r e  in  th e  

s t a t e .  You can  s e e  a t  C a ta h o u la  L ake i n  1 9 3 0 , 1951 , 1953 , and  

so on th ro u g h  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  when i n  o u r  ju d g e m e n t s e v e r e  o u t 

b r e a k s  o f  l e a d  p o is o n in g  h av e  o c c u r r e d .  C a ta h o u la  Lake i s  i n  

C e n t r a l  L o u is ia n a .  I t  i s  2 6 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  an d  e x tr e m e ly  s h a l lo w .

We e s t im a te  t h a t  m ost y e a r s  t h e r e  a r e  o v e r  a  th o u s a n d  duck 

b l i n d s  on th e  l a k e .  E x tre m e ly  l a r g e  num bers o f  b i r d s  w in t e r  

t h e r e .  O ver a q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n  b i r d s - - s c a u p s , m a in ly  m a l la r d s  

an d  p i n t a i l s .  A t t im e s  i t  i s  u n b e l i e v a b le  th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  

b i r d s  t h a t  we h a v e  t h e r e .

The w a te r  l e v e l s  t h e r e  ra n g e  from  a lm o s t  z e ro  up to  

a b o u t 3 to  4 f t .  i n  th e  c h a n n e ls  when th e  w a te r  i s  a t  i t s  optim um  

d e p th .  The w a te r  you  a r e  lo o k in g  a t  h e r e  w here  you  se e  th e  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  b i r d s  a t  C a ta h o u la  L ake i s  a b o u t one to  two 

in c h e s  d e ep . The s o i l s  a r e  e x tr e m e ly  f i r m .  H u n tin g  s u c c e s s  i s
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e x tr e m e ly  good a t  c e r t a i n  t im e s  when th e  b i r d s  a r e  c o n c e n t r a te d  

on th e  l a k e .

T h is  s l i d e  w i l l  g iv e  you an id e a  o f  l e a d  d e p o s i t i o n  on 

C a ta h o u la  L ake on an a n n u a l  b a s i s .  H ere  a g a in  th e  a v e ra g e  lo a d  

i s  an ou n ce  and  a  q u a r t e r  o f  No. 6 l e a d  s h o t  and  t h e  num ber o f  

ro u n d s  f i r e d  p e r  b i r d  b a g g e d  i s  a b o u t f i v e .  The a n n u a l  w a te r -  

fo w l h a r v e s t  on th e  l a k e  i s  a ro u n d  tw e n ty - f iv e  th o u s a n d  b i r d s . 

t h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  1 2 5 ,0 0 0  ro u n d s  b e in g  f i r e d .  T h is  p u t s  a b o u t 

35 m i l l i o n  p e l l e t s , o r  o v e r  4 to n s  o f  l e a d  on C a ta h o u la  L ake 

e a c h  y e a r . .

T h is  i s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  a l e a d - s i c k  b i r d  t h a t  was p ic k e d  up 

a t  C a ta h o u la  L ake in  1976 p r i o r  to  th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  duck s e a s o n . 

T h e re  w ere  23 i n g e s t e d  l e a d  p e l l e t s  i n  th e  g i z z a r d  o f  t h i s  b i r d .  

The l e a d  p o is o n in g  d i e - o f f s  t h a t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  h e r e  a t  t im e s  

in v o lv e  o v e r  1 0 ,0 0 0  b i r d s  a t  one  t i m e . T h is  p a s t  y e a r  I  v i s i t e d  

th e  la k e  d u r in g  th e  w a te r fo w l s e a s o n  and  i n  a b o u t an  h o u r  t r i p  

i n  an a i r b o a t  on th e  l a k e ,  we p ic k e d  up o v e r  40 d ead  b i r d s  w h ich  

w ere  c o n firm e d  l e a d  p o is o n in g  v i c t i m s .  The b i r d s  in v o lv e d  w ere  

p i n t a i l s ,  c a n v a sb a c k , m a l l a r d s , l e s s e r  s c a u p , an d  an  o c c a s io n a l  

t e a l .  B ecau se  C a ta h o u la  L ake i s  so  im p o r ta n t  i n  th e  s t a t e  a s  a 

w in t e r in g  a r e a ,  an d  to  h u n t e r s ,  th e  D e p a rtm en t h a s  done e x te n 

s iv e  r e s e a r c h  on th e  la k e  i n  r e g a r d  to  th e  l e a d  p o is o n in g  p r o 

b lem  and  l e a d  d e p o s i t i o n .  We h a v e  sa m p le d  th e  s o i l s  on  C a ta h o u la  

L ake to  d e te rm in e  w ha t th e  r a t e  o f  l e a d  d e p o s i t i o n  i s  on a p e r  

a c r e  b a s i s .  You can  s e e  when th e  la k e  i s  d ry , th e  s a m p le r  h a s  

t o  b e  d r iv e n  i n t o  th e  g ro u n d  w i th  a  h e a v y  im p le m e n t. T h ese  s o i l



34

sa m p le s  a r e  w ashed  th ro u g h  s c r e e n s  and  th e  l e a d  s h o t  a r e  th e n  

r e c o v e r e d .

T h is  s l i d e  s im p ly  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  num ber o f  p e l l e t s  fo u n d  

a ro u n d  some o f  th e  o l d e r  b l i n d s  on C a ta h o u la  L ak e . They h a v e  

b e e n  h u n te d  s in c e  b a c k  in  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 's .  O ver a  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  

p e l l e t s  p e r  a c r e  in  th e  to p  e i g h t  in c h e s  o f  th e  s o i l .  O ver th e  

la k e  a s  a  w h o le , o v e r  th e  e n t i r e  tw e n ty - s ix  th o u s a n d  a c r e s ,  

t h e r e  i s  an  a v e ra g e  o f  n e a r l y  t h i r t y  th o u s a n d  p e l l e t s  p e r  a c r e  

i n  t h e  to p  e ig h t  in c h e s  o f  th e  s o i l .

One o f  th e  o t h e r  t h in g s  we h a v e  done a t  C a ta h o u la  L ake to  

d e te rm in e  th e  e x t e n t  o f  th e  l e a d  p o is o n in g  p ro b le m  i s  t o  c o n ta c t  

h u n t e r s .  They h a v e  v o lu n te e r e d  to  g iv e  u s  g i z z a r d s  from  some o f  

th e  b i r d s  t h a t  th e y  h av e  h a r v e s t e d .  The g iz z a r d s  w ere  rem oved  

fro m  th e  b i r d s  an d  o p en ed  and  exam ined  f o r  i n g e s t e d  l e a d .  The 

p o i n t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  made in  p r e v io u s  comments t h a t  some o f  t h i s  

l e a d  i s  e x tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d .  I t ' s  b e e n  g ro u n d  down to  

v e ry  s m a ll  w a fe r s  and  m ust b e  ex am in ed  in  a  w h i te  t r a y  u n d e r  a  

l i g h t  t o  b e  fo u n d .

T h is  s l i d e  h e r e  w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  some o f  th e  l e a d  t h a t  we 

rem oved from  b i r d s  t h a t  w ere  k i l l e d  by  h u n t e r s  l a s t  y e a r .  The 

to p  row o f  s h o t  i s  r e c e n t l y  i n g e s t e d  l e a d  w h ich  i s  a lm o s t  th e  

same s i z e  a s  i t  comes o u t  th e  gun b a r r e l .  I t  v a r i e s  from  t h a t  

down t o  a b o u t h a l f  s i z e  and  th e n  in  th e  b o tto m  p i c t u r e ,  y o u  a r e  

lo o k in g  a t  l i t t l e  t i n y  w a fe r s  a b o u t th e  s i z e  o f  th e  p o i n t  o f  a 

l e a d  p e n c i l .  I t ' s  e x tr e m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when

m ixed  in  w i th  th e  fo o d  c o n te n t s  t h a t  a r e  in  th e  g i z z a r d .  You
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h a v e  to  w ash t h i s  s t u f f  down v e ry  c a r e f u l l y  an d  exam ine  i t  u n d e r  

i n t e n s e  l i g h t  to  s e e  t h e s e  p a r t i c l e s .

W e ll, t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  w ork t h a t  we h a v e  done in  

c o l l e c t i n g  g i z z a r d s  on C a ta h o u la  L ake h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  th e  f o l lo w 

in g  f i g u r e s . From 490 m a l l a r d  g i z z a r d s  ex am in e d , 166 o f  them  

h a d  in g e s te d  l e a d  f o r  34 p e r  c e n t .  I  t h in k  you  s h o u ld  rem em ber 

some o f  th e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  w e re  a l r e a d y  g iv e n  to  you  in v o lv in g  

o t h e r  a r e a s  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  c o n c e rn in g  i n g e s t e d  l e a d .  

U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  we a r e  f i n d in g  h e r e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i th  m a l la r d s  

t h a t  i t ' s  ru n n in g  anyw here  from  two to  t h r e e  t im e s  th e  r a t e  

t h a t  was fo u n d  in  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  P i n t a i l s  a ro u n d  11 p e r  c e n t , 

r in g - n e c k  d u c k s- - 9  p e r  c e n t ,  l e s s e r  sc a u p  a b o u t 28 p e r  c e n t .

T h ese  w ere  from  b i r d s  s h o t  by  h u n te r s  d u r in g  th e  duck s e a s o n  a t  

v a r io u s  t im e s .

The o t h e r  p ro b le m  a r e a  t h a t  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  a 

l i t t l e  b i t  i s  s o u th w e s t  L o u is ia n a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  r i c e  f i e l d s . 

H ere  a g a in  t h i s  s l i d e ,  i f  you w i l l  lo o k  a t  th e  num ber o f  o c c u r 

r e n c e s  o f  docum ented  l e a d  p o is o n in g  o u tb r e a k s  you w i l l  s e e  a g r e a t  

many o f  them  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  in  r i c e  f i e l d s . L a c a s s in e  N a t io n a l  

W i l d l i f e  R efuge h a s  b e e n  an  a r e a  w here  l e a d - s i c k  b i r d s  h ave  

a c c u m u la te d , n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  p ic k in g  up l e a d  

s h o t  r i g h t  t h e r e  b u t  t h e s e  b i r d s  a r e  f e e d in g  o u t  n o r t h  o f  th e  

R efu g e  in to  th e  r i c e  f i e l d s . They a r e  p ic k in g  up l e a d  a t  th o s e  

l o c a t i o n s  and th e n  m oving b a c k  to  th e  R efu g e  w h ere  th e y  rem a in  

f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  an d  f o r  r e s t . As a  r e s u l t ,  l e a d - s i c k  b i r d s  

a c c u m u la te  a t  t h e  R e fu g e . In  1 9 73 , we e s t im a te d  o v e r  t h r e e
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th o u s a n d  snow g e e s e  d ie d  a t  L a c a s s in e  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e fu g e . 

B ird s  from  t h a t  d i e - o f f  w ere  fo u n d  a s  f a r  away as  S a b in e  N a t io n a l  

W i l d l i f e  R efuge  and  a s  f a r  s o u th  a s  R o c k e f e l l e r  R e fu g e . We 

p ic k e d  up a num ber o f  t h e s e  s i c k  g e e s e  w i th  dogs an d  exam ined  

th e  g iz z a r d s  from  t h e s e  b i r d s  and  in  e v e ry  c a s e  we fo u n d  in g e s t e d  

l e a d  in  th e  g i z z a r d  w h ic h  i n d i c a t e d ,  o b v io u s ly ,  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g .

To b a ck  up f i e l d  t e c h n i q u e s , we s e n t  t i s s u e s  o f  b i r d s  to  

th e  la b  a t  LSU and  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  ex am in ed . The v e t s  t o l d  us 

t h a t  l e t h a l  am ounts o f  l e a d  w e re  c a r r i e d  in  th e  t i s s u e s  o f  th e s e  

b i r d s . T hese  o u tb r e a k s  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  i n  1977 w ere  c o n f irm e d  by  

b o th  lo o k in g  in  th e  f i e l d  an d  in  s e n d in g  t i s s u e  sa m p le s  to  th e  

l a b .

S o i l  s a m p lin g  i s  th e  o t h e r  t h in g  we h a v e  done in  th e  r i c e  

f i e l d s  to  g e t  an  id e a  o f  w ha t k in d  o f  p ro b le m  we a r e  d e a l in g  

w i th  and  th e  e x t e n t  o f  l e a d  a v a i l a b l e  i n  r i c e  f i e l d s .  We h av e  

ex am in ed  a r i c e  f i e l d  b l i n d  a f t e r  th e  h u n t in g  s e a s o n  was o v e r  

and  to o k  random  s o i l  sa m p le s  one  f o o t  s q u a r e , f o u r  in c h e s  d e e p .

H ere  a g a in  t h e s e  sa m p le s  w ere  r e t u r n e d  to  th e  l a b o r a t o r y  an d  w ashed  

o u t  th ro u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  s c r e e n s  and  an y  l e a d  s h o t  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e  

was r e c o v e r e d  and  docum en ted .

One r i c e  f i e l d  r e s e r v o i r  was ex am in ed  by  a  g r a d u a te  

s t u d e n t  a t  LSU in  1975 th ro u g h  a r e s e a r c h  p ro g ram . He fo u n d  

t h a t  a t  A very I s l a n d  c a n v a sb a c k s  w ere  d y in g  on a  s i n g l e  119 a c r e  

r e s e r v o i r .  I n  1975 h e  to o k  s o i l  sa m p le s  fro m  th e  b o tto m  o f  

t h a t  r e s e r v o i r ,  and  h e  fo u n d  t h a t  on th e  a v e ra g e  180 ,0 0 0  l e a d  

p e l l e t s  p e r  a c r e  on th e  b o tto m  o f  t h i s  r e s e r v o i r . T hese p e l l e t s ,
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o f  c o u r s e , w ere  a v a i l a b l e  to  - fe e d in g  b i r d s .  The r i c e  f i e l d  

b l i n d  t h a t  we sa m p le d  b e lo w  Gueydan i n  one  o f  th e  r i c e  f i e l d s  

t h e r e  i n d i c a t e d  2 1 ,7 8 0  p e l l e t s  p e r  a c r e .  In  a n o th e r  a r e a  we 

h a v e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  s o u th  L o u is ia n a  j u s t  t o  s e e  i f  we c o u ld  

r e c o v e r  s h o t  i n  th e  m arsh  a t  G rand C h e n ie r  we e s t im a te d  3 4 ,2 5 6  

s h o t  p e r  a c r e .

As f a r  a s  th e  S t a t e  i s  c o n c e rn e d , I  h a v e  one  o th e r  

s e r i e s  o f  s l i d e s  t o  show y o u . T h is  map o f  th e  S t a t e  j u s t  

i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  a r e a s  w h ere  we h a v e  c o l l e c t e d  g iz z a r d s  d u r in g  

th e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  to  lo o k  a t  th e  l e a d  i n g e s t i o n  p ro b lem  as 

a  w h o le  h e r e  i n  L o u is ia n a .  T h ese  g i z z a r d s ,  h e r e  a g a in ,  w ere  

r e t u r n e d  t o  th e  la b  and  exam ined  f o r  i n g e s t e d  l e a d .  The num bers 

o f  g i z z a r d s  ex am in ed  in v o lv e d  th o u s a n d s  o f  b i r d s .  The g i z z a r d  

c o n te n t s  w ere  w ashed  o u t  c a r e f u l l y  and  any  l e a d  p e l l e t s  t h a t  

w ere  fo u n d  w ere  r e c o r d e d  f o r  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  b i r d .  I f  t h e r e  

was any  q u e s t io n  a s  to  w h e th e r  th e  l e a d  fo u n d  was s h o t  i n t o  th e  

g i z z a r d  o r  w h e th e r  i t  was i n g e s t e d ,  we s im p ly  ex am in ed  th e s e  

p e l l e t s  u n d e r  th e  m ic ro s c o p e . I f  a  l e a d  p e l l e t  h a s  gone th ro u g h  

th e  g i z z a r d  w i th  th e  f o r c e  t o  p e n e t r a t e  to  th e  i n s i d e  i t  w i l l  

b e  d e fo rm ed  and  o u t o f  s h a p e . T h a t p a r t i c u l a r  g i z z a r d  w as k ic k e d  

o u t  o f  th e  sam p le  an d  d i d n ' t  c o u n t .  O nly  th o s e  p e l l e t s  t h a t  

show ed s ig n s  o f  w e a r  from  t h e  g r in d in g  a c t i o n  o f  th e  g i z z a r d  

w ere  u se d  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  e x t e n t  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n in g  in  b i r d s  

i n  L o u is ia n a .

T h is  i s  th e  same s l i d e  shown a w h i le  ago j u s t  to  empha

s i z e  t h a t  th e s e  p e l l e t s  a r e  re d u c e d  in  s i z e  from  th e  g r in d in g
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a c t io n  o f  th e  g i z z a r d .  They a r e  d i f f i c u l t  to  f i n d .  On th e  

w h o le , t h i s  i s  w h a t th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  lo o k s  l i k e  on a 

s p e c ie s  b y  s p e c i e s  b a s i s .  T w enty -tw o  h u n d re d  p lu s  m a l la r d  

g i z z a r d s , 14% c o n ta in  a t  l e a s t  one i n g e s t e d  l e a d  p e l l e t . Mot

t l e d  d u c k s , w h ich  a  l o t  o f  you  know a s  summer F re n c h  d u c k s , i s  

a  b i r d  t h a t  does n o t  m ig r a te  i n t o  L o u is ia n a  b u t  re m a in s  h e r e  

and  b r e e d s  h e r e . I t ' s  an im p o r ta n t  b i r d  l o c a l l y  i n  s o u th w e s t  

and  s o u t h e a s t  L o u is ia n a ,  b o th  in  th e  r i c e  f i e l d s  and  in  th e  

m a rsh . T w e n ty -s ix  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e s e  ducks h a d  a t  l e a s t  one l e a d  

p e l l e t  in  t h e i r  g i z z a r d - - i n g e s t e d  l e a d .  G ra d u a te  r e s e a r c h  w ork 

done a t  LSU i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th o s e  b i r d s  a r e  a l s o  p ic k in g  up le a d  

in  th e  summer and  i n  th e  s p r i n g ,  b o th  p r i o r  to  an d  a f t e r  th e  

h u n t in g  s e a s o n . P i n t a i l s , 1200 b i r d s , c o n ta in e d  12 p e r  c e n t ;  

L e s s e r  S c a u p , 368 b i r d s ,  31 p e r  c e n t .  T hose  a r e  th e  f o u r  s p e c ie s  

i n  th e  S t a t e  t h a t  seem  to  h a v e  th e  w o r s t  p ro b le m . The l a r g e s t  

p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th o s e  b i r d s  a r e  c a r r y i n g  l e a d .  We a l s o  lo o k e d  a t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  num bers o f  o t h e r  d u c k s . I f  you lo o k  down a t  g re e n  

w ing  t e a l  and  g a d w a ll  and  s h o v e le r ,  th o s e  s p e c i e s  c a r r y  v e ry ,  

v e ry  low  l e v e l s  o f  i n g e s t e d  l e a d .  H ere  a g a in ,  I  w ou ld  j u s t  l i k e  

to  sum m arize by  s a y in g  we h a v e  h a d  docum en ted  p ro b le m s o f  l e a d  

p o is o n in g  h e r e  in  L o u is ia n a .  We th in k  we know w h ere  th e  s e r i o u s  

p ro b lem s a r e .  The s t e e l  s h o t  z o n e s  h a v e  b e e n  a p p l i e d  to  th o s e  

a r e a s .  We f e e l  l i k e  we h a v e  good  in f o r m a t io n  on l e a d  p o is o n in g  

and  th e  r e g u l a t i o n ,  we t h i n k ,  i s  c a l l e d  f o r .  The am ount o f  

l e a d  p u t  i n t o  L o u i s i a n a 's  w e t la n d s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  

w a te r fo w l h u n t in g  i s  e x tr e m e ly  l a r g e .  T h a t c o n c lu d e s  my 

r e m a rk s .
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MR. RICHARD YANCEY: Thank y o u , Hugh. T h is  c o n c lu d e s

o u r  p a n e l  o f  s p e a k e r s .  In  c a s e  anyone came in  l a t e ,  we w ou ld  

l i k e  to  a d v is e  you t h a t  th e  C om m ission w i l l  m ee t W ednesday m orn

in g  in  B a to n  Rouge a t  1 1 :0 0  A.M. t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  i t  

w ish e s  to  se e  t h i s  y e a r 's  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n t in u e d  o r  

d i s c o n t in u e d .

Now, t h e r e ' s  one s e t  o f  f i g u r e s  I  h av e  h e r e  t h a t  I  g o t  

from  Bob S m ith  e a r l i e r  t h a t  I  t h in k  you s h o u ld  b e  made aw are  o f .  

Of tw e n ty - tw o  r e s p o n s e s  w h ich  th e y  r e c e i v e d  from  tw e n ty - tw o  

s t a t e s  in  th e  t h r e e  e a s t e r n  f ly w a y s , tw e n ty -o n e  o f  th o s e  s t a t e s  

h a v e  re s p o n d e d  in  th e  a f f i r m a t i v e  w i th  r e g a r d  to  c o n t in u in g  

s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  p r e v i o u s ly  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  

. th o s e  s t a t e s .  One s t a t e  h a s  v o te d  to  n o t  h av e  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  in  i t s  s t a t e  e x c e p t  on th e  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e fu g e . 

T h e re  a r e  some s t a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  y e t  re s p o n d e d  and  we a r e  one 

o f  them . T h ere  a r e  two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  y e t  re s p o n d  

e d . A t t h i s  p o in t  t h i s  i s  how th e  t a l l y  s ta n d s  from  th e  s t a t e s  

t h a t  h a v e  re s p o n d e d  to  th e  U. S. F is h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e rv ic e  a s  to  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h i s  y e a r 's  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  s h o u ld  be  

m a in ta in e d  in  th o s e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s .

Mr. C ha irm an , a t  t h i s  p o i n t  I 'm  s u re  you w an t to  h e a r  

. from  th o s e  p r e s e n t  who w o u ld  l i k e  t o  make reco m m en d a tio n s  to  you 

and  to  p ro v id e  i n f o r m a t io n ,  e v id e n c e ,  a d d i t i o n a l  com m ents, 

p r o p o s a l s  on w hat b e t t e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  sh o u ld  b e  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  

t o  cope w i th  th e  l e a d  p o is o n in g  p ro b le m  o t h e r  th a n  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  

r e g u l a t i o n  o r  any  o t h e r  comments t h a t  anyone  w ou ld  w ish  to  m ake.
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Thank you .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERR.Y: Thank y o u , Mr. Y ancey , and  th e

s p e a k e r s  b e f o r e  you .

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Mike H ogan. Mike was fo rm e r  C h ie f  o f  

E n fo rc e m e n t o f  th e  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s .

REPRESENTATIVE MIKE HOGAN: Mr. C ha irm an , Members o f

th e  C om m ission, Mr. S e c r e t a r y ,  Mr. A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y ,

L a d ie s  and  g e n tle m e n . I 'm  n o t  g o in g  to  a rg u e  th e  p ro s  and  

cons o f  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  ducks and  g e e s e  d ie  a f t e r  becom ing  s i c k  

from  i n g e s t i n g  l e a d  p e l l e t s .  What I  h a v e  s e e n  t o n i g h t  and  

w hat I  know a b o u t l e a d  p o i s o n in g ,  I 'm  s u re  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  How

e v e r ,  we h av e  b e e n  s h o o t in g  l e a d  p e l l e t s  s i n c e  t im e  im m em orial 

up u n t i l  a  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s  a g o . I  g u e s s  t h e r e  was no s t e e l  

s h o t  on th e  m a r k e t .

I  d o n 't  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  any  b i g  duck and  g e e s e  d i e - o f f s ,  

b u t  i t  w ou ld  seem  to  me t h a t  w h i le  we h e a r d  th e  men o f  th e  

U .S . F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  p u t  i n  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  th e  s t e e l  

s h o t  a f t e r  a  l o t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and  s tu d y ,  a p p a r e n t ly  v e ry  

l i t t l e  in p u t  was p u t  i n t o  i t  b y  th e  m a n u f a c tu r e r s  f o r  sh o tg u n  

s h e l l s  b e c a u se  you h e a r d  h e r e  t o n i g h t  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  s t e e l  

s h e l l s  t h a t  w ere  made w ere  v e ry  i n f e r i o r  and  w h i le  th e y  a r e  

g e t t i n g  b e t t e r ,  th e y  a r e  n o t  up to  p a r  y e t .  They a ls o  w en t 

a lo n g  w i th  d e s ig n a t in g  o n ly  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  f o r  th e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  

s h o t  an d  s in c e  th e  s h o tg u n  s h e l l s  m a n u f a c tu r e r s  c o u ld  o n ly  come 

up w i th  a  12 g a u g e . They w en t a lo n g  w i th  t h a t  i d e a  and  i t  w ou ld  

seem  to  me we a r e  d o in g  v e ry  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y th in g ,  t o  cu rb  th e
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d i e - o f f  o r  k i l l - o f f  o f  b i r d s  from  l e a d  p o is o n in g  b y  p r o h i b i t i n g  

th e  s h o o t in g  o f  them  o r  s h o o t in g  a t  them  w i th  o n ly  12 gauge 

guns an d  in  o n ly  c e r t a i n  d e s ig n a te d  a r e a s . ( lo u d  a p p la u s e )

They t e l l  u s t h a t  th e  ducks i n g e s t  t h e s e  l e a d  p e l l e t s  

w h i le  f e e d in g  and  I 'm  s u r e  t h a t  i s  how th e y  g e t  them  b u t  i f  you 

lo o k  a t  th e  m ap, th e  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  d e s ig n a te d  i s  b a s i c a l l y ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  s o u th  L o u is ia n a ,  o f  c o u r s e , you  h a v e  C a ta h o u la  

L ake up t h e r e  and  I 'm  n o t  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  w i th  th e  t e r r a i n  t h e r e  

b u t  i n  t h e  m arsh es  o f  s o u th  L o u is ia n a  i t  i s  d e s ig n a te d  a s  s t e e l  

s h o t  o n ly  w i th  12 sh o tg u n s  i s  t h a t  a r e a  w h ere  ducks go b a ck  to  

r o o s t  a t  n i g h t - - n o t  w here  th e y  f e e d  in  t h e  r i c e  f i e l d s  a l l  day . 

( lo u d  a p p la u s e )

S u re ly  t h e r e  i s  d i e - o f f  i n  th e  m arsh  and  th e  game p r e s e r v e  

b e c a u s e  when th e y  g e t  i l l  th e y  g e t  i n  t h e r e  and  th e y  h a v e  c o v e r  

and  s in c e  th e y  c a n ' t  m aneuver good th e y  c an  c o v e r  th e m s e lv e s  o r  

k e e p  th e m s e lv e s  from  b e in g  s e e n  and  t h a t ' s  w h ere  th e  d i e - o f f  i s .  

W here, i f  th e y  g e t  t h i s  from  f e e d in g ,  a r e  th e y  g e t t i n g  i t  in  

a r e a s  t h a t  i s  n o t  c o v e re d  by  th e  s t e e l  s h o t .

Now, p e r s o n a l l y ,  y o u  know you  r e a d  t h e  p a p e r  t h a t  t h e  

U. S. F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  s a y s  we a r e  n o t  g o in g  to  p u t  o u t  t h i s  

r e g u l a t i o n  t h i s  y e a r  b e c a u s e  C o n g re ss  d i d n ' t  g iv e  u s  th e  money 

so  we c a n ' t  do i t .  W e ll ,  g e n tle m e n  an d  l a d i e s  in  th e  a u d ie n c e , 

th e y  a l s o  sa y  i f  th e  s t a t e s  w i l l  g iv e  th e  f e d e r a l  a g en cy  a u th o r 

i t y ,  th e y  w i l l  e n fo r c e  th e  law  f o r  s t e e l  s h o t .  Now, make me ■ 

u n d e r s ta n d  how i t ' s  g o in g  to  c o s t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  F is h  and  

W i l d l i f e  l e s s  money f o r  th e  a g e n ts  to  e n f o r c e  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n
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c o u ld  b e  e n f o r c in g  th e  o t h e r  many good law s and  r e g u l a t i o n s  

t h a t  th e y  h a v e  on th e  b o o k . You h av e  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  d u r in g  

th e  duck se a s o n  t h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  s e a s o n s  o p e n in g : r a b b i t ,  

s q u i r r e l ,  and  a l l  t h i s  o t h e r  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  H av ing  b e en  w i th  

th e  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  f o r  a b o u t 5 y r s . ,  I  know a b o u t w hat 

th e  com plem ent o f  game a g e n ts  a r e .  You a r e  lu c k y  i f  you 

a v e ra g e  t h r e e  game a g e n t s - f o r  t h e  p a r i s h .  Now, w i l d l i f e  e n f o r c e 

m ent i s  a tw e n ty - f o u r  h o u r  b a l l  gam e. W hat we a r e  s a y in g  i s  

we h a v e  an a v e ra g e  o f  one  man p e r  p a r i s h  e v e ry  e i g h t  h o u r s .

I  d o n 't  b e l i e v e  th e y  n e e d  any  o t h e r  r u l e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  one t h a t  I  f e e l  i s  r e a l l y  n o t  g o in g  to  h e lp  th e  s i t u 

a t i o n  we sa y  h e r e  t o n i g h t  on th e  f i lm  and  i n  th e  s l i d e s ,  b e l i e v e  

m e. I f  i t  w i l l  do a n y th in g  tw o a rd  c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  o u r  w i ld  

ducks and  g e e s e ,  I  w ou ld  b e  th e  f i r s t  one to  b e  up h e r e  f i g h t i n g  

f o r  i t .

I  h av e  b e e n  i n  th e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  now and  I  sp e n d  a 

l o t  o f  my tim e  t r y i n g  to  p a s s  law s t h a t  I  t h in k  a r e  good f o r  

c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  o u r  w i l d l i f e  an d  game and  I  sp e n d  a  l o t  o f  my 

tim e  f i g h t i n g  b i l l s  t h a t  come th ro u g h  t h e r e  t h a t  I  t h in k  a re  

b a d  f o r  i t .  We d o n 't  know how many s t a t e s  a d jo i n i n g  us a r e  

g o in g  to  e n fo r c e  s t e e l  s h o t .  I  u n d e r s ta n d  M i s s i s s i p p i  and  

A rk a n sa s  h ave  a l r e a d y  n o t i f i e d  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v ern m en t t h a t  th e y  

d o n 't  i n t e n d  to  do i t .  Someone t o l d  me C a l i f o r n i a  i s  n o t  and  

I  d o n ' t  even  know t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  a r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a ,  b u t  I  

h e a r d  t h i s .  Now, a s  f a r  a s  I  am c o n c e rn e d , t h e r e  i s  o n ly  one 

g ro u p  w i th  b e n e f i t s  from  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d , b e l i e v e  me,
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members o f  th e  C om m ission , l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n , t h a t  I  am n o t  

b e in g  f a c e t i o u s  when I  sa y  t h i s .  The o n ly  g ro u p  t h a t  w i l l  r e a l l y  

b e n e f i t  a r e  th e  d e n t i s t s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  i f  you  h a v e  e v e r  

b i t  i n t o  a  p ie c e  o f  duck o r  g o o se  w i th  a l e a d  s h o t  i n  i t  you 

know w hat i t  does to  y o u r  t e e t h .  Now l e a d  w i l l  g iv e ,  s t e e l  

s h o t  w o n 't ,  and  th e  t o o th  i s  th e  one t h a t  i s  g o in g  t o  g iv e .

Now t h a t ' s  a  m in o r p o i n t  b u t  i n  w in d in g  u p , I  w a n ted  to  sa y  t h a t .

L e t  me sa y  one m ore t h in g  in  c l o s i n g .  I  know t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p le  h e r e  t h a t  w an t t o  t a l k  b u t  I  t h in k  I  am 

b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  to  s a y  t h i s  th a n  p o s s i b l y  anyone  in  t h i s  room  

h e r e  t o n i g h t . We h a v e  a  l o t  o f  b o a rd s  and  co m m issio n s i n  t h i s  

s t a te - - s o m e  a r e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b o a r d s ,  some a r e  b o a rd s  t h a t  a r e  

s e t  up b y  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  by  la w . We h a v e  some s e t  up by  o r d e r s  

o f  th e  G o v e rn o r, d i r e c t o r s  o f  th e  G o v e rn o r , b u t  I  w an t to  sa y  to  

y o u , l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n  h e r e  t o n ig h t  in  t h i s  room , I  know t h i s  

B o a rd , t h i s  Com m ission h e r e .  I  h a v e  s p e n t  f i v e  y e a r s  w i th  them .

1 w an t you  a l l  to  know t h a t  th e y  a r e  n o t  up h e r e  t o n ig h t  j u s t  

m aking a show and  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  t h e i r  m inds a l r e a d y  made up 

w hat th e y  a r e  g o in g  to  do on t h i s  t h i n g . They a r e  h e r e  t o n ig h t  

b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  c o n s c i e n t io u s  and  th e y  r e a l l y  w an t to  know how 

you f e e l  a b o u t t h i s  s t e e l  s h o t  i s s u e  and  f o r  no o t h e r  r e a s o n .  

Thank you  v e ry  m uch .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u . R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  M ike

H ogan. D r. G lasgow . D r. G lasgow , fo rm e r D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  

L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  an d  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ission , A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  

o f  U. S . D ep artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  and  now h e  i s  a t  L .S .U .
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f o r  a  lo n g  tim e  w i th  a  l o t  o f  c r e d i t a b i l i t y . -

DR. LESLIE GLASGOW: Thank y o u , Mr. C h a irm an , Members o f

th e  C om m ission , l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n .

A lth o u g h  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  Hogan and  I  may b e  on o p p o s i te  

s i d e s  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  and  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  m a t t e r s . One th in g  

t h a t  I  h av e  l e a r n e d  in  p o l i t i c s  i s  t h a t  you  can  h a v e  th e  m ost 

v i o l e n t  a rg u m en t o v e r  an  i s s u e  and  s t i l l  b e  th e  b e s t  o f  f r i e n d s ;  

so  no m a t t e r  how much you  may d i s a g r e e  w i th  me, I  s t i l l  w an t you 

a s  a  f r i e n d .  X hope we can  a lw ay s c o u n t on y ou .

At th e  age  o f  t h i r t e e n  I  b o u g h t my f i r s t  s h o tg u n , I t  

was a  u se d  s i n g l e  b a r r e l  12 gauge  f o r  $ 1 3 .0 0 . T h a t was f i f t y  

y e a r s  ago l a s t  f a l l  and  I  h a v e  b e e n  h u n t in g  ducks an d  s p r e a d in g  

l e a d  a c r o s s  th e  m a rsh e s  e v e r  s i n c e .  I  h a v e  no way o f  know ing 

how many l e a d  p e l l e t s  I  m ust h a v e  s c a t t e r e d  o u t  a c r o s s  th e  

w a te r fo w l h a b i t a t , b u t  I  know i t  was a  l o t  o f  l e a d .

F i f t y  y e a r s  a g o , few  h u n te r s  knew t h a t  l e a d  was t o x i c  to  

w a te r f o w l ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  t im e  w a te r fo w l s c i e n t i s t s  knew f u l l  w e l l  

t h e  same th in g  t h a t  th e y  know to d a y  t h a t  l e a d  d id  k i l l  d u c k s .

T oday, n e a r l y  e v e ry  w a te r fo w l h u n t e r  knows t h a t  ducks 

e a t  l e a d  b u t  many do n o t  r e a l i z e  th e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  th e  p ro b le m . 

The p e l l e t s  I  f i r e d  50 y e a r s  ago h a v e  l i k e l y  sunk  o u t  o f  s i g h t  

o r  b e lo w  th e  l e v e l  w h ic h  ducks can  r e a c h ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  o f  them . 

T hose t h a t  f e l l  on h a r d  s u r f a c e s  a r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  an d  th e y  a re  

v e ry  l i k e l y  s t i l l  k i l l i n g  d u c k s . They a r e  n o t  o n ly  k i l l i n g  

them  to d a y , l a s t  y e a r ,  th e y  w i l l  b e  k i l l i n g  them  f o r  th e  n e x t  

f i f t y  y e a r s . So, I  h a v e  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  v iew  th a n  D r. S m ith .
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The in c r e a s e  i n  l e a d  t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  w a te r fo w l b e c a u s e  

e a c h  y e a r  we s p r e a d  a ro u n d  a  trem en d o u s  am ount and  e v e ry  y e a r  

t h e r e  i s  a r e s i d u a l  o f  l e a d  from  th o s e  p r e v io u s  s e a s o n s . T h ere  

i s  a  g r a d u a l  b u i ld u p  b u t  i t  i s  a  s lo w  one and  th e  o n ly  d i f f e r e n c e  

I  h a v e  w ith  D r. S m ith  i s  a  s m a ll  d e g re e  an d  e s s e n t i a l l y  we a r e  

on t a r g e t .

W e l l , th ro u g h o u t  th e  i n t e r v e n i n g  y e a r s  w a te r fo w l h u n t in g  

h a s  grown in  p o p u l a r i t y . T h e re  a r e  a b o u t 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  duck h u n te r s  

in  L o u is ia n a ,  a l th o u g h  th e  num ber v a r i e s  some w i th  th e  su p p ly  o f  

d u c k s . T h a t 's  a  p r e t t y  good ro u n d  f i g u r e  t o  u se  b u t  i f  you 

assum e, a s  B u tch  B atem an d id ,  t h a t  m ost h u n te r s  u s e  12 gauge  

g u n s , t h a t  th e y  u s e  No. 6 s h o t ,  and  X u s e d  270 p e l l e t s  r a t h e r  

th a n  th e  281 t h a t  B u tch  u s e d .  E v ery  t im e  t h e s e  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  h u n te r s  

f i r e  one  t im e , j u s t  one t i m e , th e y  l a y  down tw e n ty - s e v e n  m i l l i o n  

p e l l e t s .  Now, i f  th e y  b a g  10 d u c k s , th e y  s p r e a d  1 6 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

I f  th e y  b ag  20 , th e y  s p r e a d  3 2 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 . I f  th e y  b a g  30 , i t  

g o e s  on up to  4 8 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e l l e t s .

M ost o f  t h e s e  p e l l e t s  re m a in  n e a r  th e  s u r f a c e  d u r in g  th e  

f i r s t  y e a r  and  th e y  a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  to  w a te r fo w l f o r  t h e i r  

f e e d in g ,  b u t  th e  p e l l e t s  on th e  h a r d e r  s u r f a c e s  a r e  g o in g  to  b e  

t h e r e  m uch, much lo n g e r .  M ost o f  them  s in k  b e lo w  th e  r e a c h  o f  

ducks b y  th e  end  o f  th e  t h i r d  y e a r  so  th e  maximum num ber o f  

p e l l e t s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  to  w a te r fo w l d u r in g  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  

c u r r e n t  h u n t in g  s e a s o n  and  im m e d ia te ly  t h e r e a f t e r  so we h av e  th e  

maximum num ber o f  s i c k  an d  d y in g  ducks so o n  a f t e r  th e  w a te r fo w l 

s e a s o n  c l o s e s .  H u n te rs  a r e  se ld o m  i n  th e  f i e l d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .
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They a r e  to o  b u sy  a t  home c a tc h in g  up on t h e i r  c h o re s  t h a t  th e y  

h a v e  n e g le c t e d  when w a te r fo w l s e a s o n  was o p e n . They do n o t  

r e a l i z e  th e  f r e q u e n c y  n o r  th e  m a g n itu d e  o f  th e  d i e - o f f s  b e c a u s e  

l e a d  p ic k u p s  se ek  o u t  d i t c h  c o v e r  in  w h ich  to  h id e  and  d i e .

Many d i e - o f f s  a r e  p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  d e t e c t e d  b y  anyone b u t  ducks 

a r e  d y in g  365 days a  y e a r  from  l e a d  p o i s o n in g .  S ic k  and  dead  

d u ck s a r e  q u ic k ly  rem oved from  th e  e n v iro n m e n t by  s c a v e n g in g  

p r e d a t o r s .

Each y e a r  t h e r e  i s  a  tre m e n d o u s  am ount o f  l e a d  t h a t  i s  

l a i d  down and  I 'm  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  l e a d  i s  b u i l d i n g  up to  a s m a ll  

d e g re e  b u t  I  t h in k  th e  m a jo r  t h in g  we h av e  to  t h in k  a b o u t i s  

t h e  t o t a l  w a te r fo w l m o r t a l i t y  n o t  j u s t  from  l e a d  p o is o n in g  b u t  

from  a l l  c a u s e s .  T h e re  a r e  some p r e t t y  good  f i g u r e s  and  I 'm  

g o in g  to  assum e t h a t  th e y  a r e  c o r r e c t .  I  know t h a t  th e y  a re  

f a i r l y  r e l i a b l e .  I f  a  n a t u r a l  m o r t a l i t y  e q u a ls  35 p e r  c e n t , and 

t h a t  i s  a  good a c c u r a t e  f i g u r e , th e  h u n te r s  h a r v e s t  a b o u t 25 p e r  

c e n t ,  and  t h a t  5 p e r  c e n t  d ie  from  l e a d  p o i s o n in g ,  you end  up 

w i th  a  65 p e r  c e n t  m o r t a l i t y .  They a r e  n o t  a c c u r a t e  b e c a u se  

h u n t in g  and  l e a d  p o i s o n in g  b o th  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  some o f  th e  

n a t u r a l  m o r t a l i t y  t h a t  w o u ld  o c c u r  so you  c a n n o t add  th e s e  

f i g u r e s  and  u s e  t h a t  t o t a l  f i g u r e .  I 'm  n o t  s u r e , in  f a c t  I  do 

n o t  know, w hat th e  t o t a l  m o r t a l i t y  i s  b u t  I 'm  s u r e  o f  one th in g  

and  t h a t  i s  t h a t  we a r e  r e a c h in g  th e  p o i n t  o f  t o t a l  m o r t a l i t y  

th e  w a te r fo w l p o p u la t io n  in  t h i s  c o u n tr y  can  s ta n d .

I f  we e x c e e d  t h a t  m o r t a l i t y  t h a t  th e y  can  w i th s t a n d  we 

a r e  g o in g  to  b e g in  to  lo w e r  o u r  w a te r fo w l p o p u la t i o n  v e ry  r a p i d l y
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b e c a u s e  t h a t  m o r t a l i t y  w i l l  re m a in  a b o u t t h e  same f o r  a  p ro lo n g e d  

p e r io d  o f  t im e , so  i f  we p e r s i s t  i n  th e  u s e  o f  t o x i c  s h o t  and  

t h e  m o r t a l i t y  i n c r e a s e s  s l i g h t l y , we a r e  g o in g  t o  d r iv e  some o f  

th e  ducks p o p u la t io n  o f  c o m p le te  s p e c ie s  to  a  d a n g e r  p o i n t , and 

we a r e  g o in g  to  d r iv e  o t h e r s  i f  we p e r s i s t  f o r  a  lo n g ,  lo n g  t im e ,  

we a r e  g o in g  to  d r iv e  them  t o  e x t i n c t i o n .

Now I  am e q u a l ly  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t th e  l e v e r  we a r e  h a n d in g  

th e  p e o p le  who o p p o se  h u n t in g  a lm o s t  a s  I  am f o r  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  

w a te r f o w l . We a r e  s u r e l y  h e a d e d  f o r  c o u r t  i f  we h a v e  f a i l e d  to  

t a k e  h e e d  o f  th e  h a n d w r i t in g  on t h e  w a l l  an d  L o u is ia n a  i s  l i k e l y  

t o  b e  th e  f i r s t  t a r g e t . The g ro u p s  d o n T t  h a v e  any  f r i e n d s h i p  

f o r  you  o r  I  b e c a u s e  we a r e  h u n t e r s . T h ere  a r e  l i k e l y  r e p r e s e n t 

a t i v e s  i n  t h i s  room  t o n i g h t  l i s t e n i n g  to  e v e r y th in g  t h a t  i s  s a i d  

and  t h i s  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  g iv e  them  m ore am m u n itio n  th a n  th e y  h av e  

e v e r  h a d  b e f o r e  i f  we f a i l  t o  go a h e a d  w i th  th e  s t e e l  s h o t .

They d o n 't  h a v e  to  lo o k  f o r  a  f r i e n d l y  ju d g e  t o  w in  t h e i r  c a s e , 

a l l  th e y  h av e  t o  do i s  t a k e  i t  i n t o  c o u r t  an d  th e  ju d g e  d e c id e s  

on th e  f a c t s .  H e 's  g o in g  to  im p o se  th e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t ,  o r  no 

h u n t i n g . So, I  t h in k  th e  m a jo r  i s s u e  i s  w h e th e r  we w an t to  

c o n t in u e  h u n t in g ,  w h e th e r  we w an t to  c o n t in u e  w a te r fo w l p o p u l

a t i o n s  a t  som ewhere n e a r  th e  l e v e l  we h a v e  now, o r  g e t  r i d  o f  

l e a d .

I  th in k  t h a t  some o f  th e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  w ere  r a i s e d  by 

t h e  p r i o r  s p e a k e r  h a d  b e e n  p ro b le m s . . .  I  t h i n k  we s h o u ld  

h a v e  im posed  s t e e l  s h o t  f o r  a l l  g a u g e s . T h a t 's  p a r t  o f  th e  

p ro b le m  to d a y  b e c a u s e  we d i d n ' t .  I  t h in k  we s h o u ld  h a v e  im posed
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s t e e l  s h o t  s t a t e w i d e . We d i d n ' t ,  so  t h a t  a  m a jo r  p a r t  o f  th e  

p ro b le m  to d a y  b e c a u s e  h u n te r s  s e e  h i s  f r i e n d  o v e r  in  a n o th e r  

a r e a  u s in g  h i s  n o rm a l l e a d  s h o t  and  h e  h a s  to  go to  s t e e l  s h o t ,  

p ay  m ore f o r  i t ,  and  t h i s  p r i c e  i s  one o f  th e  m a jo r  i s s u e s . I f  

we h a d  gone s t a t e w i d e ,  t h a t  we h a d  r e q u i r e d  s t e e l  s h o t  w i th  a l l  

g a u g e s , h a l f  o f  you  p e o p le  w ou ld  n o t  b e  i n  t h i s  room  t o n i g h t  so 

i t  h a s  b e e n  an  i s s u e .

I  t h in k  t h a t  th e  C om m ission i s  f a c e d  w i th  one o f  th e  

m o st c r i t i c a l  w a te r fo w l d e c i s i o n s  i t  w i l l  e v e r  m ake . I  t h in k  

you  p e o p le ,  a s  h u n t e r s , a r e  f a c in g  one o f  th e  m ost c r i t i c a l  

d e c i s i o n s  you  w i l l  e v e r  m ake. I  u rg e  th e  Com m ission and  X u rg e  

y o u , a s  h u n t e r s , t o  h o ld  t h e  l i n e  on w h a t h a s  b e e n  p ro p o s e d  and  

to  c o n t in u e  th e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  f o r  w h ich  i t  

h a s  b e e n  recom m ended. Thank y ou .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , D r. G lasgow . S e n a to r

J e s s e  K now les. N ext w i l l  b e  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  R ic h a rd  Thompson 

a f t e r  S e n a to r  K now les h a s  h i s  t u r n .

SENATOR JESSE KNOWLES: Mr. C ha irm an , Mr. S e c r e t a r y ,

Members o f  th e  C om m ission , a l l  th e  h u n t e r s , c o n c e rn e d  c i t i z e n s , 

an d  l a d i e s .  I 'm  s u r e  y o u  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  to o  o r  you w o u ld n 't  be  

h e r e . I  w an t t o  commend th e  C om m ission f o r  g iv in g  u s  th e  o p p o r

t u n i t y  o f  a p p e a r in g  h e r e  t h i s  e v e n in g  and  y o u  can  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  many p e o p le  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t d e c i s i o n s .  I  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w an t 

to  co m p lim en t th o s e  who h a v e  sp o k e n , th e  e x p e r t s ,  th e  e x p e r t  

w i tn e s s e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  b ro u g h t  f o r t h . D ic k , I  t h in k  you d id  

a  good jo b  o f  p ic k in g  good p e o p le .  I  d o n 't  a lw ay s  a g re e  w i th
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them  b u t  you d id  a  good j o b .

I  am V ice  C hairm an o f  th e  N a tu r a l  R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee o f  

th e  S e n a te .  I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  h a v in g  th e s e  g e n tle m e n  

b e f o r e  my co m m ittee  many t im e s .  In  f a c t ,  I  h a v e  ev en  h a n d le d  

some o f  t h e i r  b i l l s .  I  w o u ld n 't  h a n d le  t h i s  o n e . No, th e y  h a v e  

v e ry  c r i t i c a l  q u e s t io n s  to  r e s o l v e  and  I  w o u ld  r a t h e r  b e  i n  th e  

L e g i s l a t u r e .  I  s e r v e d  w i th  Sonny G i l b e r t  h e r e  f o r  two te rm s  and  

t h e  q u e s t io n s  w ere  n o t  q u i t e  a s  s h a r p .  We h a d  some to u g h  o n es 

b u t  t h i s  i s  a  s e r i o u s  q u e s t io n .  D r. G lasgow  and  I  h av e  w orked  

e x p e r im e n ts  t o g e t h e r  and  we w o rk ed  f i v e  y e a r s  on one e x p e r im e n t 

to  d e te rm in e  w here  m a l la r d s  w en t a f t e r  th e y  g o t grow n. We s t i l l  

d o n ' t  know w here  m a l l a r d s  go a f t e r  th e y  g e t  g row n. We th in k  

m aybe th e y  a r e  s t i l l  f l y i n g  a ro u n d . I s n ' t  t h a t  r i g h t ,  Doc?

The p ro b le m  t h a t  comes to  my m ind  i s  in  p ic k in g  th e  a r e a s  

i n  s o u th  L o u is ia n a  w here  you  w o u ld  u s e  s t e e l  s h o t  a s  th e y  d id  

p ic k  some a r e a s  t h a t  h a s  humus t h a t  i s  7 , 8 , 1 0 , to  12 f t .  d e e p .

I  am p r e t t y  s u re  t h a t  a  l e a d  s h o t  p ro b a b ly  d ro p s  i n t o  humus 

a b o u t 4 t o  6 in c h e s  th e  m in u te  i t  comes o u t o f  a gun b a r r e l .

One p o i n t ,  t h e  r u l e s  sa y  t h a t  s o u th  o f  I n t e r c o a s t a l  and  w e s t  o f  

th e  C a lc a s ie u  R iv e r  you  m ust u s e  s t e e l  s h o t .  T h a t i s  known as 

H a c k b e rry , B la c k  Bayou a r e a .  Humus m arsh  and  d e e p . I  t h in k  th e y  

made a  m is ta k e  p ic k in g  t h a t  a r e a .  I  w o u ld  assum e t h a t  i t  was 

j u s t  b a d  ju d g em en t on th e  p a r t  o f  th o s e  who p ic k e d  th e  a r e a .  I  

w ou ld  hope  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  made t h i s  m is ta k e  in  o t h e r  a r e a s  

b e c a u s e  I  d o n 't  t h i n k  i t  c o u ld  b e  i n t e n t i o n a l .  P ro b a b ly ,  I  m ig h t 

add  t h a t  I  a l s o  m anaged 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  m a r s h la n d ,  to o ,  so  I  

know so m e th in g  a b o u t th e  m arsh  a r e a .  In  r i c e f i e l d s  th e y  may
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h av e  some p ro b lem s w i th  t h i s  i n g e s t e d  s h o t .  I  do h av e  some 

d o u b t t h a t  o u r  ducks a r e  p ic k in g  up t h a t  m uch, t h a t  many s h o t , 

i n  t h i s  h e av y  deep m arsh  o f  humus w here  you  h a v e  8 f t .  upw ards 

to  12 f t . o f  hum us.

I  w ould  a s k  th e  C om m ission to  g iv e  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

on W ednesday to  do away w i th  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  

t h i s  y e a r .  C o n tin u e  a  s e r i o u s  th o ro u g h  r e s e a r c h  on t h i s  b e c a u s e  

e v e ry  man in  t h i s  room  w i l l  w an t t o  do e v e r y th in g  p o s s i b l e  t o  

c o n s e rv e  and  ta k e  c a r e  o f  th e  duck p o p u la t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  go b a ck  

and  I  know t h a t .

Mr. C ha irm an , Members o f  th e  C om m ission , th e  p ro b lem  

t h a t  we f a c e  many t im e s  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and  t h a t  you  w i l l  

f a c e  t h i s  e v e n in g  and  on W ednesday i s  t h a t  th e  l a c k  o f  u n d e r 

s t a n d in g ,  e d u c a t i o n , and  b e l i e f  in  th e  p ro b le m  i s  w hat th e  w ho le  

t h i n g  i s  t o n i g h t .  I  h a v e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  an d  I  h a v e  h e a r d  much t e s t i  

mony o v e r  th e  e ig h t e e n  y e a r s  t h a t  I  h av e  b e en  in  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

I  h a v e  g r e a t  f a i t h  in  b i o l o g i s t s .  X b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e y  h av e  

g r e a t  i n t e n t i o n s  b u t  I 'v e  a l s o  s e e n  th e  c a s e  w here  b i o l o g i s t s  

h a v e  b e e n  m is ta k e n ,  an d  some v e ry  f i n e  men h av e  spoken  up h e r e  

t h i s  e v e n in g . One f e l lo w  t h a t  I  c o u l d n ' t  a rg u e  w i th  i s  th e  

g e n tle m a n  who was t e l l i n g  u s a b o u t th e  s h o tg u n  s h e l l s .  I  d o n 't  

know a n y th in g  a b o u t t h a t  b u t  I  do know so m e th in g  a b o u t th e  duck 

b u s in e s s  and  th e  e c o lo g y  o f  L o u is ia n a .  I  know t h e r e  a r e  some 

h o t  s p o t s  in  L o u is ia n a .  T h a t i s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  you  m ust m ak e . In  

th e  m arsh  a r e a s , I  do know t h a t  we s h o u ld  b e  g iv e n  a  y e a r  o f  

r e p r i e v e . Do a m ore an d  th o ro u g h  s tu d y  and  you  come b a c k  and  i f
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you  h av e  to  come b e f o r e  th e  N a tu r a l  R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee to  g e t  

t h i s  o u t ,  a f t e r  you a l l  make y o u r re c o m m e n d a tio n s , I  can  a s s u r e  

you  t h a t  we w i l l  make a  d e te r m in a t io n  t h a t  w i l l  b e  f o r  th e  

b e n e f i t  and  f o r  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  th e  w i l d l i f e ,  

and  th e  p e o p le  who h a r v e s t  t h a t  w i l d l i f e  who a r e  o u r  c i t i z e n s .  

Thank you .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u . S e n a to r .  N ext i s

R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  R ic h a rd  Thom pson.

REPRESENTATIVE RICHARD THOMPSON: M r. C ha irm an , Mr.

S e c r e t a r y ,  and  Members o f  th e  C om m ission . Mr. S e c r e t a r y  and  

S e n a to r  G i l b e r t ,  I  t h in k  I  h a v e  s e r v e d  in  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i th  

b o th  o f  y o u . You know , t o  r e p r e s e n t  my p e o p le  a s  b e s t  I  c a n .

I  t a k e  a  r e a d in g  o f  w hat my p e o p le  b a ck  home w a n t .

I  t h in k  D ick  Y ancey n e e d s  to  b e  c r e d i t e d  on g e t t i n g  a 

v e r y ,  v e ry  o n e - s id e d  s t o r y  b e f o r e  t h e s e  p e o p le  t h a t  a r e  g o in g  

to  h a v e  to  make t h e i r  d e c i s io n  n e x t  W ednesday . I  t h in k  D ick 

Y ancey d id  a  trem en d o u s  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  t h i s  C om m ission by  p r e s e n t 

in g  one s id e  and  n o t  g iv in g  them  b o th  s i d e s .  As a  l e g i s l a t o r ,

I  w o u ld  s t r e n o u s l y  o b j e c t  t o  my p e r s o n n e l  d o in g  t h i s . I  t h in k  

th e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  b o th  s i d e s  o f  th e  q u e s t i o n .

How many o f  y o u  a l l  h e r e  a r e  fa rm e rs ?  F a rm e rs ? They 

came in  and  th e y  t o l d  you  t h i s  i s  th e  way to  do away w ith  

b r u c e l l o s i s  tw e n ty  y e a r s  a g o . Ten y e a r s  a g o , f i v e  y e a r s  a g o , 

and  to d a y  th e y  a r e  t e l l i n g  you  w hat you  s h o u l d n 't  do tw e n ty  

y e a r s  ago i s  th e  t h in g  you s h o u ld  do to d a y .  We s t i l l  h av e  

b r u c e l l o s i s  i n  th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  and  i t  i s  s t i l l  g iv in g  us
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p ro b le m s . I  v a c c in a te d  my c a t t l e .  When th e y  w ere  c a l fh o o d  

th e y  l o s t  a  r i n g  o u t o f  t h e i r  e a r  and  th e y  came b a c k  and  s a i d  

t h a t  th e y  g o t  b r u c e l l o s i s  b e c a u s e  I  v a c c in a te d  them .

T h ere  a r e  f a l l a c i e s  in  a l l  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  shown u s .

They h a v e n 11 shown us a n o th e r  c u re  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  so m e th in g  

b e n e f i c i a l  to  th e  h u n te r s  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a .  I  know 

t h a t  e v e ry o n e  o f  you  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h i s  o r  you w o u ld n 't  be  

h e r e  to d a y .  I  know t h a t  I  am i n t e r e s t e d  in  i t .  I  h a v e  c h e c k e d  

w i th  my p e o p le  and  I  h a v e  th e  f i r s t  to  s a y  t h a t  th e y  w a n te d  s t e e l  

s h o t .  I  r e p r e s e n t  t h r e e  o f  th e  p a r i s h e s  t h a t  b o r d e r  on C a ta h o u la  

L a k e - - G r a n t , R a p id e s  and  L a S a l le  and  n o t  one c a l l e d  me and  s a i d ,  

" R ic h a rd , we n e e d  s t e e l  s h o t . "  They h a v e  a l l  c a l l e d  me a t  wee 

h o u rs  o f  th e  m o rn in g  and  n i g h t  and  s a i d ,  " P l e a s e , d o n 't  l e t  t h a t  

h ap p en  to  u s ."

L e t ' s  s tu d y  i t  a n o th e r  y e a r  an d  l e t ' s  lo o k  a t  a n o th e r  

p a r t  o f  i t .  T h is  i s  w ha t I  hope  t h i s  C om m ission w i l l  do . I  

s t r i c t l y  hope  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  lo o k  a t  t h i s  t h i n g ,  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  

b e  p o s i t i v e  b e f o r e  th e y  a c t .  X h o p e  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  g iv e  th e  

p e o p le  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  a c h a n c e  to  b e  s o ld  on a  p r o 

gram  n o t  b y  a few  s l i d e s  and  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  p r e s e n t  one s id e  

o f  th e  s t o r y  b e c a u s e  t h a t , l a d i e s  an d  g e n tle m e n , th e  man up h e r e  

a b o u t th e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  s t e e l  s h o t  o v e r  l e a d  s h o t ,  I 'v e  r e a d  

m a g a z in e s  t h a t  a w ho le  l o t  o f  t h i s  was t r u e  an d  a  w ho le  l o t  o f  

i t  w as n o t  t r u e .  I  know good and  w e l l  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  fo u n d  

p e l l e t s  in  th e  g i z z a r d s ,  o r  th e y  w o u ld n 't  h a v e  s a i d  s o . B u r t , 

you h a v e  h a d  an a w fu l l o t  o f  y o u r  a g e n t s ,  I 'm  s u r e ,  c h e c k in g
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l e a d  s h o t  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  s e e n  them  in  th e  f i e l d .  My p e o p le  h av e  

b e e n  c o m p la in in g  a b o u t w here  th e y  w ere  and  now I  h a v e  fo u n d  o u t .

I  b e l i e v e  w here  some o f  them  h a v e  b e e n  g o in g  c h e c k in g  th e s e  l e a d  

s h o t .  In  t r y i n g  to  p ro v e  a  p o i n t  t h a t  we a r e  t r y i n g  to  s e l l  to  

th e  p e o p le  t h a t  I  t h in k  we n e e d  to  lo o k  a t  one m ore y e a r  o r  

maybe two mor.e y e a r s  o r  maybe n e v e r  e n f o r c e .

G en tlem en , I  know you a l l  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  s e r v e d  i n  th e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  w i th  a  good many o f  y o u . I  h a v e  s e r v e d  on o th e r  

b o a rd s  w ith  some o f  y ou . I  know a l l  o f  you to  b e  p e o p le  t h a t  

w i l l  s t a n d  up and  b e  c o u n te d  and  I  t h in k  you  a l l  w i l l  do t h a t  

n e x t  W ednesday. I ‘hope  an d  p ra y  t h a t  you  w i l l  u s e  y o u r  b e s t  

ju d g e m e n t f o r  a l l  o f  u s  and  f o r  a l l  o f  you . Thank you f o r  b e in g  

w i th  u s  h e r e .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  Thompson.

Mr. P a u l O 'B r ie n .

MR. PAUL F . O'BRIEN: Mr. C ha irm an , Members o f  th e

C om m ission , h i g h ly  q u a l i f i e d  s t a f f ,  l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n , f e l lo w  

duck h u n t e r s . My name i s  P a u l F . O 'B r ie n , J r . , from  S h r e v e p o r t .

I 'm  n o t  a b i o l o g i s t  n o r  a  b a l l i s t i c s  e x p e r t .  I  am, how

e v e r ,  a  h u n te r  o f  w a te r fo w l f o r  o v e r  40 y e a r s  i n  L o u is ia n a  and  

e ls e w h e re .  I  h a v e  f i r e d  o v e r  m ore th a n  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  ro u n d s  o f  s h o t -  

s h e l l s  a t  game and  i n  c la y  t a r g e t  c o m p e t i t io n .  I  am n o t  s u r e  

how s e r i o u s  l e a d  i n g e s t i o n  i s  t o  th e  duck and  g o o se  p o p u la t i o n .  

H ow ever, i f  you  co n ced e  i t  i s  a s  b a d  a s  th e  U. S. F is h  and  W ild 

l i f e  D ep artm en t s a y s  i t  i s  th e n  you  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t up to  

two and  a h a l f  m i l l i o n  b i r d s  d y in g  e v e ry  y e a r .  My m ain  o b j e c t i o n
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to  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n tf s s o l u t i o n  i s  tw o - f o ld .  The f i r s t  

b e in g  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  i s o l a t i n g  th e  h o t  s p o t  a r e a , ’ th e y  h ave  

c o v e re d  e x c e s s iv e  a c r e a g e s  in  t h e i r  b ro a d  b ru s h  a p p ro a c h . The 

se c o n d  r e a s o n  b e in g  t h a t  s t e e l  s h o t  i s n ' t  a s  l e t h a l  a s  l e a d  s h o t  

i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  a t  lo n g e r  r a n g e s . The am m un ition  com pan ies 

h a v e  no  p la n s  to  p ro d u c e  s h o t  s h e l l s  in  s t e e l  in  any  gauge 

o t h e r  th a n  in  12. We w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  s h o o t  l e a d  i n  th e  s m a l l e r  

g a u g es  o r  e l s e  t e l l  t h e  y o u n g s te r s  and  l a d i e s  t h a t  th e  g o v e rn 

m ent d o es n o t  w an t them  to  h u n t .  A c c o rd in g  to  m ig r a to r y  stam p 

s a l e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  in  e x c e s s  o f  two m i l l i o n  duck h u n te r s  i n  t h i s  

c o u n t r y . I f  e v e ry  duck h u n t e r  c r i p p l e d  one b i r d  t h a t  d i e s  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  s h o o t in g  s t e e l  s h o t  th e n  th e  g o v e rn m e n t-p ro p o s e d  s o l u 

t i o n  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  th e  same num ber o f  d ead  b i r d s  a s  th e  p ro b lem  

th e y  a r e  t r y i n g  to  s o lv e .

T h ere  n e e d s  to  b e  m ore s tu d y  made to  l o c a t e  a b e t t e r  

s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  l e a d  th a n  s t e e l . The a v e ra g e  duck  h u n te r  c o u ld  

c a r e  l e s s  w hat k in d  o f  s h e l l  h e  i s  s h o o t in g  a s  lo n g  a s  i t  i s  a s  

e f f e c t i v e  a s  th e  l e a d  s h e l l  and  n o t  t h r e e  t im e s  a s  e x p e n s iv e .

I  h a v e  a  q u e s t io n  to  p r o p o s e . W ould t h e  U. S. F is h  and  

W i l d l i f e  S e rv ic e  go to  th e  t r o u b l e  o f  c o n d u c t in g  t h i s  m ost 

in f o r m a t iv e  p ro g ram  i f  i n  f a c t  C o n g re ss  h a d  g iv e n  you th e  fu n d s  

to  im p lem en t th e  law  w i th o u t  s t a t e  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  I  do n o t  

b e l i e v e  th e  an sw er i s  " y e s . "  I  d o n ' t  t h in k  so  b e c a u s e  i f  th e y  

h a d ,  we w ould  h av e  h a d  t h i s  p ro g ram  crammed down o u r  g i z z a r d s .  

Thank you .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. O 'B r ie n .
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HR. CLYDE DIDIER: Mr. C h a irm an , Members o f  th e  C om m ission ,

s t a f f  m em bers, l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n . I 'm  C lyde D id ie r  from  

B a to n  Rouge. I  am p a s t  c h a irm a n  o f  th e  Ducks U n lim ite d  C h a p te r  

i n  B a to n  Rouge and  member o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  

and  many o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  t r y  to  h e lp  h u n t in g  an d  f i s h i n g  

i n  L o u is ia n a .

I  h a v e  l i s t e n e d  to  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  t o n i g h t . They w ere  v e r y ,  

v e ry  i n f o r m a t i v e . B o th  p ro s  an d  c o n s . I  t h in k  t h e r e  a r e  some 

m a t t e r s  t h a t  h a v e  to  b e  c o n s id e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Com m ission m akes a  

d e c i s io n  and  i t  i s  n o t  c o n c e rn in g  s t e e l  s h o t .  I t ' s  c o n c e rn in g  

many o t h e r  th in g s  t h a t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  in  L o u is ia n a  o v e r  th e  y e a r s  

f o r  th e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  duck h u n t i n g , f i s h i n g ,  and  e v e r y th in g  e l s e  

i n  t h i s  s t a t e .

D r. G lasgow  and  Mr. B u r t  A n g e lle  h a v e  h a d  a  v e ry  c a p a b le  

s t a f f  o v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  h a v e  done an  a w fu l l o t  o f  w ork to  g e t  us 

th e  w o n d e rfu l  h u n t in g  r e g u l a t i o n s  and  f i s h i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  and  

e v e r y th in g  e l s e  we h a v e  in  t h i s  s t a t e .  Some o f  you  a s  I  lo o k  

o u t  i n  th e  a u d ie n c e  and  can  s e e  t h a t  y o u  w ere  n o t  ev en  h u n t in g  

a  few  y e a r s  a g o . You w e re  to o  y o u n g . We u s e d  to  r i d e  a l l  th e  

way from  B a to n  Rouge to  o u r  ducks and  g e e s e  and  we c o u ld  k i l l  

two d u c k s . T h a t was th e  l i m i t .  The h u n t in g  was 25 d a y s . The 

s t a f f  members and  th e  C o m m issio n ers  and  e v e ry b o d y  e l s e  w orked  

on i t  an d  we g o t  i t  up t o  f o u r .

Now we h a v e  a  p o i n t  sy s te m . You an d  I  can  go in  th e  

b l i n d  and  come o u t w i th  20 d u c k s , e a c h  10 , w h ich  i s  a  w o n d e r fu l  

l i m i t .

T h a t j u s t  d i d n ' t  h a p p e n , l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n , i t  to o k
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t h e  s t a f f  m em bers, o u r  C o m m iss io n e rs , th e  f e l lo w s  s e r v in g  on 

t h i s  C om m ission , a  l o t  o f  p o l i t i c i n g  and  w o rk . When you go in  

w i th  th e  U. S. I n t e r i o r  D e p a r tm e n t, you  a r e  f o o l in g  w i th  p o l i t i 

c i a n s ,  g e n tle m e n , and  t h a t ' s  w h a t i t  t a k e s . You h a v e  to  p la y  

th e  gam e. A n o th e r  t h i n g ,  when w as i t  when you  c o u ld  go o u t  in  

S ep tem b er and  h u n t  t e a l ?  N ot u n t i l  1965 . I t  to o k  a  l o t  o f  

w o rk . We h a v e  to  go o u t  in  th e  r i c e  f i e l d s  e a r l y  i n  S e p te m b e r.

I  h u n t  i n  r i c e  f i e l d s  an d  s e e  b lu e  w in g ed  t e a l  j u s t  f l y i n g  a l l

o v e r  th e  p la c e  and  a l l  we c o u ld  do was j u s t  lo o k  a t  them . Now

we can  h u n t .  We h a v e  a  n in e - d a y  s e a s o n . T h a t d i d n ' t  j u s t  

h a p p e n . I t  to o k  w ork  on  some o f  th e  f e l l o w s ' p a r t .  We a r e  th e  

o n ly  s t a t e  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  r i g h t  now, t h a t  h a v e  two z o n e s - -  

th e  e a s t e r n  zone an d  th e  w e s te r n  z o n e . T h a t j u s t  d i d n ' t  h a p p e n . 

I t  to o k  a  l o t  o f  w ork  on so m eb o d y 's  p a r t . We h a v e  55 days o f  

h u n t in g  s e a s o n  t h i s  y e a r .  Many, many o t h e r  th in g s  t h a t  c o u ld  

come up t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p le  h a v e  w o rk ed  on .

I  s t r o n g l y  u rg e  t h a t  th e  Com m ission b e f o r e  th e y  make any 

d e c i s io n  t o  do away w i th  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  c o n s id e r  m ore th a n  j u s t

t h i s  one i s s u e . We c o u ld  p ro b a b ly  make a l o t  o f  p e o p le  mad in

th e  I n t e r i o r  D e p artm en t and  o t h e r  th in g s  may come up t h a t  m ig h t 

h u r t  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  th e  f u t u r e . We h a v e  b e e n  w o rk in g  h a r d  

f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  d u c k s , to  Ducks U n lim ite d  and  o t h e r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  to  g e t  e v e r y 

t h in g  b e t t e r  f o r  u s  i n  L o u is ia n a .  I  t h in k  you w i l l  f i n d  o u t  we 

r e a l l y ,  r e a l l y  h a v e  a f i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I  l i v e  down h e re  b u t  

d i d n ' t  ev en  dove h u n t , g e n t le m e n , b e c a u s e  a  few  y e a r s  ago i t
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was a l i m i t  o f  s i x .  Now w e 'v e  g o t  i t  up to  tw e lv e . T h ere  w ere  

t im e s  when th e  I n t e r i o r  D e p artm en t m et i n  W ash in g to n  to  c o n s id e r  

p ro b le m s i n  L o u is ia n a  and  none  o f  o u r  s t a f f  m em bers w ere  even  

i n v i t e d  t o  th e  m e e tin g . Now th e y  c a l l  and  i n v i t e  them  to  th e  

m e e tin g  and  w an t t h e i r  c o u n s e l . We w ork w i th  them , we h a v e  th e  

c o n f id e n c e  o f  th e  p e o p le  in  th e  I n t e r i o r  D e p a r tm e n t, th e y  r e l y  

upon  o u r  p e r s o n n e l  t o  g iv e  them  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r  b a c k g ro u n d , 

t h e i r  L o u is ia n a  know-how and  e v e r y th in g  e l s e . I  c a n ' t  t e l l  you 

a n y th in g  a b o u t s t e e l  s h o t . I f  i t ' s  f o r  th e  b e t t e r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

o f  o u r  w i l d l i f e ,  I 'm  f o r  i t  one h u n d re d  p e r  c e n t .  I  c a n ' t  come 

up h e r e  i n  f i f t e e n  m in u te s , r e a d  an a r t i c l e  and  t e l l  you  w h e th e r  

you  o u g h t t o  h av e  s t e e l  o r  n o t . T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p e o p le  who a r e  s tu d y in g  t h i s  t h in g  tw e lv e  m onths o u t  o f  th e  y e a r .  

They h a v e  come up w i th  a  re c o m m e n d a tio n . I  t h in k  i t  o u g h t to  be  

t a k e n .

Mr. C h a irm an , Members o f  t h i s  C o m m ittee , I  s t r o n g l y  u rg e  

t h a t  you  s t a y  w i th  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n  and  l e t ' s  k eep  

w o rk in g  to  do b e t t e r  f o r  th e  f i s h  and  w i l d l i f e  in  L o u is ia n a .

Thank you  v e ry  m uch.

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. D id i e r .  M r. F ran k

T. H a r r i s , I I I ,  The n e x t  s p e a k e r  w i l l  b e  Mr. H enry  B e rn a rd .

MR. FRANK T. HARRIS, I I I :  D i s t i n g u is h e d  members o f  th e

L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ission , o t h e r  p e o p le  h e r e  

t o n i g h t ,  c o n c e rn e d  s p o r ts m e n , c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s .  I  w ish  to  t e l l  

p a r t  o f  th e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  th e  s t o r y  t h a t  w as n o t  t o l d  i n  th e  

v e ry  le n g th y  p r e l im in a r y  p ro g ram  w h ich  w a s , I  m ig h t a d d , w as a l l
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s t e e l  s h o t .

C o n g re ss  v o te d  r e c e n t l y  n o t  to  fu n d  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  

o f  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  p ro g ra m . I t  h a s  l e f t  t h i s  im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  

up t o  th e  s t a t e s .  We h a v e  h a d  p l e n t y  o f  im p le m e n ta t io n  h e re  

t o n i g h t ,  g e n tle m e n , b y  th e  e a r l y  p ro g ra m . My p u rp o se  i s  to  

f i r s t  g iv e  you a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  my b a c k g ro u n d  w h ich  i s n ' t  m uch.

I 'v e  h u n te d  w a te r fo w l s i n c e  I  was e i g h t  y e a r s  o ld  f o r  o v e r  35 

y e a r s .  F i f t e e n  o f  th e  l a s t  y e a r s ,  I ' v e  h u n te d  w a te r fo w l i n  th e  

s t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  s in c e  becom ing  a  r e s i d e n t  h e r e .  B e fo re  t h a t  

I  was a  w a te r fo w l h u n te r  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  M is s o u r i  and  I  remem

b e r  v e ry  w e l l  d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  o f  th e  5 0 's  when th e  F is h  and  

W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  w i th  a l l  i t s  w isdom , s t a r t e d  f e e d in g  C an ad ian  

G eese i n  th e  M i s s i s s i p p i  F lyw ay . We saw a l o t  o f  C an ad ian  G eese 

i n  th e  e a r l i e r  p ro g ram , l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n , b u t  w here  a r e  th e y  

now? They no lo n g e r  come s o u th  b e c a u s e  th e  U. S. F is h  and  W ild 

l i f e  S e rv ic e  f e d  them  c o m  an d  s h o r t - s t o p p e d  them , ( lo u d  a p p la u s e )

B u t , I  am h e r e  a l s o  t o  p r e s e n t  a  p e t i t i o n  t o n i g h t  o p p o s 

in g  th e  u se  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  L o u is ia n a  and  th e n  I  w i l l  h a v e  some 

f u r t h e r  com m ents. T h is  p e t i t i o n  i s  s ig n e d  by  563 p e o p le  in  

th e  p a r i s h e s  o f  Caddo, B o s s i e r ,  and  L a S a l le ,  C a ta h o u la  and  

C o n c o rd ia . I t  in c lu d e s  150 members in  t h e  S h r e v e p o r t - B o s s ie r  

C i ty  a r e a  t h a t  a r e  s p o n s o rs  o f  Ducks U n l im i te d .  T h ese  p e o p le  

c o n t r i b u t e  o v e r  two h u n d re d  d o l l a r s  a p ie c e  a n n u a l ly  f o r  th e  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  and  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  w e t la n d s  f o r  t h i s  v e ry  v a lu a b le  

r e s o u r c e - - w a te r f o w l  t h a t  we a l l  lo v e  d e a r l y .
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T h is  p e t i t i o n  r e a d s : ' ’We, th e  u n d e r s ig n e d ,  s p o r t s  p e r s o n s  and

w a te r fo w l h u n t e r s ,  a r e  o p p o se d  to  any  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  u se  

o f  s t e e l  s h o t  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  h u n t in g  w a te r fo w l i n  th e  S t a t e  

o f  L o u is ia n a .  I t  i s  o u r  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  i n c r e a s e d  l o s s  o f  

w a te r fo w l due t o  c r i p p l i n g  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  

s t e e l  f o r  l e a d  f a r  o u tw e ig h  any  b e n e f i t  g a in e d .  We c o n c u r  w ith  

th e  C o n g re ss  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t h a t  th e  m a t t e r  i s  one o f  

s t a t e ,  n o t  f e d e r a l  c o g n iz a n c e  u n t i l  and  u n le s s  an e c o n o m ic a l ly  

and  b a l l i s t i c a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s u b s t i t u t e  c an  b e  d e v e lo p e d , 

t e s t e d  and  m a rk e te d , t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  no p r o h i b i t i o n  in  L o u is ia n a  

a s  to  th e  u s e  o f  l e a d  s h o t  f o r  w a te r fo w l h u n t i n g . "

L a d ie s  and  g e n tle m e n , a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  I  

g av e  e a c h  o f  o u r  C o m m issio n ers  a  l i t t l e  p a c k e t  c o n ta in in g  f i v e  

e x h i b i t s  t h a t  I  w ou ld  l i k e  to  m e n tio n  t o  t h i s  g ro u p  o f  c o n c e rn e d  

sp o r tsm e n  and  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  t h i s  e v e n in g .  The f i r s t  e x h i b i t  

i s  r e c e n t  p a p e r .  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h i s  i n f o r 

m a tio n  i s  n o t  so m e th in g  t h a t  we r e f e r  to  from  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 's  

s t e e l  s h o t ’ s e d i t  o f  1976 on th e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  s t e e l  f o r  l e a d .

I t  d o e s n 't  go b a c k  20 y e a r s  o r  ev en  10 y e a r s .  T h is  i s  a l l  1977, 

l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n . T h is  f i r s t  p a p e r  t h a t  I  w an t to  r e f e r  to  

w i l l ,  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  y o u r  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  th e  Ducks U n lim ite d  

M agazine  t h a t  many o f  you  w i l l  r e c e i v e .  I t ’ s e n t i t l e d ,  " S t e e l  

S h o t -  A B a l l i s t i c i a n ' s V ie w ."  T h is  p a p e r  was g iv e n  by  M r. Herman 

B u c k s tru c k ,  S r . ,  E n g in e e r in g  A s s o c ia te  w i th  W in c h e s te r -W e s te rn  

i n  E a s t  A l to n ,  I l l i n o i s .  I  w ou ld  l i k e  to  p o i n t  o u t  a  f a l l a c y .

I  h a v e  c h ec k ed  th e  v e l o c i t i e s  p e r s o n a l l y .  I  am n o t  a  b a l l i s t i c i a n ,
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b u t  n e i t h e r  a r e  some o f  th e  o t h e r  p e o p le  t h a t  h a v e  sp o k en  t h i s  

e v e n in g .

Mr. B u c k s tru c k  h a s  a M a s te r  o f  S c ie n c e  d e g re e  from  th e  

M a s s a c h u s e t ts  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T ec h n o lo g y  w h ere  h e  a l s o  s e rv e d  as  

s t a f f  member b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  W in c h e s te r -W e s te rn  and  th e s e  a r e  h i s  

c o n c lu s io n s .  What th e  d a ta  t e l l s  u s  th e n  i s  t h a t  no m a t t e r  

w h ere  we p la c e  th e  t a r g e t , i n  th e  p a t t e r n ,  o r  how we com pare th e  

num bers i n  te rm s  o f  e n e rg y ,  p e n e t r a t i o n ,  o r  b o t h . The s t e e l  

lo a d s  a r e  s im p ly  n o t  a s  good b a l l i s t i c a l l y  a s  th e  l e a d  l o a d s .

As a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t , t h e  b e s t  two and  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  in c h  s t e e l  

l o a d s ,  ev en  w i th  l a r g e r  p e l l e t s , a r e  s t i l l  i n f e r i o r  to  s o - c a l l e d  

s t a n d a r d  one and  o n e - q u a r t e r  ounce  l e a d  lo a d .  The one an d  o n e - 

q u a r t e r  ou n ce  s t e e l  lo a d s  do come c l o s e r  th a n  th e  one and  o n e -  

e ig h th  ounce s t e e l  lo a d s  t o  m a tc h in g  t h a t  s t a n d a r d ,  one an d  o n e -  

q u a r t e r  ounce  l e a d  lo a d ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  g a p . S e v e ra l  

r e c e n t  a r t i c l e s  on s t e e l  s h o t ,  one  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  I  t h in k  you 

a l l  rem em ber v e ry  w e l l . I t ' s  an  a u th o r  who spoke  t o n i g h t .  I  

m ig h t add  t h a t  he  h a s  a m a s t e r 's  and  a  b a c h e l o r 's  d e g re e  in  

j o u r n a l i s m .  He i s  n o t  a b a l l i s t i c i a n .

S e v e ra l  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e s  on s t e e l  s h o t  h av e  s t a t e d  t h a t  

we can  im prove t h e  lo a d s  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  m u z z le  v e l o c i t y .  We 

c a n n o t do t h i s  f o r  we w ou ld  l a c k  a c c e s s i b l e  p o w d e rs . I  c o n firm e d  

t h i s  by  t a l k i n g  to  Mr. D ick  D i e t z , i n  B r id g e p o r t ,  C o n n e c t ic u t , 

w i th  R em ing ton -A rm s, and  h e  i s  i n  a g re e m e n t w i th  th e  s t a te m e n t .

I  t a l k e d  w ith  h im  F r id a y ,  an d  ev en  i f  we c o u ld ,  th e  v e l o c i t y  

i n c r e a s e  w ould  a c c o m p lis h  l i t t l e  a t  t h e  t a r g e t . F o r  e x a m p le , a



62

100 f t .  p e r  se c o n d  i n c r e a s e ,  when we t a l k  a b o u t g o in g  from  1200 

f t .  p e r  se c o n d  to  1300 f t .  p e r  s e c o n d , e t c .  , b u t  t h i s  i s  w ha t we 

a c c o m p lis h . A 100 f t .  p e r  se c o n d  i n c r e a s e ,  an  i n s t r u m e n ta l  

v e l o c i t y  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  and  t h a t ' s  o n ly  a b o u t a  25 p e r  c e n t  

i n c r e a s e  o f  40 y a r d s .  T h is  n e t  d e c r e a s e ,  t h e  in s t r u m e n t  d e c r e a s e s  

a s  th e  i n s t r u m e n ta l  v e l o c i t y  c l im b s .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s , t h e  e f f e c t i v e 

n e s s  from  s h o o t in g  on s h o u ld e r s  i s  f a r  m ore im p re s s iv e  in  e f f e c t  

th a n  on t h a t  40 y a rd s  duck .

B ut when th e y  a n sw e r t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  and  p u rs u e  p r o f e s 

s i o n a l  s o l u t i o n s  to  th e  p r o b le m s , we w an t them  to  r e c o g n iz e  th e  

b a l l i s t i c i a n ' s  v ie w p o in t .  No m a t t e r  how you  lo o k  a t  i t ,  s t e e l  

lo a d  p e rfo rm a n c e  i s  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h a t  o f  l e a d  l o a d s .

The se c o n d  a r t i c l e ,  o r  th e  se c o n d  e x h i b i t , I  w o u ld  l i k e  

t o  r e f e r  to  i s  a  l e t t e r  b y  a  man on th e  B o ard  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,

N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n , and  I  know t h a t  a l l  o f  th e  v e ry  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  C o m m issio n ers  h e r e  h av e  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  l e t t e r s  

from  th e  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  u r g in g  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  

s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s . I  w an t you to  know t h a t  i s  a  v ie w  n o t  

commonly s h a r e d  b y  a l l  m embers o f  th e  F e d e r a t i o n . One in  p a r t i 

c u l a r ,  Mr. Jo h n  M ad ison . "D ear Mr. H a r r i s : P u r s u a n t  t o  o u r

c o n v e r s a t io n  o f  O c to b e r  1 9 , I  w is h  to  comment on y o u r  c o n c e rn  

r e g a r d in g  a  r e c e n t  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  l e t t e r  to  a l l  

s t a t e  c o n s e r v a t io n  d i r e c t o r s  u r g in g  them  t o  e n d o rs e  and  e n f o r c e  

U. S. F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  

r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h a t v iew  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  

s t a f f  d o es n o t  r e f l e c t  th e  o p in io n  o f  a l l  b o a rd  m em bers, and
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c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a l l  F e d e r a t io n  a f f i l i a t e  m em bers. The l e t t e r  to  

s t a t e  c o n s e r v a t io n  d i r e c t o r s  c o n ta in s  a  num ber o f  m is le a d in g  

s t a t e m e n t s . F o r e x a m p le , i t  i n f e r s  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  c r i p p l i n g  

w i th  s t e e l  s h o t  i s  no  lo n g e r  a m a t t e r  o f  c o n c e rn  t o  c o n s e rv a 

t i o n i s t s .  T h is  i s  n o t  s o .  I t  i s  a  p o i n t  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  

c o n c e rn  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  th o s e  o f  u s  who know t h a t  th e  b e s t  

m odem  s t e e l  s h o t  lo a d s  a r e  s t i l l  i n f e r i o r  b a l l i s t i c a l l y  to  

ev en  s t a n d a r d  l e a d  lo a d s  u s e d  f o r  w a te r f o w l .  Many o f  u s  a re  

c o n c e rn e d  to  w id e s p re a d  u n n e c e s s a ry  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  

f o r  w a te r fo w l c o u ld  r e s u l t  i n  i n c r e a s e d  c r i p p l i n g  l e v e l s  t h a t  

w ou ld  e x c e e d  c u r r e n t  l e a d  p o is o n in g  l e v e l s .  H ere  in  I l l i n o i s ,  

f o r  ex am p le , ch eck  s t a t i o n  d a ta  from  5 m a jo r  w a te r fo w l m anagem ent ' 

a r e a s , l a s t  y e a r  show ed an a lm o s t  t h r e e - f o l d  i n c r e a s e  i n  c r i p 

p l i n g  l o s s e s  a f t e r  s t e e l  s h o t  w as im p le m e n te d .

The n e x t  e x h i b i t  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  r e f e r  to  i s  te s t im o n y  

t h a t  was g iv e n  on May 2 5 , 1978 , b y  Mr. Ray A r n e t t  o f  S to c k to n , 

C a l i f o r n i a .  I t  was g iv e n  to  th e  C om m ittee on A d m in is t r a t iv e  

P r a c t i c e s  and  P ro c e d u re s  o f  th e  S e n a te  J u d i c i a r y  C om m ittee 

O v e r s ig h t  H e a r in g . I t  r e a d s : "M r. C hairm an  an d  Members o f  th e

C om m ittee , I  am Ray A r n e t t  o f  S to c k to n ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  fo rm e r 

D i r e c to r  o f  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a rtm en t o f  F is h  an d  Game, 

im m e d ia te  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n , 

an d  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e  on th e  b o a rd  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  

F e d e r a t io n  a s  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t . "  Mr. A r n e t t  g iv e s  a  lo n g  h i s t o r y  

o f  th e  way t h a t  th e  F e d e r a l  G overnm ent h a s  sh o v e d  s t e e l  s h o t  

e d i c t  down th e  s t a t e s . Comments from  th e  Iow a C o n s e rv a t io n
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C om m ission w ou ld  l i k e  to  o b j e c t  to  th e  p ro p o s e d  s p e c i a l  

r e g u l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  th e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  in  th e  u p p e r  M i s s i s 

s i p p i  R iv e r  W i l d l i f e  R e fu g e .

Id ah o  F is h  and  Game D e p a rtm e n t. We a r e  v e ry  d i s a p p o in t e d ,  

we h a v e  no p ro b lem  w i th  l e a d  p o i s o n in g .  We h a v e  o b j e c t e d  t o  th e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  e v e ry  s t e p  o f  t h e  w ay, l o c a l l y ,  r e g i o n a l l y ,  and  

n a t i o n a l l y ,  an d  th e  U. S. F is h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  h a s  g iv e n  

a b s o l u t e l y  no c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  o u r  r e s e a r c h  d a ta .

N evada D e p artm en t o f  F is h  an d  Game. We c a n ' t  f i n d  any  

m o r t a l i t y  from  l e a d  s h o t .  The s t e e l  s h o t  r u l i n g  a p p l i e s  to  

N e v a d a 's  S t i l l  W ater W i l d l i f e  M anagem ent A re a . We o p p o se  t h e i r  

F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e rv ic e  p r o p o s a l  to  im p lem en t th e  l e a d  s h o t  

b an  on th e  r e f u g e .  We f e l t  t h a t  f u r t h e r  in f o r m a t io n  was n e c e s 

s a r y  b e f o r e  th e y  d id  a n y th in g .  We j u s t  c a n ' t  s e e  th e  n e e d  f o r  th e  

b a n . We d o n 't  t h in k  i t ' s  g o in g  to  a c c o m p lis h  a n y th in g .

In  C a l i f o r n i a  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  many h e a t e d  a rg u m e n ts  w ith  

t h e  f e d s  a b o u t th e  sc o p e  o f  w a te r fo w l m o r t a l i t y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .

They s a y  o u r  l o s s e s  due to  l e a d  p o is o n in g  a r e  two h u n d re d  th o u 

sa n d  o r  m ore. We s a y  th e  l o s s  p r o j e c t i o n s  b a s e d  on f i e l d  i n f o r 

m a tio n  i n d i c a t e  l o s s e s  in  th e  two th o u s a n d  c a te g o r y .  Y et th e  

a r b i t r a r y  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  in  r e f u s i n g  

t o  a c c e p t  o u r  f i e l d  d a t a ,  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s ,  and  e v a l u a t i o n  i s  

h a r d  t o  sw a llo w , p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  when th e y  h a v e  no d a ta  o f  t h e i r  

own to  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  p r e c o n c e iv e d  i d e a s .

I  w ou ld  a l s o  l i k e  to  co m p lim e n t. We h e a r  a  l o t  a b o u t th e  

B e lr o s e  s tu d y  and  a b o u t how th e  F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e rv ic e  h a s
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c o n d u c te d  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  on th e  i n g e s t i o n  o f  l e a d  s h o t  and  I  

w ou ld  l i k e  t o  r e f e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  a  r e p o r t  t h a t  I  h a d  to  

w r i t e  U .S . S e n a to r  B e n n e t t  J o h n s to n  a f t e r  r e p e a t e d  r e q u e s t s  

from  th e  F is h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  and  one p e r s o n a l  phone c a l l  

i n  1975 t o  D r. R o b e r t  S m ith . He i s  h e r e  t h i s  e v e n in g . I  a sk e d  

R o b e r t  S m ith  i f  h e  w ou ld  p l e a s e  se n d  me a copy  o f  t h e  S a n d e rs  

and  E rw in  s tu d y .  D r. S m ith  s a i d  t h a t  he  w ou ld  do so b u t  i t  w as a 

v e ry  f a r - r e a c h i n g  s tu d y  b u t  i t ' s  im p a c t w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  b e  d i s c u s 

s e d  and  p u t  i n t o  th e  f i n a l  e d i t  on s t e e l  w h ic h  came o u t i n  1 9 76 .

I t  w a s n 't  and t h e i r  e x c u s e  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  S a n d e rs  an d  E rw in  

s tu d y  w a s n 't  c o m p le te d  u n t i l  t h e  f i n a l  s tu d y  came o u t .  W e ll ,  you  

c a n ' t  t e l l  me w i th  a l l  t h e  f e d e r a l  p e o p le  t h a t  th e y  h av e  c h e c k in g  

an d  w o rk in g  on th e  p ro g ram  t h a t  th e y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a  v e ry  good  id e a  

w i th  th e  way th e  s tu d y  was g o in g  and  i t  w as c o m p le te ly  c o n t r a r y  

t o  th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l  im p a c t s tu d y  on s t e e l .  T h is  i s  t y p i c a l .

What o f  t h i s  d a t a .  W e ll ,  l e t  me q u o te  Mr. A r n e t t .  " In  1975 , 

th e  F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  r e q u e s t e d  th e  I l l i n o i s  N a t io n a l  

H i s to r y  S u rv ey  to  c o n d u c t f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  o f  m a l l a r d s  d o se d  w ith  

v a r io u s  ty p e  o f  s h o t  p e l l e t s .  The r e p o r t  was w r i t t e n  b y  D r. G len 

S a n d e rso n  and  D r. Jam es T. E rw in , th e  S e c t io n  o f  W i l d l i f e  R e se a rc h  

In  a r e c e n t  l e t t e r  from  th e  F is h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  in  an sw er 

t o  S e n a to r  J o h n s to n ,  th e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  n o th in g  h a d  (p a u s e )  D r. 

G ilm o re , A s s t .  D i r e c t o r ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  n o th in g  new h a d  come o u t  o f  

th e  s tu d y .  W e ll, I  b eg  to  d i f f e r  w i th  D r. G ilm ore  on t h i s  p o i n t .  

H is  r e s e a r c h  in c lu d e d  ducks d o se d  w i th  l e a d  p e l l e t s  and  f e d  a 

d i e t  o f  c o m  and  w a te r .  In  th e  p a s t  t h i s  h a s  a lw ay s p ro v e d  to
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b e  a  h i g h ly  l e t h a l  c o m b in a t io n . H ow ever, a l l  p r e v io u s  t e s t s  o f  

t h i s  ty p e  h av e  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  w i th  m a l l a r d s  h e ld  o f f  th e  g ro u n d  

in  p en s  f l o o r e d  w i th  w i r e .

In  th e  1975 S a n d e rs  an d  E rw in  t e s t , m a l l a r d s  w ere  k e p t  

on th e  g ro u n d , h a d  a c c e s s  t o  s o i l  a s  w e l l  a s  c o m  and  w a te r .

Even th o u g h  some o f  t h e s e  c o r n - f e d  ducks w ere  d o se d  w i th  a s  many 

a s  f i v e  No. 4 l e a d  s h o t  p e l l e t s ,  m o r t a l i t y  w as e x tr e m e ly  low . 

B ird s  t h a t  s h o u ld  h a v e  d i e d ,  d i d .n o t  d i e . T e s t  b i r d s  on a  

c o m p le te  f e e d  r a t i o n  w ere  g iv e n  f i v e  No. 4 s i z e  l e a d  p e l l e t s  

show ed no m o r t a l i t y .  No m o r t a l i t y !  .'

( a p p la u s e )

I t  can  o n ly  b e  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  some p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  s o i l ,  

p h y s i c a l  o r  c h e m ic a l ,  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  th e  t o x i c  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  

l e a d .  By th e  w ay, t h e s e  r e s u l t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  made p u b l i c .  They 

w e r e n ' t  made p u b l i c  by  th e  F is h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  They s a i d  

t h a t  we c o u ld  r e q u e s t  th e  d a ta  from  them  b u t  who i n  th e  H e l l  

knew a n y th in g  a b o u t i t ?  ( l a u g h t e r  and  a p p la u s e )

Now, d i s t i n g u i s h e d  Members o f  t h e  C om m ission , I 'm  n o t  

up h e r e  to  a rg u e  an d  d id  you  e v e r  go home i n  th e  e v e n in g  w i th  a 

b u s in e s s  p ro b lem  and  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  b y  g o l l y  you  p ro b a b ly  w ere  

g o in g  to  make a  m ess o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  an d  g o in g  to  h a v e  a  c o n 

f r o n t a t i o n  w i th  th e  w if e  b u t  j u s t  c o u l d n 't  k e ep  from  i t  an d , 

s u r e  e n o u g h , you  h a d  t h in g s  p r e t t y  w e l l  m essed  up by  d in n e r .

W e ll ,  I  f e e l  l i k e  t h a t  I  h a v e  k in d a  done t h a t  t h i s  e v e n in g , b u t  

t h e  p u rp o se  o f  w ha t I  am s a y in g  i s  th e  way to  b u i l d  c o n f id e n c e  i n  

a  p ro g ram  by  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m en t i s  n o t  th e  way th e y  h a v e  gone
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a b o u t i t .  I f  I  w a s n 't  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t i n c r e a s e d  l o s s e s  due to  

c r i p p l i n g ,  I  w o u ld n 't  b e  h e r e . I  p ic k e d  up s i c k  and  d y in g  b i r d s  

on my fa rm  l a s t  y e a r  w h ic h  b o r d e r s  th e  C a ta h o u la  N a t io n a l  W ild 

l i f e  R efuge and  C a ta h o u la  L ake f o r  a  m i le .  I  h a v e  p ic k e d  up 

o v e r  20 b i r d s  d u r in g  th e  s p l i t  s e a s o n  w i th  f e s t e r e d  b r e a s t  

w ounds and  f e s t e r e d  wounds in  w in g s  and  no s h o t  p e n e t r a t i o n .  I  

d i d n ' t  f i n d  any o f  t h e s e  b i r d s  th e  y e a r  b e f o r e . T h ese  b i r d s  

w ere  j u s t  n o n - e x i s t e n t  on th e  p l a c e .  I  d o n ' t  know w here  th e y  

w e n t; maybe t h e s e  dumb h u n te r s  t h a t  d o n 't  know how f a r  a  duck 

i s  and  c r i p p l i n g  a l l  t h e s e  b i r d s  b y  s k y b l a s t i n g  w i th  l e a d .  I  

d o n 't  b e l i e v e  i t ,  g e n tle m e n . I  a l s o  p u l l e d  th e  g i z z a r d s  from  

170 d u c k s . I  p e r s o n a l l y  d id  t h i s  u n d e r  a  f l o o d  l i g h t  a t  my 

c le a n in g  s t a t i o n  b e lo w  th e  cam p. O nly in  tw o d id  I  f i n d  t h a t  

h a d  l e a d  s h o t . I  p ic k e d  in  t h e i r  g i z z a r d s . I  fo u n d  t h r e e  t h a t  

h a d  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  t h e i r  g i z z a r d s .  T h a t 's  o v e r  a  h u n d re d  and  

s e v e n ty  d u c k s , l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n . I  hope  t h a t  t h e  C om m ission 

w i l l  c o n s id e r  w hat th e  p e o p le  h e r e  h a v e  to  s a y  t o n i g h t .  I  w ish  

t o  th a n k  a l l  o f  you  f o r  t h i s  c h a n c e  to  come up h e r e  and  s p e a k . 

Thank you  v e ry  m uch.

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , M r. H a r r i s .  Ju d g e  L ee

from  P i n e v i l l e .

JUDGE LEE: Thank y o u , Mr. B e r ry ,  Mr. A n g e l le ,  Mr. Y ancey,

Mr. B atem an . A f t e r  o u r  l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  to d a y ,  I 'm  p ro u d  to  

f i n d  t h a t  you a r e  a  human b e in g  a f t e r  a l l .  By th e  w ay, i t ' s  

h a r d  t o  fo l lo w  a  g e n tle m a n  t h a t  j u s t  l e f t  up h e r e .  I  g u a ra n te e  

i t  k in d  o f  p u t  th e  b o o t  s t r a p s  on me b u t  I  am C hairm an o f  th e
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C e n t r a l  L o u is ia n a  C h a p te r  o f  Ducks U n l im i te d  and  I  m ig h t sa y  

t h a t  a lm o s t  t o  th e  p e r s o n , o u r  c h a p t e r ,  s p o n s o rs  in c lu d e d ,  a r e  

o p p o se d  to  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  th e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  I  am 

g o in g  to  g iv e  you  h e r e  t o n i g h t . J im , i f  I  m ig h t h a v e  my b r i e f 

c a s e  h e r e , p l e a s e .

Mr. L u t t r e l l  and  I  h a v e  b e e n  w o rk in g  v e r y  c l o s e l y  on t h i s  

m a t t e r  an d  l a s t  y e a r  we h a d  an a p p o in tm e n t w i th  Mr. R o b e rt 

H e r b s t ,  who i s  A s s t . S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r .  In  f a c t  we h a d  

th e  f i r s t  m e e tin g  w i th  th e  g e n tle m a n . He was sw orn  in  a t  5 :0 0  

o 'c l o c k  one a f t e r n o o n  and  we h a d  a  m e e tin g  w i th  h im  a t  9 :0 0  

o 'c l o c k  t h e  n e x t  m o rn in g . The o n ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I  r e c e i v e d  from  

t h e  D ep artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  s in c e  t h a t  d a te  an d  from  th e  

D e p artm en t o f  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  o f  t h i s  S t a t e ,  i s  p r o m is e s .

No f a c t s ,  no  d a ta ,  n o th in g  to  s u b s t a n t i a t e  w h a t th e y  a r e  p ro p o s in g  

h e r e  to d a y .  We g o t  in  to u c h  w i th  C ongressm an T r e e n , C ongressm an 

B re a u x , C ongressm an L ong, S e n a to r  J o h n s to n ,  S e n a to r  L ong, and  o u r  

o t h e r  co n g ressm en  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  a lo n g  w i th  a  s e n a t o r  from  U ta h .

I t  was th ro u g h  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t h a t  we a r e  h e r e  to d a y  and  we owe 

them  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h a n k s . We r e a l l y  do .

I t  seem s m ig h ty  s t r a n g e  t h a t  w i th  a l l  t h e  b ig  guns t h a t  

th e  D e p artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  c an  m u s te r  a n d  a l l  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  

r e p o r t s  t h a t  th e y  w an t t o  u s e  t h a t  th e y  can  ig n o r e  c e r t a i n  

r e p o r t s  su ch  as. t h e  N ilo  Game R e p o r t and  th e  S a n d e rso n -E rw in  

r e p o r t  and  many o t h e r  r e p o r t s . T h is  p ro v e d  w hat th e  fo u r  t h a t  

h a v e  g o t  up h e r e  and  s a i d  t o n i g h t .  The o n ly  t h in g  t h a t  th e  D e p t . 

o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  Mr. B a tem an , Mr. Y ancey , w an t t o  u s e  a r e  th o s e
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t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  f a v o r a b le  and  .make i t  so u n d  l i k e  t h e r e  i s  j u s t  

one s id e  to  t h i s  s t o r y .  T h is  i s  j u s t  n o t  t r u e l

I 'm  r e a d in g  from  t h e  C o n g re s s io n a l  R e co rd  h e r e .  T h a t 's  

some o f  th e  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  I  w an t t o  b r i n g  to  Mr. S m i th 's  a t t e n t i o n , 

Mr. B a te m a n 's  a t t e n t i o n , Mr. Y a n c e y 's  a t t e n t i o n .  Now t h i s  i s  

you  a l l ' s  own b o s s e s  s p e a k in g ,  n o t  me. I t ' s  from  t h e  C o n g re s s 

i o n a l  R e co rd , and  I  q u o t e : "The im p le m e n ta t io n  an d  e n fo rc e m e n t

o f  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  b y  th e  F is h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e rv ic e  h a s  

b e e n  a  c o n t in u in g  s o u rc e  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y .  Even w i l d l i f e  p r e s e r 

v a t i o n  g ro u p s  c a n n o t a g re e  on t h e  so u n d n e ss  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y .

S tu d ie s  i n to  th e  c a u s e s  and  e x t e n t  t o  l e a d  p o is o n in g  among w a te r -  

fo w l a r e  in c o m p le te  and  many g ro u p s  b e l i e v e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e q u i r e 

m en ts  a r e  p re m a tu re  a t  b e s t .  Im p le m e n tin g  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  

w ou ld  r e q u i r e  a  c o m p le te  r e t o o l i n g  o f  th e  s h o t  s h e l l  i n d u s t r y  

a s  w e l l  a s  a  c o s t l y  e n fo rc e m e n t p ro g ra m ," an d  i t  g o es on .

W e l l , i f  y o u  c a n ' t  c o n v in c e  y o u r  own b o s s e s , how can  you 

e x p e c t  t o  come down h e r e  and  c o n v in c e  u s?  I  d o n 't  u n d e r s ta n d  

t h a t !  ( lo u d  a p p la u s e )

In  1972 abd  1973 , W in c h e s te r -W e s te rn  c o n d u c te d  a  v e ry  

c o s t l y  e x p e r im e n t .  I t ' s  b e t t e r  known a s  a  N ilo  Game R e p o r t .

Game Form R e p o r t . Y et y o u  d o n 't  f i n d  i t  i n  one m e e tin g  p r e s e n t 

ed  b y  th e  D ep artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r , o r  b y  Mr. B a tem an , o r  by  

Mr. Y ancey b e c a u s e  i t  p ro v e s  them  w ro n g . I 'm  j u s t  g o in g  to  

q u o te  you  a few p a ra g ra p h s  fro m  t h i s  t h i n g  and  I ' l l  sa y  t o  y o u , 

th e  p e o p le  h e r e ,  and  a l s o  to  C om m ission M em bers.

Now t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  w as p r e p a r e d  by  Mr. Jo h n  Madsen
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t h a t  was r e f e r r e d  to  by  th e  p r e v io u s  s p e a k e r  an d  Mr. Ed K o z ick y , 

o r  I  m ig h t s a y  D o c to rs  Ed K o z ick y  and  Jo h n  M adson. They a r e  

w i th  th e  W in c h e s te r -W e s te rn  and  th e y  a r e  D i r e c t o r  and  A s s i s t a n t  

D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  C o n s e rv a t io n  D e p a rtm en t o f  W in c h e s te r -W e s te rn . 

They a r e  v e ry  k n o w le d g e a b le  b i o l o g i s t s  and  a r e  v e ry  k n o w le d g e a b le  

in  t h e  f i e l d  o f  b a l l i s t i c s .  I  a l s o  h a v e  th e  a r t i c l e  p r e p a r e d  by 

a  g e n tle m a n  from  O reg o n . I t  j u s t  so  h a p p e n s , I  t h i n k  h e  i s  th e  

one  from  O regon t h a t  w ro te  i t  i n  t h i s  l a t e s t  i s s u e  o f  Ducks 

U n lim ite d  and  I  can  p ro v e  him  w rong w i th  h i s  own a r t i c l e .  On 

p ag e  22 , and  I  d id  f u r n i s h  a  copy  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  some o f  th e  

m embers a l th o u g h  I  d id  n o t  t o  a l l .  I f  you  n e e d  i t ,  I  w i l l  g iv e  

i t  to  y o u . I t ' s  v e ry  in f o r m a t iv e  an d  i t  i s  a c t u a l  f a c t s  and  n o t  

s u p p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  we h a v e  h e a r d  up h e r e  t o n i g h t .  On p age  22 i t  

i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  32 show ed t h e  r e l a t i v e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  th e  4 s h o t  

s h e l l s  a t  th e  6 y a rd a g e s .  They u s e d  c o p p e r ,  s t e e l  and  l e a d .

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a t  50 y d s . one can  e x p e c t  to  b a g  8 .8  m a l la r d s  p e r  

m a l l a r d  c r i p p l e  w i th  No. 4 l e a d . a s  com pared  t o  2 .5  m a l l a r d s  f o r  

e v e ry  c r i p p l e .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s , y o u  w i l l  k i l l  4 t im e s  th e  ducks 

w i th  l e a d  th a n  you  w i l l  w i th  s t e e l .

T h is  i s  n o t  me s p e a k in g ,  o f  c o u r s e , I  c o u l d n 't  g e t  Mr. 

K o z ick y  o r  D r. Madson h e r e  an d  th e y  c e r t a i n l y  w o u ld n 't  g e t  Mr. 

K o z ick y  o r  D r. Madson h e r e .

They go on to  s t a t e  t h a t  we can  o n ly  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  u s e  o f  

s t e e l  s h o t  and  th e  tw o and  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  in c h  12 gauge  s h o t  s h e l l  

f o r  w a te r fo w l h u n t in g  w i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  c r i p p l i n g  l o s s .

On Page 2 6 , th e  c o n c lu s io n s  d i r e c t e d  t o  th e  B u re a u . The
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The B u re au  w i l l  b e  in v o lv e d  i n  a t r a d e - o f f - - a  g r a d u a l  d e c r e a s e  

i n  l e a d  p o is o n in g  l o s s e s  f o r  an a n n u a l  in c re m e n t  i n  c r i p p l i n g  

l o s s  o f  w a te r fo w l and  t o  u s a  l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  s h o t  s h e l l  lo a d  

w i th  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  c r i p p l i n g  o f  b i r d s  w i l l  r e d u c e  

th e  q u a l i t y  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w a te r fo w l  h u n t in g  as  we know i t  to d a y .  

H ence , th e  B u re a u  o f  S p o r t s , F i s h e r i e s  and  W i l d l i f e  n e e d s  to  

v a l i d a t e  c u r r e n t  l e a d  p o is o n in g  l o s s e s  b y  f ly w a y  p r i o r  to  a 

f i n a l  d e c i s io n  on t h e  s h o t . Now, one l e t t e r  t h a t  I  d id  r e c e i v e  

from  th e  D ep artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  B u re au  o f  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h 

e r i e s ,  was m ost a s t o n i s h in g  an d  I  m ig h t s a y  a  g r e a t  r e v e l a t i o n .  

They s t a t e d  u n e q u iv o c a b ly  t h a t  th e  c o s t  o f  l e a d  s h o t  s h e l l  w ou ld  

so o n  e x c e e d  th e  c o s t  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  s h e l l  i n  th e  v e ry  n e a r  f u t u r e . 

I n  th e  n e x t  y e a r ,  o r  maybe two an d  I  h e a r d  t h e  g e n tle m a n  from  

O regon o v e r  t h e r e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h i s .  W e ll ,  I  j u s t  c o u l d n 't  

b e l i e v e  i t .  T w e n ty -se v e n  y e a r s  ago I  was p a y in g  $ 2 .2 5  a  box' f o r  

No. 8 's  l i g h t  lo a d  t o  h u n t  b i r d s  w i t h .  T oday , I  am p a y in g  $ 3 .6 7  

a  b o x  f o r  12 gauge  s h o tg u n  s h e l l .  T h a t i s  j u s t  n o t  t h a t  much o f  

an  i n c r e a s e ,  i f  any  a t  a l l .  B u t anyw ay , I  s a i d  I 'm  g o in g  to  t r y  

to  s e e  i f  t h i s  i s  t r u e .  I  to o k  i t  upon m y s e lf  to  c a l l  th e  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  W in c h e s te r -W e s te rn . He d i r e c t e d  me t o  a n o th e r  

i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r e . I  c a n ' t  rem em ber h i s  n am e . I  t o l d  h im , I  

r e a d  t o  h im  from  th e  l e t t e r  from  th e  D e p a rtm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  

and  h e  s a i d  t h a t  j u s t  i s n ' t  s o .  No one w i th  o u r  company h a s  

e v e r  f u r n i s h e d  t h i s  in f o r m a t io n  to  th e  D e p a rtm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  

o r  anyone  e l s e  b e c a u s e  i t  w as an o u t r i g h t  l i e !

I  th e n  c a l l e d  R em ington  up in  B r id g e p o r t ,  C o n n e c t ic u t .
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I  t a l k e d  to  t h e i r  p r e s i d e n t . He d i r e c t e d  me to  som eone down th e  

l i n e .  I  r e a d  th e  l e t t e r  to  h im . He s a i d ,  " t h a t ' s  i n c r e d i b l e . "

He s a i d  " t h e r e  i s  no  way t h a t  a  l e a d  s h o t  s h e l l  can  e v e r  b e g in  

t o  a p p ro a c h  th e  c o s t  o f  a  s t e e l  s h o t  s h e l l .  W hoever f u r n i s h e d  

y o u  w i th  t h a t  in f o r m a t io n  d i d n ' t  know w hat h e  was t a l k i n g  a b o u t . "  

I  s a i d ,  "W e ll, I 'm  r e a d in g  from  a l e t t e r  from  t h e  D e p artm en t o f  

th e  I n t e r i o r  s tam p ed  on th e  to p  o f  i t  an d  s ig n e d  b y  some g e n t l e 

man t h a t  i s  su p p o se d  to  b e  w o rk in g  up t h e r e  f o r  them . He s a i d ,

"he  s t i l l  j u s t  d o e s n 't  know what_„he i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  I  d o n 't  

c a r e  who h e  w orks f o r . "

To make a  lo n g  s t o r y  s h o r t ,  I  c a l l e d  F e d e r a l  and  P e t e r s  

and  a l l  th e  r e s t  o f  them  an d  e v e ry o n e  s t a t e d  t h a t  j u s t  w as n o t  so . 

I ' l l  move on down th e  l i n e  a s  f a s t  a s  I  c an  and  I  d o n 't  know i f

Mr. ______ w i th  th e  D e p artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  o r  Mr. Y ancey o r

Mr. A n g e lle  o r  any  o f  them  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  th e  R em ington  News 

L e t t e r  b u t  I  h av e  m ost o f  them . They se n d  them  down to  me. The 

m ost r e c e n t  o n e s ,  t h e  one I  am r e a d in g  from  now i s  from  J u ly -  

A u g u s t, 1977 , by  Mr. C a r l  Beck an d  b e f o r e  I  d o , I  w ou ld  l i k e  to  

s a y  t h a t  w hat I  am t r y i n g  to  do i s  p r e s e n t  th e  C om m ission w ith  

f a c t s - - n o t  s u p p o s i t i o n s ,  n o t  t h e o r i e s  and  n o t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a s  

I  t h in k  th e  f o u r  p r e v io u s  g e n tle m e n  h a v e  v e r s e d .  I  r e a l l y  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  and  I  t a l k e d  to  m ost o f  th e  C om m ission Members 

e x c e p t  Mr. D oyle B e r ry .  I  s a i d  t h a t  i f  I  w ere  g iv e n  a c h an ce  I  

w o u ld  g iv e  you  f a c t s  and  th e  o n ly  t h in g  I  a sk  t h a t  you  do i s  a sk  

t h e  g e n tle m e n  t h a t  th e y  p r e s e n t  to  g iv e  y o u  f a c t s  and  n o t  t h e o r i e s  

an d  n o t  s u p p o s i t i o n s  and  n o t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .
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On Page 2 o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  th e  R em ington-A rm s s a y s , "How

e v e r ,  in  s p i t e  o f  i t s  p r o b le m s , s t e e l  h a s  i n h e r e n t  d raw b ac k s . 

F i r s t , i t  i s  o n ly  t w o - t h i r d s  a s  d e n se  a s  l e a d .  As a  r e s u l t , 

s t e e l  p e l l e t s  o f  any  g iv e n  s h o t  s i z e  d e l i v e r  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  

l e s s  e n e rg y  th a n  l e a d  p e l l e t s  o f  th e  same s i z e . S e c o n d ly , 

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  h a r d e r  i t  c a n ’t  c a u s e  p ro b le m s in  b a r r e l s  o f  s h o t 

guns . T h i r d ly ,  s t e e l  s h o t  i s  m ore e x p e n s iv e  th a n  l e a d  s h o t  

b e c a u s e  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s  now m ore th a n  50 p e r  c e n t  an d  t h a t ' s  

n o t  t r u e .  I ’ l l  g u a r a n te e  i t .  You go down to  D a i l e y ’ s ; i t ' s  

300 p e r  c e n t  b e c a u s e  t h i s  was in  1977. Y et i n  l i t t l e  p a m p h le ts  

you  p ic k e d  up o u t s i d e  t h e  D e p a rtm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  now I  

d o n ' t  know w here  th e y  g e t  t h e i r  f a c t s  and  f i g u r e s . A m m unition 

m a n u fa c tu r e r s  e s t im a t e  t h a t  s t e e l  s h o t  lo a d s  w i l l  c o s t  th e  

w a te r f o w le r  a t  l e a s t  50 p e r  c e n t  m ore th a n  l e a d  l o a d s . You can  

r e a d  w ha t R em ington s a y s  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  1977 t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  i n  

e x c e s s  o f  100 p e r  c e n t  and  you  com pare $ 3 .6 7  a  b o x  w ith  $ 1 1 .9 5  

and  t h a t  comes up to  b e  a lm o s t  300 p e r  c e n t .

N ext i s  from  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  "A S t e e l  T rap  f o r  Duck 

H u n te r s , "  by D r s . Jo h n  Madson an d  Ed K o z ick y  and  t h e r e  I  w i l l  

r e a d  j u s t  one l i t t l e  b r i e f  e x c e r p t  from  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  On Page 

74 and  i t ' s  i n  S p o r t s  A f i e l d . They s t a t e d ,  "We e s t im a te  t h a t  

th e  t o t a l  a n n u a l c r i p p l i n g  l o s s  i n  b a g g in g  th e  a n n u a l  1 0 .6  

m i l l i o n  ducks w ou ld  i n c r e a s e  b y  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  b i r d s  a n n u a l ly .

Now t h a t ' s  a  h e l l  o f  a  l o t  m ore th a n  w h a t you  sa v e  by  u s i n g  l e a d  

s h o t . Any way y o u  w an t to  lo o k  a t  i t . Of c o u r s e , i n  t h e  p a s t , 

when th e y  h a d  th e  H ouse I n t e r c o n f e r e e s  C om m ittee H e a r in g , th a n k
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God NRA was t h e r e .  I  h a v e  c o p ie s  f o r  th e  C om m ission Members 

t h a t  I  w ou ld  l i k e ,  i f  y o u  w o u ld . S e n a to r  G i l b e r t ,  t o  p a s s  down 

b e c a u s e  th e  NRA w as a b le  to  p o i n t  o u t  some v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  

s i d e l i g h t s  and  a c t u a l  f a c t u a l  d a ta  to  th e  H ouse I n t e r c o n f e r e e s  

C om m ittee t h a t  th e  D e p a rtm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  B u re a u  o f  W ild 

l i f e  an d  F i s h e r i e s ,  I  d o n ' t  know i f  th e y  o v e r lo o k e d  i t ,  th e y  

r e f u s e d ,  o r  th e y  j u s t  w i th h e ld  i t .  They h a v e  b e e n  w i th h o ld in g  

a l l  th e  way a lo n g  and  I  d o n ' t  s e e  any  r e a s o n  why th e y  w e re n ’t  

w i th h o ld in g  t h a t  t h i n g .  The one  t h a t  s t a r t e d  a l l  t h i s  was 

P r o f e s s o r  F ra n k  B e l l r o s e  an d  h e  w i l l  t e l l  you to d a y  a n d , y e s ,  I  

can  make 3 o r  4 c a l l s  t o  g e t  h i s  r e p o r t  and  I ' l l  f i n d  o u t i t  was 

n o t  t h a t  much to  i t .  Even h e  d o e s n ' t ,  w i l l  a d m it r e a d i l y  r a t h e r ,  

t h a t  h i s  r e p o r t  a t  th e  b e s t  i s  a  g u e s s .  An e d u c a te d  g u e s s .  A 

good e d u c a te d  g u e s s  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  f a c t u a l  d a ta .  T h a t i s  p o in te d  

o u t  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  Now, S a n d e rso n -E rw in  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  g e n t l e 

men p ro c e e d in g  me r e f e r r e d  t o ,  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y ,  and  b y  th e  w ay, i t  

w as c o n t r a c t e d  by  th e  D e p artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  t h e  B u re au  o f  

W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s .  They to o k  y o u r  t a x  m oney; th e y  a s k e d  f o r  

th e  r e s e a r c h  to  b e  done an d  a s k e d  f o r  th e  r e p o r t .  They g o t  i t .

I t  d i d n ' t  g iv e  them  w h a t th e y  w a n te d  so  th e y  c an n ed  i t .  They h i d  

i t  from  th e  p u b l i c .  ( lo u d  a p p la u s e )

And, t h a t ' s  p o in te d  o u t  i n  t h a t  a r t i c l e  r i g h t  t h e r e .  On 

Page 3 o f  i t ,  " o f  th e  1 ,1 1 4 0  m a l la r d s  t h a t  w ere  d o se d  w i th  v a r y 

in g  num bers and  c o m b in a tio n  o f  s h o t  and  p la c e d  on  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  

d i e t s ,  o n ly  21 in  a l l ,  o n ly  2 1 , d ie d  i n  a l l .  O nly  13 d e a th s  w ere  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  l e a d  s h o t  p o i s o n in g .  Now, I  a d m it I  m a jo re d  in
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m ath b u t  t h a t  was q u i t e  a  few  y e a r s  b a c k  b u t  i f  my m a th e m a tic s  

s e rv e  me c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  comes up to  so m e th in g  l i k e  1 p e r  c e n t  

t h a t  th e y  fo u n d , o r  maybe one  and  o n e - h a l f  p e r  c e n t  t h a t  th e y  

fo u n d  t h a t  w ere  d y in g  from  l e a d  s h o t  i n g e s t i o n  u n d e r  c o n t r o l l e d  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s . Why d id  t h e  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  c h o o se  to  

d i s r e g a r d  t h i s . I  d o n 't  know. I t  w as y o u r  t a x  m oney. I ' l l  

s a y  t h i s  b e c a u s e  on th e  v e ry  n e x t  p age  an d  I  q u o te ,  "The S a n d e r

so n  -E rw in  s tu d y  w as c o n t r a c t e d  b y  th e  U. S . F is h  an d  W i l d l i f e  

S e r v ic e  b u t  was c o n v e n ie n t ly  e x c lu d e d  from  I n t e r i o r ' s  e n v i r o n 

m e n ta l  im p a c t s tu d y  on  th e  l e a d  p o is o n in g  p ro b le m . T h a t 's  n o t  

my w o rd s . T h a t w en t i n t o  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l  R e c o rd . Why w as i t ?  

T h a t i s  th e  q u e s t io n  t h a t  I  w o u ld  l i k e  to  h a v e  a n sw e re d . Why 

was i t  e x c lu d e d ?  T h is  i s  r e a l l y  so m e th in g . I t  i s  th e  m ost am az

in g  th in g  t h a t  I  h a v e  e v e r  tu r n e d  up and  why h a s n ' t  th e  D ep artm en t 

o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  B u re au  o f  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s ,  o r  o u r  s t a f f  

m em bers h e r e  on o u r  l o c a l  C om m ission , f u r n i s h  t h i s  f a c t  to  you  up 

h e r e  t o n i g h t .  1 q u o t e , "m ore r e c e n t , "  e x c u s e  me, g e n tle m e n , to  

th e  v e ry  n e x t  p age  in  th e  m id d le  colum n th e  n e x t  t o  th e  l a s t  

p a ra g ra p h  b e g in n in g  w i th  i t ,  "m ore r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  c o m p le te d  in  

D ecem ber, 1977 , a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S a sk a tch e w an  d i s p e l l s  a 

U n ite d  S t a t e s  F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  i n g e s te d  

l e a d  p e l l e t s  i n  w a te r fo w l i n c r e a s e s  th e  b i r d ' s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  to  

o t h e r  d i s e a s e .  The S a sk a tch e w an  r e s e a r c h  fo u n d  t h a t  p r i o r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  l e a d ,  o r  l e a d  i r o n ,  o r  i r o n  s h o t  d id  n o t  i n c r e a s -  

th e  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  due to  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a l le n g e  w i th  " p a s t e r e l l a  

m u l t i c i d e "  ( ? ) ,  o r  w h a te v e r  t h a t  i s .  I t ' s  some ty p e  o f  b a c t e r i a
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t h a t  c a u s e s  a v a r i a n  c h o le r a .  The m o st d e v a s t a t i n g  i n f e c t i o u s  

d i s e a s e  o f  N o rth  A m erican  w i ld  w a te r f o w l .  The r e p o r t  c o n c lu d e d  

t h a t  p r i o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  l e a d  s h o t  d e c r e a s e d  t h e  m o r t a l i t y  

r a t e  due to  c h a l le n g e  w i th  p a s t e r e l l a  m u l t i c i d e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  

b i r d s  w i th  h ig h  c i r c u l a t i n g  b lo o d  l e v e l s  o f  l e a d  may a c t u a l l y  be  

p r o t e c t e d  from  i n f e c t i o u s  a v a r i a n  c h o le r a .  ( a p p la u s e )

A gain  I  a s k e d  t h e  D e p artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  Mr. Y ancey , 

Mr. A n g e l le ,  Mr. B atem an , why h a s n ' t  t h i s  b e e n  p r e s e n te d  to  th e  

p e o p le  t o n ig h t?  Why h a s n ' t  t h i s  b e e n  p r e s e n te d  to  th e  Com m ission 

t o n ig h t?  I  d o n 't  know. T h a t 's  f o r  you  t o  d e c id e ,  n o t  me. Now, 

o u r  b a l l i s t i c s  e x p e r t  from  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O regon . He g o t up 

h e r e  and  t o l d  you t h a t  b a l l i s t i c a l l y  s t e e l  was a s  good a s  l e a d .

I  j u s t  w an t t o  a s k  you  one q u e s t io n ,  was t h a t  y o u r  r e p o r t  i n  t h i s  

l a s t  i s s u e  o f  D u c k s .U n lim ite d . I  th o u g h t  i t  w a s . X th o u g h t  I  

h a d  th e  r i g h t  g e n tle m a n  h e r e .  I  j u s t  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  nam e. I 'm  

g o in g  to  r e a d  to  you  from  h i s  own r e p o r t .  I 'm  g o in g  to  g iv e  you 

th e  f i g u r e s  from  h i s  own r e p o r t . Why d i d n ' t  h e  g iv e  them  to  th e  

C om m ission? He to o k  a  3 in c h  magnum 12 g a u g e . How many 10 , 1 2 , 

14 y e a r  o ld  k i d s ,  o r  how many women s h o o t  th o s e ?  I  c a n ' t .  Do 

you  com pare t h e  3 in c h  12 gau g e  magnum to  a  2 an d  3 /4  in c h  

s t a n d a r d  h e av y  lo a d  le a d ?  You w an t to  s e e  w ha t h i s  b a l l i s t i c s  

showed? At 40 y d s . ,  No. 4 , 3 in c h ,  12 g a u g e , r e t a i n e d  e n e rg y  

p e r  p e l l e t  2 .0 2  on No. 4 .  T h a t 's  a  3 - in c h  magnum. You d ro p  up 

t o  a  s t a n d a r d  2 and  3 /4  in c h  12 gauge  new l e a d  No. 4 ,  3 .9 1  

r e t a i n e d  e n e r g y . T h a t i s  b a l l i s t i c a l l y  e q u iv a le n t ?  Why d i d n ' t  

you  g iv e  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  t o  th e  d e p a r tm e n t t o n ig h t?  ( a p p la u s e )
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I f  you  r e a d  h i s  a r t i c l e  i t  i s  r e a l l y  r e v e a l i n g .  H is  a rg u m en t 

i s  t h a t  you r e p l a c e  a  No. 4 w i th  a  No. 2 s t e e l .  W e ll ,  I 'm  n o t  

t h a t  sm a rt b u t  w h en ev er I 'm  g iv e n  a  c e r t a i n  c y l i n d r i c a l  o b j e c t  

an d  I  t a k e  one s i z e  s h o t  an d  I  t a k e  a n o th e r  s h o t  tw ic e  th e  s i z e , 

I  t h in k  I 'm  n o t  g o in g  to  g e t  b u t  h a l f  th e  num ber o f  s h o t  i n  t h a t  

s h e l l .

As I  s a y ,  I  m ig h t h a v e  to  b r u s h  up on my m ath  b u t  I  t h in k  

t h a t  i s  som ewhere a ro u n d  c o r r e c t .  Now w h a t does t h i s  do to  y o u r  

p a t t e r n ?  What i s  th e  d e n s i ty  o f  y o u r  p a t t e r n  w i th  a  No. 2? How 

many o f  you o u t  t h e r e  h a v e  s h o t  ducks w i th  a No. 2? L e t  me s e e  

y o u r  h a n d s . One, tw o , t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  f i v e ,  s i x ,  s e v e n , e i g h t .

How many o f  you h a v e  e v e r  s h o t  ducks w i th  a  No. 4?

FROM THE FLOOR: S t e e l  s h o t?

JUDGE LEE: No, l e a d .  How a b o u t No. 6? I  d o n 't  know

how good a s h o t  y o u  a r e  b u t  b y  g o l l y  i t  i s  h a r d  a s  h e l l  f o r  me 

to  k i l l  them  w i th  a  6 much l e s s  2 , b u t  th e n  th e  w o r s t  p a r t  o f  

th e  w ho le  th in g  i s  t h a t  I  a s k e d  t h e s e  Com m ission Members to  t a k e  

t h i s  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  R e a l ly ,  t r u l y , when y o u  make t h i s  

d e c i s io n  t h a t  W in c h e s te r ,  R em ing ton , o r  n o n e  o f  th e  o t h e r s  a r e  

g o in g  t o  m a n u fa c tu re  16 o r  20 g au g e  s h e l l s . T h a t i s  a  known 

f a c t .  You know i t .  They know i t .  T e l l  t h e  C om m ission Members 

t h a t . He recom m ends t h a t  you  u s e  a  3 in c h  12 gauge  magnum w h ich  

i s  s t i l l  b a l l i s t i c a l l y  i n e f f i c i e n t .  My t e n  y e a r  o ld  boy  c a n ' t  

s h o o t  a  3 in c h  12 gauge  magnum. My w if e  c a n ' t  s h o o t  a 3 in c h  

12 gauge  magnum. My f i f t e e n  y e a r  o ld  so n  c a n ' t  s h o o t  a 3 in c h  

12 gauge magnum, an d  I  w o u ld n ’ t  h a v e  one i f  y o u  gave  i t  t o  me.
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One o t h e r  t h in g  t h a t  I  w an t to  p r e s e n t  o u t  o f  t h i s  to  

th e  m embers and  I ' l l  r e a d  i t  t o  th e  a u d ie n c e . T h is  i s  o f f  

th e  W este rn  s t e e l  s h o t  b o x . " C a u t io n ."  I 'm  r e a d in g  v e rb a t im  

o f f  t h i s  r i g h t  h e r e . T h is  i s  a  x e ro x  copy o f f  t h e  end  o f  th e  

b o x . " C a u tio n . The u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  may c a u se  b a r r e l  damage 

in  some guns w h ile , th e  s h o tg u n  i s  d e s ig n e d  to  r e d u c e  o r  e l im 

i n a t e  t h i s  te n d e n c y , we assum e no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  damage 

r e s u l t i n g  from  th e  u s e  o f  t h e s e  s h e l l s .  No. 2 . " S t e e l  s h o t  

w i l l  r i c o c h e t .  Do n o t  s h o o t  a t  f l a t  s u r f a c e s  o r  w a t e r . "  How 

in  th e  h e l l  a r e  you  g o in g  to  k i l l  a  c r i p p l e ?  No. 3 "Do n o t  

rem ove th e  s t e e l  s h o t  f o r  u s e  i n  r e l o a d s . "  W in c h e s te r , Rem ing

t o n ,  F e d e r a l , P e t e r s  and  a l l  o f  them  w i l l  t e l l  y o u , Mr. R o s te r ,  

t h a t  th e y  recommend t h a t  you do n o t  ev en  a t te m p t  t o  r e l o a d  s t e e l  

s h o t  b e c a u s e  i t  t a k e s  a  s p e c i a l  h i g h - p r i c e d  p r im e r .  I t  t a k e s  a 

s p e c i a l  pow der b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  n o t  y e t  fo u n d  th e  r i g h t  pow der 

t o  b u m  e f f i c i e n t l y  t o  a t t a i n  th e  r e t a i n e d  e n e rg y  n e e d e d  f o r  a  

p e l l e t  t o  k i l l  ducks a t  40 y a r d s , much l e s s  4 5 , 50 o r  6 0 . N o .4 . 

You a l l  la u g h e d  when t h i s  g e n tle m a n  s a i d  t h i s  a w h i le  ag o . 

" E x e r c is e  c a r e  when e a t i n g  game a s  s t e e l  s h o t  may c a u se  t o o th  

d a m a g e ."

I  h ave  a few  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  h e r e  t h a t  I  do w an t t o  make 

to  t h e  C om m ission when th e y  t a k e  t h i s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I  

w ish  th e y  w ould  v o te  t o n i g h t  b u t  e v i d e n t l y  th e y  a r e  n o t . No. 1 

i s  from  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  C a r l  G u n te r . He c o u l d n ' t  b e  h e r e  t o n i g h t  

w i th  u s .  We a r e  h a v in g  a l i t t l e  g e t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  

L each  up in  A le x a n d r ia .  H e 's  ru n n in g  f o r  C o n g re ss  and  I  know
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t h a t  we w i l l  h a v e  one m ore t h e r e  when h e  g e t s  up t h e r e  t o  f i g h t  

th e  D ep artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  on t h i s .  You can  b e  s u r e  o f  t h a t . 

He a s k s  t h a t  t h i s  C om m ission n o t  im p lem en t s t e e l  s h o t  t h a t  th e y  

r e j e c t  i t  t o t a l l y .  I  a l s o  h a v e  a  c e r t i f i e d  copy o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  

from  th e  R a p id e s  P a r i s h  P o l i c e  J u r y  a s k in g  t h a t  th e  C om m ission 

Members n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  re c o m m e n d a tio n . I  h av e  a  l e t t e r  from  

t h e  C e n t r a l  L o u is ia n a  Q u a il  H u n te rs  A s s o c ia t io n  a n d , b e l i e v e  me, 

th e  m embers o f  t h i s  Com m ission o r  some o f  th e  b i o l o g i s t s  h av e  

h e a r d  from  them  b e f o r e ,  a s k in g  t h a t  t h i s  C om m ission n o t  im p lem en t 

i t .  A l s o , I  h av e  s e v e r a l  th o u s a n d  nam es on p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  w ere  

o b t a in e d  in  a v e ry  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t im e .  You s e e ,  th e  way th e y  

g e n e r a l l y  o p e r a t e  g o e s  b a c k  t o  when Mr. Y ancey c a l l e d  Mr. G reen - 

w a i t  up i n  W ash in g to n  when th e y  fo u n d  o u t  t h a t  C o n g re ss  h ad  

p a s s e d  t h i s  o r  f a i l e d  t o  r e f u s e  t o  fu n d . They h a d  th e  l e t t e r  i n  

t h e i r  h a n d ; i t  w as m a i le d ,  o r  th e  te le g r a m  was s e n t  on O c to b e r  3 . 

I t  was r e c e iv e d  b y  t h e  D e p a rtm en t o f  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  o f  

t h i s  S t a t e  bn O c to b e r  4 t h . I t  was w i th h e ld ,  any  know ledge  o f  i t  

was w i th h e ld  from  t h e s e  C om m ission Members p u r p o s e ly  u n t i l  l a t e  

Monday a f te r n o o n  when th e y  w e re  i n  s e s s io n  and  G re e n w a lt and  

Y ancey t r i e d  to  cram  t h i s  t h in g  down y o u r  t h r o a t . W e ll, g e n t l e 

men, I ' l l  t e l l  you  I  d o n 't  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  one  dad  b lam e b i t .

T h a t 's  o u r  t a x  money t h a t  p a y s  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  and  I  t h in k  th e y  

o u g h t t o  be  r e s p o n s iv e  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .  ( a p p la u s e )  

I 'm  an e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  and  I  know , b y  God, X h av e  to  

a n sw e r t o  my p e o p le  a  l o t  b e t t e r  th a n  t h a t  b u t  t h a t  i s  t h e  way 

th e y  a c t  w i th  u s  from  th e  v e r y  i n c e p t i o n . I n  f a c t ,  I  c a l l  i t
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t h e  im m a cu la te  d e c e p t i o n . S e n a to r  G i l b e r t  an d  in  a l l  s i n c e r i t y  

I  a s k  t h a t  t h e s e  members do t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  n o t  o n ly  

th e  m a tu re  m ale  h u n te r s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  

c h i l d r e n  o u t t h e r e . T h e re  a r e  a  l o t  o f  c h i l d r e n  o u t  t h e r e ,  

g e n tle m e n . My bo y s h av e  b e e n  on t h a t  la k e  h u n t in g  s in c e  th e  

age  o f  8 . A l l  t h r e e  o f  them , and  I  t e l l  you  i t  i r r i t a t e s  me.

I t  u p s e t s  me to  t h in k  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  im pose su ch  a  r e s t r i c t i o n  

an d  ta k e  away t h a t  God g iv e n  r i g h t  from  t h e s e  k i d s .  I  h a n d le d  

j u v e n i l e  c o u r t  t h e r e  in  tow n an d  I  h a v e  y e t  to  h av e  a  k i d  in  my 

j u v e n i l e  c o u r t  t h a t  h u n ts  ducks on C a ta h o u la  L ak e . As f o r  t h a t  

d ie  o f f  l a s t  y e a r ,  I  s t a y  on t h a t  l a k e ,  M r. B atem an . I  ru n  my 

a i r b o a t  up and  down i t  a l l  o v e r  th e  p l a c e  an d  you  know i t s  

am azing  how I  d i d n ' t  s e e  a l l  th o s e  s i c k  an d  d y in g  ducks o u t  

t h e r e .  They j u s t  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e .  Now, I 'm  n o t  g o in g  to  sa y  t h a t  

you d i d n ' t  p ic k  up some d ead  ducks o r  t h a t  y o u  d id  p ic k  up some 

d y in g  ducks and  I 'm  n o t  g o in g  to  b e  th e  one to  s ta n d  up h e r e  and  

sa y  t h a t  ducks d o n 't  d i e  from  l e a d  s h o t  i n g e s t i o n .  I ' l l  b e  th e  

l a s t  t o  sa y  t h a t  b u t  I ' l l  b e  th e  f i r s t  t o  s t a n d  up w i th  you 

when you  come up w i th  a p r o p e r  s o l u t i o n  a n d , by  g o l ly ,  I ' l l  go 

t o  b a t  a s  h a rd  w i th  you  a s  h a r d  a s  I  h a v e  a g a i n s t  y o u . Thank 

y ou .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u . Ju d g e  L e e . S e n a to r

Don K e l ly .  I  d o n 't  know how you  a r e  g o in g  to  f o l lo w  up a f t e r  

th o s e  two g u y s .

SENATOR DON KELLY: W e l l , I 'm  su p p o se d  to  b e  an a r g u e r ;

I 'm  n o t  a  f a c t s  m an .
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F o r th e  r e c o r d  and  I  assum e t h i s  i s  f o r  th e  r e c o r d ,  I 'm  

Don K e l l y . I 'm  from  N a t c h i to c h e s , L o u is ia n a .  I  r e p r e s e n t  

S e n a t o r i a l  D i s t r i c t  No. 31 , th e  se c o n d  l a r g e s t  g e o g ra p h ic a l  

S e n a te  D i s t r i c t  i n  th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  w h ich  in c lu d e s  t h i s  

a r e a  s u r ro u n d in g  C a ta h o u la  L a k e , R a p id e s  P a r i s h , G ra n t P a r i s h , 

Winn P a r i s h ,  Red R iv e r  P a r i s h ,  N a tc h i to c h e s  P a r i s h ,  and  on and  

on .

You know , f i r s t ,  t h i s  t h in g  was a l l  s e t  u p . I t ' s  w rong 

b a s i c a l l y ,  I  g u e s s .  He t a l k s  a b o u t a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  I  w an t 

to  w elcom e you to  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e ric a , S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i 

a n a , v e r s u s  th e  duck h u n t e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a .  T h a t i s  

w ha t i t  sounds l i k e .

Judge  Lee h a s  b r o u g h t  o u t  some v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s .  

Thank g o o d n e ss , h e  a n d  th e  g e n tle m a n  from  S h re v e p o r t  w ere  h e r e  

w i th  su c h  d a ta .  You know t h e s e  e x p e r t s  an d  t h a t  i s  a b o u t w hat 

i t  am ounts t o .  J u s t  a c c o rd in g  to  how many you c an  g e t  and  how 

w e l l  you  p la y  i t .  I t  so  h a p p e n s  t h a t  th e  duck h u n te r s  o f  th e  

S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  d o n 't  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  p e o p le  on th e  p u b l i c  

p a y r o l l .  I t  t a k e s  g e n tle m e n  l i k e  t h a t  guy from  S h r e v e p o r t ,  Ju d g e  

L ee and  a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  good  f o l k s  and  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  many more 

up h e r e  who w i l l  t e s t i f y  t o n ig h t  t h a t  h a v e  g a th e r e d  t h i s  d a ta  

f o r  you . They a r e  y o u r  e x p e r t s . I  h av e  no e x p e r t i s e  in  th e  

f i e l d .

The g e n tle m a n  e a r l i e r  m e n tio n e d  a b o u t th e  two ducks 

l i m i t ,  th e  f o u r  duck l i m i t .  T h a t 's  a b o u t when I  gave  i t  up and 

I  w en t to  th e  7 MM Magnums an d  th e  2 - 4 3 1 s and  a l l  t h a t .  I  m ig h t
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g iv e  you some b a l l i s t i c s  on t h a t  b u t  n o t  on s h o tg u n s  . Duck 

h u n t in g  g o t  t o  b e  a d i s o r d i n a t e  p ro b le m .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: E xcuse  me. S e n a to r .  The c h a i r

w o u ld  l i k e  a  l i t t l e  q u i e t  in  t h e  b a c k , p l e a s e .  W ould you  a sk  

th o s e  m ak ing  n o i s e  to  p l e a s e  q u i e t  down. Go a h e a d , S e n a to r .

SENATOR DON KELLY: I  t h in k  w ha t th e  m ain  en d  o f  t h i s

m e e tin g  was and  I  was h o p in g  t h a t  th e  f e d e r a l  b u r e a u c r a c y  and  

th e  s t a t e  b u re a u c ra c y  w ou ld  p r e s e n t  f a c t s .  They w ould  b e  

p r e s e n t  and  p r e s e n t  th o s e  f a c t s  and  n o t  t r y  t o  p r e s e n t  a  o n e 

s id e d  s t o r y .  I  c a n ' t  h e lp  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  am a wee b i t  

d i s a p p o in te d  h e r e  t o n i g h t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  f a c t s  t h a t  h av e  

b e e n  d i s p l a y e d .  I f  o u r  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  D e p a r t 

m ent p r i m a r i l y  made up t h i s  p ro g ra m , I 'm  a wee b i t  d i s a p p o in te d  

i n  t h a t ,  t o o ,  b e c a u s e  in  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e s e  w e r e n ' t  f a c t s  

r e a l l y  t h a t  w ere  r e l a t e d  to  you i n  t h i s  f i l m ,  n o r  t h e  t e s t im o n y .  

T h ese  w ere  c o n c lu s io n s  t h a t  w ere  g iv e n  to  y o u . In  o t h e r  w o rd s , 

you  c an  s e t  o u t  w i th  any  p re m is e  and  s a y ,  " w e 'r e  g o in g  to  

a c c o m p lis h  t h i s  i n  th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  an d  g iv e  me f o u r  o r  

f i v e  o f  t h e s e  e x p e r t s  t h a t  you  p ay  r e a l  w e l l  and  I ' l l  g e t  you  

enough f a c t s  to  s u b s t a n t i a t e  i t . "  I 'm  a f r a i d  t h a t  we h av e  

f a l l e n  f o r  a l l  o f  t h a t  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  I t  d i s t u r b s  me. I 'm  d i s 

tu r b e d  f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  some o f  t h e s e  g e n tle m e n  t h a t  Ju d g e  Lee 

m e n tio n e d  w ere  n o t  i n v i t e d  h e r e  t o n ig h t  b y  th e  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  

W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  to  h e lp  p r e s e n t  some o f  t h i s  o t h e r  d a ta .  

As f a r  a s  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v ern m en t i s  c o n c e rn e d , th e y  l o s t  t h e i r  

b a t t l e  in  C o n g re ss . As a member o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  S e n a te  and  th e
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L o u is ia n a  L e g i s l a t u r e , I fm n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  k e e n  on i n h e r i t i n g  

y o u r  p ro b le m s down h e r e .  I  m u st d i s a g r e e  t o  one e x te n t  w ith  

S e n a to r  K now les. S e n a to r  K now les s a i d  you  h a d  some t r o u b l e s .

W e l l , l e t  me t e l l  y o u  so m e th in g . W hile  I  h a v e  b e e n  in  th e  

S e n a te  I 'v e  h a d  a l o t  o f  to u g h e r  o n e s  th a n  t h i s .  I  w ish  t h i s  

was th e  h a r d e s t  one  I  h a d  to  v o te  on b e c a u s e  X t h i n k  I  know 

w here  th e  s e n t im e n ts  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  h u n t in g  p u b l i c  a r e  and  

i t  i s  q u i t e  a p p a r e n t  h e r e .  The g e n tle m a n  who sp o k e  in  f a v o r ,

I  b e l i e v e  from  th e  B a to n  Rouge a r e a ,  o f  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  was v e ry  

c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t w ha t th e  F eds a r e  g o in g  t o  d o . I  t e l l  you  and  

I 'm  v e ry  s e ro u s  a b o u t t h i s  b e c a u s e  i f  any  o f  you  o u t  t h e r e  a r e  

sa n d  h a u le r s  an d  e v e r y th in g  e l s e ,  I 'm  up to  h e r e  w i th  th e  f e d e r a l  

g o v ern m en t com ing down h e r e  an d  t e l l i n g  u s t h a t  i f  we d o n 't  c u t  

t h i s  o u t  and  c u t  t h a t  o u t ,  we w ou ld  go a lo n g  w i th  w h a t you  s a y .  

( a p p la u s e )

I  have  s e e n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  C ongressm en t u r n  e v e ry  

pow er and  e v e ry  f u n c t io n  an d  e v e ry  d u ty  t h a t  th e y  h av e  g o t  o v e r  

t o  a  f e d e r a l  b u re a u c r a c y  and  low  an d  b e h o ld  a s  lo n g  a s  th e  good 

f o l k s  up t h e r e  in  N o rth  L o u is ia n a ,  p e o p le  t h a t  e l e c t e d  me, I 'm  

n o t  p r e p a r e d  to  do i t  r i g h t  now and  g iv e  i t  t o  p e o p le  w i t h in  th e  

s t a t e .  I 'm  th e  guy t h a t ' s  g o t  t o  go on th e  b a l l o t  and  I 'm  th e  

guy t h a t  i s  g o in g  to  en d  up p u l l i n g  w i th  you in  m aking  some o f  

t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s .  You know t h e  m ain  t h in g  t h a t  s t r i k e s  me, n o t  

b e in g  a  b a l l i s t i c i a n .  I  g u e s s  t h a t ' s  a  fa n c y  way to  s a y  i t ,  

t h a t  i s ,  b e in g  a  r e a l  e x p e r t  a s  f a r  a s  l e a d  i n g e s t i o n  o f  d u c k s .

I  t h in k  I  can  r e l a t e  one th in g  to  you  and  t h a t  i s  th e  c o s t  f a c t o r
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to  th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a .  You know , C o m m iss io n e rs , i f  you  

d i d n ' t  do a n y th in g  e l s e .  I f  you  j u s t  r e f u s e d  to  a c t .  I f  you  

r e f u s e d  to  go a lo n g  w ith  t h i s ,  y o u 'v e  g o t  one v a l i d  r e a s o n  and  

t h a t  i s  b e c a u s e  th e y  c a n ' t  ev en  f i g u r e  o u t  how to  make th e  

s h e l l s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  way I  h e a r  th e  te s t im o n y  h e r e  to d a y .

T h is  t h in g  h a s  b e e n  g o in g  on f o r  e ig h t y  o r  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s .

They fo u n d  t h e i r  c h a r t s  on C a ta h o u la  L a k e , B ig  B en, k i l l  in  

1930 up t h e r e .  I t ' s  b e e n  g o in g  on f o r  y e a r s . L e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  

t h in g  p e r f e c t e d .  L e t 's  d o n ' t  jum p j u s t  b e c a u s e  th e  f e d e r a l  

g o v e rn m en t c a n ' t  g e t  t h e i r  C ongressm en to  jump and  th e y  come 

down h e r e  and  w an t u s  to  ju m p . L e t 's  d o n 't  do t h a t .  L e t ' s  s e e  

w ha t th e y  can  do w i th  th e  c o s t .  T h a t r e a l l y  c o n c e rn s  me. T h is  

r e a l l y  c o n c e rn s  me. T h is  c o s t  f a c t o r  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  

s t a t e .  You know w hen y o u  s t a r t  p a y in g  a b o u t $ 1 3 .0 0  o r  m ore f o r  

a  b o x  o f  s h e l l s , t h a t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  to w a rd  o u t la w in g  i t  a l l  

and  you  a l l  know t h a t  t o o .  We do t h i s  t o  o u r  h u n te r s  and  we w i l l  

f i n d  w here  we d o n 't  h a v e  any  h u n te r s  a t  a l l .  W e ll ,  my good 

f r i e n d .  D r. G lasgow , who d o e s n 't  r e a l l y  know me b u t  I  knew a l o t  

o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s . Some o f  them  w ere  a t  L .S .U . w h i le  I  was i n  Law 

S c h o o l and  th e y  w ere  t r y i n g  to  g e t  a  m a s t e r 's  o r  d o c to r a te  d e g re e  

u n d e r  h im . I 'm  n o t  c o n c e rn e d  w h a t th e  j u d i c i a r y  does e i t h e r .

U n t i l  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o r  t h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body  p ro n o u n c e s  

some ty p e  o f  ju d g em en t on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e ,  th e  c o u r t s  h ave  

no  b u s in e s s  com ing i n  and  s a y in g  w hat we a r e  g o in g  to  do .

C o n g re ss  h a s n ' t  p a s s e d  a  law  an d  we h a v e  to  rem em ber t h a t . Con

g r e s s  h a s n ' t  p a s s e d  a  law  an d  I  mean t h i s  i s n ’ t  f o r  th e  j u d i c i a r y .
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D r. G lasgow  s a i d  h e  w as a f r a i d  o u r  c i t i z e n s  w e re  g o in g  to  be  

f i n e d .  They w ere  g o in g  to  en d  up f o o l in g  w i th  th e  duck h u n te r s  

and  th e y  w ere  g o in g  to  b e  k n o c k e d  o u t . I ' l l  t e l l  you  w h a t .

They a r e  n o t  g o in g  t o  g e t  Ju d g e  L ee and  Ben Jo h n so n  in  A le x a n d r ia  

T h a t 's  q u i t e  o b v io u s . To g e t  any  ty p e  o f  j u d i c i a l  com m itm ent 

y o u  h av e  to  h av e  so m e th in g  to  h a n g  y o u r  h a t  o n . We d o n 't  ev en  

h a v e  a  r u l e  u n le s s  t h i s  C om m ission h e r e ,  w h ic h  I  hope you  d o n ' t ,  

p a s s  some ty p e  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r d e r .  They d o n 't  h a v e  a n y 

th in g  to  hang  t h e i r  h a t  o n . The L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o t  i n  s e s s i o n .

We c a n ' t  be  b lam ed  f o r  t h a t  a n d , gee  w h iz , I  hope  you  d o n 't  

b e c a u s e  I  know w h a t 's  g o in g  to  h a p p en  th e n .  We a r e  g o in g  to  

h a v e  a  r e a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  come A p r i l ,  1 9 79 , an d  a l s o  th e  l e g i s 

l a t u r e  and  th e  b u d g e t c o m m itte e .

I  w an t th e  p e o p le  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  an d  I  w an t t h e  p e o p le  i n  

g o v e rn m e n t, i n c lu d in g  m y s e lf  and  y o u  C o m m iss io n e rs , and  I 'm  a s k 

in g  you  h e r e  t o n i g h t  to  s t a r t  c o n s id e r in g  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  

s t a t e .  Now, I 'v e  s to p p e d  w o r ry in g  a b o u t s t a t i s t i c s  and  w hat 

t h e  f e d s  a r e  g o in g  to  do . L e t  th e  f e d s  do w h a t th e y  w an t to  do . 

I f  th e y  m andate  us to  do so m e th in g , t h a t ' s  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t  u n t i l  

th e y  d o - - th e y  c a n ' t  make up t h e i r  own m ind— l e t ' s  j u s t  d o n 't  

jum p a t  t h a t  o l d  b a i t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p u t  down h e r e  b e f o r e  u s .

1 s i n c e r e l y  a sk  i n  b e h a l f  o f  a l l  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  and  I  m ust 

s a y  I  h a v e  n o t  r e c e iv e d  one c a l l  i n  f a v o r  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  and  I  

a s k  you  i n  b e h a l f  o f  a  f i v e  p a r i s h  a r e a  in  c e n t r a l  and  n o r t h  

L o u is ia n a  n o t  t o  im pose  t h i s  s t e e l  s h o t  b u s in e s s  on us t h i s  

com ing y e a r .  Thank y ou .
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CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , S e n a to r  K e l ly .

S e n a to r  Ned R a n d o lp h . W ould you  p l e a s e  come up h e re  a t  t h i s  

t im e .

FROM THE FLOOR: He h a d  to  l e a v e .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Mr. H enry  B e rn a rd , P r e s i d e n t  o f

th e  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n .

MR. HENRY BERNARD: C hairm an  B e r ry , Members o f  th e

C om m ission "and S e c r e t a r y  A n g e l le .

I ’m com ing h e r e  t o n i g h t  to  b r i n g  you  some th o u g h ts  and  

r e f l e c t i o n s  from  th e  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  

th e  c o n tr o v e r s y  o v e r  th e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

The L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  m et y e s t e r d a y  in  A le x a n d r ia  

and  t h i s  i s s u e  w as th o ro u g h ly  and  r a t h e r  l e n g t h i l y  d i s c u s s e d  a t  

t h a t  m e e tin g . As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o n ly  one t h in g  

becam e p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  u n a n im ity  o r  ev en  a  r e a l  c o n se n su s  

o f  o p in io n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  was v i r t u a l l y  im p o s s ib le  to  a c h ie v e .  

R a th e r  th a n  ta k e  one p o s i t i o n  a t  t h i s  h e a r in g  a s  o u r  m a j o r i t y  

p o s i t i o n  and  th e n  h a v e  you  p o s s ib l y  bom barded  by  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

num ber o f  m in o r i ty  o p in io n s  l e t t i n g  you  know t h i s  was n o t  t h e i r  

p a r t i c u l a r  o p in io n ,  we f e l t  i t  w as b e t t e r  to  l e t  you  h e a r  from  

th e  new s, c lu b s  and  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I  d o n 't  t h in k  a l o t  o f  th o s e  

v iew s h a v e  b een  h e a r d  y e t .  P o s s i b l y ,  i f  f u r t h e r  t im e  g o es on 

some o f  th e  c lu b s  t h a t  a r e  h e r e  y o u  may h e a r  from  them . Some 

o b s e r v a t io n s  and  r e f l e c t i o n s  c a n , h o w e v er, b e  made by  me 

p e r s o n a l l y .  In  my c a p a c i ty  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  W ild 

l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  and  a  h a l f ,  I  t h in k  t h a t  I ,
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to o ,  h av e  h a d  th e  a b i l i t y  to  som ew hat come to  f e e l  th e  p u l s e  o f  

th e  c o n c e rn e d  L o u is ia n a  s p o r t s p e r s o n - - t h e  duck h u n t e r  and  th e  

n o n -d u c k  h u n t e r  a l i k e . I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  w i th  you  some 

b r i e f  o b s e r v a t io n s  t h a t  come from  me p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  th e  s t a t e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I 'v e  b e en  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  W i l d l i f e  F e d e ra 

t i o n  f o r  a  y e a r  and  a  h a l f  now and  I  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  as you  

g e n tle m e n  m ust know, in v o lv e d  in  F e d e r a t io n  a n d  o t h e r  s p o r t s 

m e n 's  a c t i v i t i e s  an d  w o rk s f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  some e ig h te e n  y e a r s  

now. I 'm  a s p o n s o r  i n  Ducks U n l im i te d .  I 'm  p a s t  a r e a  cham pion 

o f  th e  New I b e r i a  C h a p te r  o f  Ducks U n l im i te d .  I  t h in k  t h a t  i t  

c a n ' t  be  d e n ie d  and  I  w ro te  t h i s  b e f o r e  I  came to  t h i s  m e e tin g  

t h a t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  duck h u n t in g  

p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  v e h e m e n tly  o p p o se s  s t e e l  s h o t .

A l o t  o f  t h e s e  o p p o n e n ts  a r e  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  in fo rm e d , good 

f a i t h  o p p o n e n ts  on th e  s t e e l  s h o t  i s s u e .  Many o p p o se  i t  th ro u g h  

b l i n d  p r e j u d i c e  and  l a c k  o f  in f o r m a t io n  o r  r e a l  f a c t s . I 'm  n o t  

g o in g  to  a g a in  b e la b o r  you  w i th  a l l  t h e  p ro s  and  cons i n  th e  

a rg u m e n ts  t h a t  you  h a v e  h e a r d  a l r e a d y  and  w i l l  h e a r  a g a in  b u t  I  

w an t to  s e t  f o r t h  a few  p o i n t s  f o r  y o u r  d e l i b e r a t i o n  and  c o n s id 

e r a t i o n .  I  do t h in k  t h a t  you  a r e ,  a s  some o f  th e  s p e a k e r s  h a v e  

s a i d  b e f o r e ,  m ak ing  one  o f  th e  m o st im p o r ta n t  d e c i s io n s  t h a t  

t h i s  C om m ission h a s  e v e r  f a c e d  i n  th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a .  W hile  

v e ry  many L o u is ia n ia n s  o p p o se  s t e e l  s h o t  t h e r e  a r e  a g r e a t  

num ber t h a t  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  l e a d  p o is o n in g  

p ro b le m  i s  a p p a r e n t .  I t  i s  r e a l  and  e v e n t u a l l y  m ust b e  f a c e d  

up t o .  I f  i t  i s n ' t  f a c e d  up to  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  t h i s  w i l l  o n ly  add
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f u e l  t o  th e  a l r e a d y  b u r n in g  f i r e s  o f  th o s e  who se e k  to  d e s t r o y  

o u r  r i g h t s  t o  h u n t  d u c k s .

M ost o f  u s d o n 't  w an t o u r  h u n t in g  r i g h t s  d e c id e d  by  a 

c o u r t  sy s te m  b e c a u s e  we h a v e  a  much g r e a t e r  f a i t h  i n  you  th a n  

in  any  c o u r t  sy s te m . S t e e l  s h o t  a s  p r e s e n t l y  m an d a te d  by  th e  

U. S . F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  i s  f i l l e d  w i th  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  

and  i n e q u i t i e s . The e x p e n se  o f  th e  12 gauge  o n ly  u s e  o f  l e a d  

an d  l e a d  in  th e  1 6 's  and  l e a d  i n  t h e  2 0 ' s ,  t h e  c r i p p l i n g  i s s u e , 

th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  h o t  s h o t  a p p ro a c h . E v ery  h u n t e r ,  ev en  

th o s e  who f a v o r  s t e e l  s h o t  r e c o g n iz e  a l l  t h e s e  s u b s t a n t i a l  and  

c r i t i c a l  p ro b le m s . The i s s u e  to  b e  d e c id e d  b y  y o u  f o r  L o u is ia n a  

i s  n o t  th e  r e l a t i v e  m e r i t s  o r  d e m e r i ts  o f  th e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  

b u t  r a t h e r  i s  i t  b e t t e r  f o r  L o u is ia n ia n s  to  a c c e p t  an  a d m i t te d ly  

im p e r f e c t  and  p e rh a p s  f i t u l e  e f f o r t  t o  a t t a c k  i t s  own p ro b le m , 

o r  i s  i t  b e t t e r  to  r e f u s e  t o  make an  e f f o r t  t o  s o lv e  th e  p ro b le m  ; 

u n t i l  a  m ore a c c e p ta b le  o r  p e r f e c t  s o l u t i o n  can  come a lo n g .  T h is  

d e c i s io n  c a n n o t b e  made i n  a  vacuum . No man i s  an  i s l a n d  u n to  

h i m s e l f . N e i th e r  c an  L o u is ia n a  a d o p t an  i s o l a t i o n i s t  a t t i t u d e  

b u t  we m ust a l s o  c o n s id e r  t h e  o u t s i d e  a t t i t u d e s  and  p r e s s u r e s  i n  

m ak ing  t h i s  d e c i s i o n .  G en tlem en , we i n  th e  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  

F e d e r a t io n  envy you  n o t  i n  h a v in g  to  make t h i s  c h o ic e .  You w i l l  

b e  s e v e r e ly  c r i t i c i z e d  an d  d en o u n ced  ho w ev er you  d e c id e  b u t  we 

p u b l i c l y  e x p re s s  t o  you o u r  s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  y o u r e f f o r t s  

on  b e h a l f  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  duck h u n t e r s .

I  m ust sp e a k  f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b i o l o g i s t s . I  m ust 

sp e a k  f o r  Mr. Y ancey , Mr. B atem an and  o t h e r  m embers o f  h i s  s t a f f .
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I  h e a r d  a  l o t  o f  comments h e r e . I  t h in k  many o f  th o s e  comments 

a r e  made o u t o f  a n z i e t y  and  o u t  o f  e m o tio n  r a t h e r  th a n  o u t  o f  

f a c t .  I  w an t t o  s t a n d  h e r e  and  p u b l i c l y  s a y  t h a t  i n  th e  m any, 

many y e a r s  t h a t  I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  s e e in g  many th in g s  

come and  go . How many o f  you  duck h u n t e r s  o u t  t h e r e  rem em ber 

t e n  y e a r s  ago when Mr, B atem an an d  Mr. Y ancey came to  u s  f o r  

t h r e e  c o n s e c u t iv e  y e a r s  r u n n in g  an d  t e l l i n g  u s  a b o u t so m e th in g  

new an d  s t r a n g e  c a l l e d  th e  p o i n t  s y s te m . Who o p p o se d  th e  p o i n t  

sy s te m  f o r  t h r e e  and  a  h a l f  y e a r s ?  I ' l l  h o ld  my h a n d  u p . How 

many o f  you g e n tle m e n  o u t  t h e r e  h a v e  th e  c o u r t e s y  and  i n t e g r i t y  

to  do th e  same th in g  an d  r e c o g n iz e  how much you fo u g h t  th e  p o i n t  

sy s te m . How much you fo u g h t  t h e s e  p e o p le  an d  now you  a r e  g o in g  

to  s a y  w ha t a  g r e a t  sy s te m  i t  i s . I  rem em ber t h a t  b a t t l e  f o r  

t h r e e  c o n s e c u t iv e  y e a r s  an d  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n 's  

s p o r t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l l  o v e r  th e  s t a t e .  I  rem em ber s i m i l a r  

b a t t l e s  o v e r  th e  i s s u e  o f  g i l l  n e t t i n g .  You know , s p e c k le d  

t r o u t  and  w hat h a v e  y o u . I  h a v e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r e s p e c t  and  

a d m ir a t io n  f o r  th e  s t a f f  and  I  t h in k  th e  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  

F e d e r a t io n  c o n t in u e s  t h a t  r e s p e c t  an d  a d m i r a t io n .  T h ere  a r e  

a  l o t  o f  q u e s t io n s  and  a  l o t  o f  p ro b le m s  an d  I  t h in k  we h av e  

to  g iv e  p e o p le  th e  good f a i t h  t o  h a v e  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  h av e  

d i f f e r e n t  o p in io n s .  I  rem em ber s i x  y e a r s  a g o , s e v e n  y e a r s  ag o , 

e i g h t  y e a r s  ag o , t e n  y e a r s  a g o , a  s m a ll  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  in  

L o u is ia n a  w en t a ro u n d  t e l l i n g  th e  n a t i o n  a b o u t so m e th in g  c a l l e d  

" s h o r t  s t o p p i n g ."  You d id  some c la p p in g  a b o u t i t  e a r l i e r .  You 

know we a l l  t a l k e d  a b o u t s h o r t  s to p p in g  b a c k  th e n  an d  w hat d id
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M is s o u r i  t e l l  u s .  "Bunch o f  damm s o u r  g ra p e  L o u is ia n ia n s  

b e c a u s e  you  a r e  n o t  g e t t i n g  to  k i l l  a l l  th e  d u c k s ."  B ut w ha t 

d id  we t e l l  th e m - -a b o u t  c h an g e s  i n  th e  m ig r a to r y  p a t t e r n s  and  

who? who? b u t  th e  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ission 

b i o l o g i s t s  m e n tio n e d  th e  s t r a n g e  l i t t l e  t h in g  c a l l e d  "duck  

v i r a l  e n t e r i t i s "  and  k e p t  s a y in g  i f  you  k e e p  a l l  t h a t  c o m  up 

t h e r e  an d  you  pump a l l  t h a t  h o t  w a te r  i n  y o u r  l i t t l e  b i t t i e  

p o n d s , y o u  a r e  g o in g  to  h a v e  so m e th in g  b r e a k  down and  i t ' s  

g o in g  to  k i l l  th o u s a n d s  o f  d u c k s - - i t 1s c a l l e d  "duck  v i r a l  

e n t e r i t i s . "  I  d o n 't  l i k e  t h e  F eds e i t h e r .  They la u g h e d  a b o u t 

u s .  They la u g h e d  a t  duck v i r a l  e n t e r i t i s . They s a i d ,  "you  a re  

a  bunch  o f  i d i o t s " ,  b u t  you  know th o s e  same p e o p le ,  w ha t h a p p en e d  

i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .  Boy, w e re  th e y  e v e r  p ro v e n  r i g h t !  They may be  

w rong  t h i s  t im e , g e n tle m e n , and  you  h a v e  a  t e r r i b l e  d e c i s io n  to  

make and  I  th in k  a  h a r d  one to  m ake . I  hope  some o f  my comments 

h a v e  h e lp e d  b r i n g  you  my p e r s o n a l  a t t i t u d e ,  o u r  F e d e r a t io n  

a t t i t u d e ,  and some o f  u s ,  b u t  I  hope t h a t  w h a te v e r  d e c i s io n  you 

m ake, you  make i t  i n  th e  r i g h t  f o r  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  an d  th e  w ork o f  

t h e s e  men. T ry  t o  f u r n i s h  in f o r m a t io n  t o  them . They may n o t  

a lw ay s  b e  r i g h t ,  maybe we d o n 't  a g r e e .  You h a v e  a  h a rd  d e c i s io n .  

Thank y o u , g e n tle m e n .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. B e rn a rd .

MR. BILL DAY: Mr. B e r r y , Mr. W i l l e , o t h e r  C o m m iss io n e rs ,

Mr. A n g e l le , l a d i e s  an d  g e n t le m e n . I  am a Ducks U n lim ite d  

s p o n s o r ,  t o o .  I 'm  a l s o  a  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  R a p id e s  W i l d l i f e
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A s s o c ia t io n .  I ’m p a s t  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  and  

I  am a s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t o r  to  th e  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r 

a t i o n .  I ,  t o o ,  Mr. B e rn a rd , h a v e  b e e n  in v o lv e d  i n  a  few 

e n v iro n m e n ta l  f i g h t s  and  some o f  them  r a t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l  and  

some o f  t h o s e , o f  c o u r s e , g r e a t l y  w i th  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  th e  

C om m ission and  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  th e  G o v e rn o r. I  l i s t e n e d  to  

some v e ry  d i s s a p p o i n t i n g  t h i n g s  h e r e  t h i s  e v e n in g .  I  was made 

aw are  o f  w hat a p p e a rs  t o  b e  a t  t h a t  t im e  a l i t t l e  " in te r - m o u th "  

p la y  a t  t h e  l a s t  W i l d l i f e  an d  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ission M e e tin g  in  

an  e f f o r t  to  h a v e  a  v o te  on t h i s  p r i o r  t o  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  th e  

p e o p le  who pay  f o r  t h i s  to  h a v e  a  s a y .  I  do n o t  w is h  to  t r a c k  

one i o t a  from  th e  e f f o r t  o f  t h e s e  men on t h i s  C om m ission an d  Mr. 

A n g e l le ,  Mr. Y an cey , o r  Mr. B atem an o r  anyone e l s e .  They h ave  

s e rv e d  w e l l  and  I  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .

B u r t , I  w an t t o  t e l l  you  t h a t  I  th a n k  you  f o r  th e  c ra b  

t h a t  y o u  s e n t  me.

MR. J . BURTON ANGELLE: A t l e a s t  I  s e e  y o u  a r e  s t i l l

a l i v e .

MR. BILL DAY: The q u e s t io n  f i r s t  t h a t  comes to  my m ind

i s  a  l i t t l e  f i lm  t h a t  we saw h e re  t o n i g h t .  They o p en ed  th e  

g i z z a r d  to  s e e  th e  l e a d  p o is o n in g  w h ich  we saw a l i t t l e  s c e n e  

o f  t h a t  w here  we saw l i t t l e  f ra g m e n ts  o f  l e a d .  C o n c lu s iv e  

e v id e n c e  t h a t  was a l l  t h a t  w as n e e d e d  b u t  y e t  th e  h e a d  o f  t h i s  

o u t f i t  s a y s " a b s e n c e  o r  p r e s e n c e  o f  l e a d  s h o t  i s  n o t  d i a g n o s t i c . "  

Now i t  w ou ld  lo o k  l i k e  t h e s e  l i t t l e  p ro b le m s  th e  D ep artm en t o f  

o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  on so m e th in g  t h a t  s im p le  c o u ld  g e t  t h e i r  a c t
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t o g e t h e r . They h a v e  n o t . I t ' s  one  o f  t h e  m in o r  p o i n t s  in v o lv e d .

I  d a re  sa y  t h i s ,  v e ry  few  p e o p le  i n  th e  w o r ld  i n  whom I  h ave  

m ore r e s p e c t  th a n  D r. L e s l i e  G lasgow  and  I  do know t h a t  h e  i s  a 

duck h u n te r  an d  I  do know t h a t  Dr. G lasgow  h a s  e v e ry  c o n c e rn  

an d  e v e ry  r i g h t , I  h a v e  much g r e a t e r  c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

a s  Ju d g e  Lee p o in te d  o u t  h e  h a s  one young man who i s  a  f o o t b a l l  

p l a y e r  and  a  c o u p le  o f  young o n e s .  I  d o n ' t .  I  h a v e  two daugh 

t e r s  an d  b o th  o f  them  l i k e  to  s h o o t .  They c a n ' t  s h o o t  i f  we 

h a v e  magnums. I  w o n 't  l e t  th em . My w if e  i s  5 f t .  t a l l  and- 

w e ig h s  120 l b s .  She r e a l l y  h a s  no b u s in e s s  w i th  a  3 in c h  magnum 

12 g a u g e . I  d o n 't  e i t h e r .  The f i g u r e  t h a t  i s  u s e d  b y  c e r t a i n  

b a l l i s t i c s  e x p e r t s  an d  I  do w an t to  g e t  t o  t h a t . I  w an t t o  g e t  

i n t o  t h e  b a l l i s t i c s  o f  t h i s .  We c o n s i s t e n t l y  h e a r  t a l k  a b o u t 

ducks s h o t  a t  30 y d s . Now, t h e r e ' s  o n ly  one man h e r e  who h a s  

b e e n  b o g g ed  up  on C a ta h o u la  L a k e . T h is  i s  a  h a rd -b o t to m e d  la k e  

a s  Mr. B atem an show ed u s .  R ig h t  now, o f  c o u r s e ,  C a ta h o u la  Lake 

h a s  a  h a r d e r  f l o o r .  Of c o u r s e ,  we h a v e  h a d  f o u r  m onths o f  d ra u g h t  

and  i t  i s  t o t a l l y  d ry  an d  c l a y  does b a k e  h a r d  b u t  when i t  g e t s  

w e t ,  i f  t h e r e  a r e  any  C hee-C hee b i r d e r s  h e r e ,  o r  S i e r r a  Club 

m em bers, Audubon S o c ie ty ,  o r  F r ie n d s  o f  th e  E a r th ,  o r  any  o f  th e  

r e s t  o f  y o u  from  t h e  D e p a rtm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  o r  you , young 

man, t h a t  w ou ld  l i k e  to  t r a v e l  a c r o s s  C a ta h o u la  L ak e , I ' l l  be  

g la d  t o  l e t  y o u  fo l lo w  me in  an a i r b o a t .  You w o n 't ,  i f  you  g e t  

me r i g h t .  C a ta h o u la  Lake h a p p en s  t o  b e  one o f  th e  r e a l  m itm ers  

o f  g e o lo g y  in  t h i s  c o u n tr y  and  we a r e  s tu c k  w i th  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  

a r e a  an d  in  one o f  t h e  m ost i n e x p l i c a b l e  t h in g s  t h a t  h av e  e v e r
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h a p p e n e d . We h a v e  h a d  th e  C orps o f  E n g in e e r s  d ig  d i t c h e s  th ro u g h  

th e  m id d le  o f  C a ta h o u la  L ake so  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  im m e d ia te ly  b e  

w a te r e d  th ro u g h  a  b i g  c a n a l  t h a t  g o es th ro u g h  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  

game m anagem ent a r e a  a n d , i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i s  t h e  c a u se  o f  many 

p e o p le  to  f e e l  t h a t  th e  la k e  i s  d y in g - - a n o th e r  l a k e .  We a re  

a b le  to  r a i s e  th e  w a te r  l e v e l  on C a ta h o u la  L ake tw e n ty  f e e t  

a lm o s t  o v e r n ig h t  and  Mr. B atem an h a s  b e e n  q u o te d  a s  s a y in g  t h a t  

m a l l a r d s  d iv e  i n  18 t o  20 f e e t .  I 'm  s u r e  th e y  do on o c c a s io n  

b u t  m ost o f  them  a r e  d iv in g  d u c k s . N ot b e in g  a  b i o l o g i s t ,  I  

c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  y o u . I  can  o n ly  t e l l  you  w h a t I  s e e .  Now maybe 

th e y  do d iv e  t o  th e  b o tto m  i n  20 f e e t  o f  th e  la k e  b u t  I  th o u g h t  

t h a t ' s  w h a t c a n v a sb a c k  an d  s t o r k  d id  an d  i n  t h a t  c a s e  I  s u g g e s t  

t h a t  we e x te n d  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  z o n e s  t o  th e  c o a s t a l  and  w e s t  

T ex a s . We d o n 't  w an t t o  l e a v e  them  o u t .  They do t h a t  now, th e  

c a n v a sb a c k s  d o , th e  d iv in g  d u c k s , a s  we know them , th e  g a d w a l l s , 

we th o u g h t  - s t a y e d  i n  s h a l lo w  w a te r .  We sn e a k  o u t  on th e  la k e  

when i t  r a i n s  b u t  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  & F i s h e r i e s  C om m ission, th e  

U. S. C orps o f  E n g in e e r s ,  t h e  U. S. D e p artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  

saw t h a t  i t  was <im m e d ia te ly  w a te r e d  a f t e r  th e  duck s e a s o n  an d  a 

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  w a te r  was p u t  on i t ,  20 f t . , so  t h a t  we d o n 't  

h av e  ducks f e e d in g  on a l l  t h a t  o l e  n a s t y  l e a d .  Now l e a d  h a s  a 

r a t h e r  h ig h  s p e c i f i c  g r a v i t y .  I 'm  n o t  a  b a l l i s t i c s  e x p e r t  

e i t h e r .  I  am a j o u r n a l i s t i c  m a jo r  th o u g h  and  I  d id  go to  

C olum bia U n iv e r s i ty  a t  New York a few y e a r s  and  I  w r i t e  a  few 

t h i n g s .  I  d o n 't  p r e t e n d  to  b e  a  b a l l i s t i c s  e x p e r t .  I  r e a d  w hat 

th e  s h o tg u n  com pan ies p u t  o u t  and  make d e c i s io n s  b a s e d  on t h a t .
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I  f e e l  th e y  a r e  in  th e  b u s in e s s  and  th e y  know w h a t th e y  a re  

t a l k i n g  a b o u t . I  d id  n o t  s h o o t  s t e e l  s h o t  l a s t  y e a r  a t  d u c k s .

I  s h o t  l e a d  s h o t ,  a  20 gauge  g u n . I  c r i p p l e d  two ducks and  p u t  

th e  gun down and  e n d ed  my s e a s o n . I  d o n 't  c a r e  to  c r i p p l e  d u c k s . 

I  d o n 't  w an t t o  c r i p p l e  d u c k s . I  d o n 't  c a r e  to  s e e  w ha t h a p p en s  

w i th  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  h u n t e r s  t h a t  u s e  s t e e l  s h o t  

and  we c r i p p l e  d u c k s .

Now maybe th e y  d o n 't  know w h a t s h o r t  s h o t  s t r i n g s  a r e  b u t  

some o f  them  a r e  p r e t t y  d a m  good  s h o t s .  Some o f  them  b r i n g  25 , 

5 0 , 100 on s k e e t in g  ra n g e  c o n s i s t e n t l y .  A n o th e r  th in g  we h av e  

n o t  b e e n  t o l d  u n t i l  t o n i g h t  i s  t h a t  we a r e  g o in g  to  h a v e  to  go 

t o  some p la c e  and  h a v e  th e  c h o k es  r i n g e d  o u t  o f  o u r  guns and  go 

from  f u l l  chokes and  m o d i f i e r s  t o  an  im p ro v ed  c y l i n d e r .  We a r e  

b e in g  a s k e d  t o  h u n t  ducks a t  60 y d s . w h ic h  i s  a  n o rm a l C a ta h o u la  

L ake r a n g e .  In  f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  c l o s e . T h a t i s  r a t h e r  v e ry  c lo s e  

a s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t .  We h i t  a t  30 y a r d s .  T h a t 's  a b o u t h a l f  th e  

n o rm a l s h o o t in g  d i s t a n c e  a t  C a ta h o u la  L ak e . T h ere  a r e  many 

b l i n d s  on C a ta h o u la  L ake t h a t  s t a r t  d e fe n d in g  t h e  d eco y s when 

th e  ducks a r e  200 y a rd s  o u t .  I  a l s o  h u n t  b e a n  f i e l d s  a d ja c e n t  

t o  C a ta h o u la  L ak e . T h ere  i s  e x c e p t io n a l  l a n d  t h e r e .  I f  t h e r e  

i s  any  p la c e  t h a t  n e e d e d  s t e e l  s h o t  im p le m e n ta t io n  i t  w o u ld  b e  

th e  b e a n  f i e l d s  and  r i c e  f i e l d s .  W here t h e r e  i s  o n ly  a  s h a l lo w  

pond and  a c o v e r in g  o f  w a te r  an d  a t t r a c t s  a  g r e a t  num ber o f  

w a te r f o w l .  P e rh a p s  many o f  y o u  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e  a r e  

n o t  aw are  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o u r  b e a n  f i e l d s  h o ld  h u n d re d s  o f  

th o u s a n d s  o f  ducks b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  n o t  s u rv e y e d  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s
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th e y  a re  t h e r e . C a ta h o u la  L ake a c t s  a s  a  r e c e p t a c l e  f o r  t h e s e  

ducks and  th e y  s p i l l  o v e r  i n t o  th e  b e a n  f i e l d s .  T h ere  th e  

r a n g e s  a r e  som ewhat s h o r t e r  a b o u t 50 to  60 y a rd s  b u t  th e y  s t i l l  

r e q u i r e  5 s h o t s .

We f i n d  to o  t h a t  many o f  y o u  I 'm  s u r e  know Jo h n  P a u l 

C ra in .  I  know you  know o f  th e  h a r d  b o tto m  o f  C a ta h o u la  L a k e . 

W e ll ,  i t  i s  h a r d  r i g h t  now . In  a  c o u p le  o f  w eeks when we g e t  

some w a te r  on i t ,  w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a n o th e r  t h i n g .  The g r a s s  i s  

d ead  o u t  t h e r e  and  many a r e a s  o f  th e  l a k e  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  d r a u g h t .  

We h a v e  a  s u p e r i o r  fo o d  c ro p  t h i s  y e a r .  One m atch  o r  one d ro p 

p ed  c i g a r e t t e  and  i t  w i l l  a l l  b e  gone i n  j u s t  an  i n s t a n t . We 

h a v e  a  s e v e r e  an d  c r i t i c a l  f i r e  d a n g e r . I f  t h e r e  i s  any way to  

m o m e n ta r i ly  w a te r  th e  l a k e  an d  damp i t  down som ewhat we m ig h t 

h a v e  so m e th in g  l e f t  b u t  r i g h t  now i n  p e o p l e 's  m inds i t ' s  g o in g  

to  h a p p e n . I t  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  g u e s s , i t ' s  a  m a t t e r  o f  w hen .

We a r e  g o in g  to  l o s e  e v e ry  b i t  o f  fo o d  on t h a t  la k e  i f  we d o n 't  

g e t  some w a te r  on i t  r i g h t  now. W a te r  i t  o f f ;  i t  w o n 't  h u r t  i t .  

We h a v e  o u r  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  and  l o t s  o f  p e o p le  i n  o u r  E x te n s io n  

S e r v ic e  t h a t  know a b o u t p a s t u r e s  and  I 'm  s u r e  t h a t  th e y  w ou ld  

be  g la d  to  a d v is e  y o u . I t ' s  a  c r i t i c a l  t h in g  and  i t  does n e e d  

y o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  As f a r  a s  th e  b a l l i s t i c s  on t h e s e  s h e l l s ,  I  

d o n ' t  h ave  any  a rg u m en t w i th  w h a t D ick  L ee s a i d .  I  d o n 't  h ave  

any argum en t w i th  w h a t Mads on s a i d .  I  d o n 't  h a v e  any  argum en t 

w i th  some o f  my f r i e n d s  in  th e  R em ing ton  Arms Company t o l d  me.

I  d o n 't  h a v e  any a rg u m en t w i th  J a c k  L ennox who was 6 t im e s  a 

member o f  th e  U. S. S k e e t  Team and  h a s  b e e n  on th e  R em ington
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s t a f f  f o r  many y e a r s  h a s  t o l d  me a b o u t s t e e l  s h o t .  T h a t 's  

a l l  b e e n  s a i d  and  w i l l  b e  s a i d  a g a i n .

I  do h av e  some l e t t e r s  and  p e t i t i o n s  h e r e  t h a t  I  w ou ld  

l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t .  One i s  from  D oyle  Windham who i s  th e  S h e r i f f  

o f  L a S a l le  P a r i s h .  Mr. G i l b e r t  I ' l l  a sk  y o u  to  g iv e  t h i s  to  

Mr. B e r ry , ,  i f  y o u  w o u ld . I  p ro m is e d  my p e o p le  .1 w o u ld n 't  

r e a d  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  nam es on t h e s e  p e t i t i o n s  t o n i g h t .  T h ere  

i s  a n o th e r  one from  Ju d g e  E d r in g to n  who i s  c o n c e rn e d . H ere  i s  

a n o th e r  com pany, P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o i l  C o n s e rv a t io n  D i s t r i c t  

i n  C e n t r a l  L o u is ia n a ,  J e r r y  P . K a i s e r .  H ere  i s  a n o th e r  n o t i c e  

from  th e  L a S a l le  P a r i s h  P o l i c e  J u r y  t h a t  th e y  h av e  p a s s e d  a 

r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  you  p e o p le  n o t  to  im p lem en t t h i s  o r d e r .  

T h e re  i s  a n o th e r  one p r e s e n te d  w i th  29 nam es o f  j u s t  p l a i n  

b lu e  j e a n  d u c k h u n te rs  who c a n ' t  a f f o r d  to  p a y  th e  p r i c e  o f  th e  

s h e l l s .  H ere i s  a  l i t t l e  p e t i t i o n  from  A le x a n d r ia  w i th  48 

nam es on i t .  H ere  i s  one w i th  132 nam es on a  p e t i t i o n  from  th e  

P o l i c e  D ep artm en t and  F i r e  D e p artm en t o f  th e  C i ty  o f  P i n e v i l l e .  

H ere  i s  a  p e t i t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  y o u  o p p o se  th e  u se  o f  s t e e l  

s h o t  in  t h i s  s t a t e . D r e s s e r  I n d u s t r y  e m p lo y e e s . T h is  p e t i t i o n  

h a s  168 nam es. H ere  i s  a n o th e r  one from  j u s t  p l a i n  p e o p le  o u t  

i n  th e  c o u n try  w i th  18 s i g n a t u r e s  on i t .  H ere  i s  one from  

th e  S o u th  C e n t r a l  B e l l  T e lep h o n e  Company em p lo y ees w i th  31 

s i g n a t u r e s  on i t .  From  t h e  H anna F o rd  Company and  th e y  m ust 

h a v e  t h e i r  p e o p le  a l l  s t i r r e d  u p - - t h e r e  a r e  60 on h e r e .  T h ere  

a r e  22 on t h i s  p e t i t i o n  an d  t h e r e  a r e  a c o u p le  o f  l e t t e r s .  One 

from  a D r. H ea th  i n  A le x a n d r ia  t h a t  I 'm  s u r e  you w o u ld  l i k e  t o
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h a v e  and  t h e r e  a r e  two h e r e  t h a t  I  w ou ld  l i k e  to  q u o te  from  

b r i e f l y .  T h is  i s  from  a  man I  d o n 't  know. I 'm  n o t  in  th e  

b u s in e s s  c o n t r a r y  to  some o p in io n  t h a t  may b e  f l o a t i n g  a ro u n d  

th e  room t h a t  I  a s k  p e o p le  t o  w r i t e  l e t t e r s . I  d o n ' t .  I t  

s a y s ,  " I 'm  v e ry  much o p p o se d  to  s t e e l  s h o t ! '  I 'm  v e ry  much 

o p p o se d  t h a t  you s i n g l e  o u t  o u r  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e  f o r  i t s  

i n d u c t i o n . I 'm  v e ry  much o p p o se d  by  th e  u n d e r-h a n d e d  m ethod  

you  u s e  i n  t r y i n g  to  s l i p  t h i n g s  b y  y o u r  f e l lo w  L o u is ia n ia n s  

who y o u  a r e  su p p o se d  to  r e p r e s e n t .  The W i l d l i f e  C om m ission 

a r e  th e  l a s t  p e o p le  I  th o u g h t  w o u ld  t r y  to  r i p  o f f  th e  p u b l i c ,  

b u t  now I  a d v is e  th e  p e o p le  to  lo o k  m ore c l o s e l y  i n t o  y o u r  

p o l i c i e s  t o  s e e  w h ere  you s t a n d  on o t h e r  i s s u e s . "  T h is  was 

from  a  Mr. A. A. F lo u rn o y .

H ere i s  a n o th e r  l e t t e r ,  g e n tle m e n , th e n  I ' l l  c lo s e .

I t  r e a d s , "D ear M r. Day, I  know t h a t  y o u  w i l l  d e l i v e r  t h i s  

l e t t e r  to  th e  W i l d l i f e  C om m ission . S t e e l  s h o t  u s e  i n  C a ta h o u la  

L ake and  a  few  o t h e r  p l a c e s  i s  s t u p i d ,  u n f a i r  an d  c a l l e d  

commonly a  f a r c e . I  am a g a i n s t  s t e e l  s h o t  a n y w h e re , a n y tim e .

The common w o rk in g  man d o es n o t  g e t  th e  same t r e a tm e n t  a s  do 

f r i e n d s  o f  th e  C om m ission o r  game w a rd e n s . They d o n 't  seem  to  

r e a l i z e  th e y  w ork f o r  u s  o r  do th e y ?  I  f i n d  i t  im p o s s ib le  to  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e ry o n e  h a s  t h e  same i d e a  on a l l  m a t t e r s .

L o u i s i a n a 's  h u n t e r s —m a in ly  common p e o p le — d o n 't  w an t s t e e l  

s h o t ,  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  i t .  Someone i s  d o in g  a  h e l l  o f  a  jo b  t r y i n g  to  

r a i s e  l i c e n s e  c o s t s  and  s e t  up sc re w e d -u p  law s an d  th e n  tu r n
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t h e i r  f a c e s  on t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and  d e c id e  th e  law  i s  b e lo w  them .

I  am a g a i n s t  S t e e l  S h o t and  r e s e n t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  C om m ission 

t r i e d  t o  ru n  an "en d  a ro u n d  p l a y . " T y p ic a l  o f  them . S t e e l  

S h o t - No Way. " End o f  th e  l e t t e r .

Now g e n tle m e n  I 'm  s u r e  i t  m akes no d i f f e r e n c e  to  you  

w h a te v e r ,  no d i f f e r e n c e  w h a ts o e v e r ,  w h e th e r  I  am a duck h u n t e r  

o r  n o t .  I f  I  am r e q u i r e d  t o  u s e  s t e e l  s h o t  an d  i f  I  am r e q u i r e d  

to  c r i p p l e  m ore ducks th a n  I  k i l l ,  I ' l l  q u i t  duck h u n t in g .  I  

t h in k  t h a t  much o f  t h e  b i r d s .  Thank y ou .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u . B i l l .

D r. B ro u s s a rd .  I s  D r. B ro u s s a rd  h e r e .  (no an sw er)

Dave H a l l ,  U. S, F is h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .

MR. DAVE HALL: Mr. C ha irm an , Members o f  th e  C om m ission,

an d  l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n .

F o r  th o s e  o f  y o u  t h a t  d o n 't  know me, I 'm  Dave H a l l .  I  

w ork  f o r  th e  U. S. F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  and  I  am a S p e c ia l  

A gent i n  c h a rg e  o f  Law E n fo rc e m e n t D iv i s io n  f o r  L o u is ia n a ,  

A rk a n sa s  and  M i s s i s s i p p i .

I  t h in k  th e  i s s u e  i s  th e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  and  I  w o n 't  b e  lo n g  b e c a u s e  I  t h in k  m ost o f  e v e r y 

t h in g  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  s a i d  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  h e r e  t o n i g h t  b u t  I  do 

w an t e v e ry o n e  i n  t h i s  room  to  know t h a t  we d id  n o t ,  th e  Law 

E n fo rc em e n t D iv i s io n ,  a t t e m p t  to  e n f o r c e  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a 

t i o n s  o v e r  any  o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s .  The few c a s e s  t h a t  w ere  made 

in  t h i s  s t a t e  w ere  m o s t ly  i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  o t h e r  v i o l a t i o n s  

w h ere  i t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  th o s e  who w ere  h u n t in g  d id  n o t  i n te n d
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t o  a d h e re  to  any  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h ere  w ere  a  few  c a s e s  made and  

we a t te m p te d  to  g e t  w ha t we c a l l  " v o lu n ta r y  c o m p lia n c e "  ev en  

th o u g h  i t ' s  o b v io u s  t h a t  m ost o f  you o b j e c t e d  t o  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  m ost o f  th e  duck h u n te r s  d id  com ply w i th  th e m .

T h ere  w ere  some comments made a b o u t th e  a g e n ts  o f  th e  

W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ission s p e n d in g  much t im e  on th e  

e n fo rc e m e n t o f  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  an d  I  am h e re  t o  t e l l  

y o u  t h a t  we w ork  in  c lo s e  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  Mr. A n g e l l e 's  a g e n t s . 

They d id  n o t  e m p h a s ize  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o v e r  

any  o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s . I  h a d  s o r t  o f  a  l e n g th y  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  

b u t  I  am g o in g  to  be  b r i e f .

I  m ust s a y ,  l i k e  Mr. B e rn a rd  d id ,  1 was i n  L o u is ia n a  a s  

an  a g e n t  i n  th e  f i e l d  t e n  y e a r s  ago when t h e r e  was a  trem en d o u s 

c o n t r o v e r s y  b e tw ee n  th e  F is h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  and  th e  

S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  o v e r  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  th e  s e a s o n s  and  b a g  l i m i t s .  

I  w i tn e s s e d  w ha t was done f o r  y o u  h u n te r s  by  th e  p e o p le  i n  th e  

S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t. I  can  t e l l  you  t h a t  Mr. R ic h a rd  Y ancey and  

Mr. Hugh B atem an a r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  you  p e o p le  to d a y  h a v in g  a 

b a g  l i m i t  and  a  s e a s o n  t h a t  I  t h in k  a l l  o f  u s  a r e  p ro u d  to  h a v e .

I  am n o t  g o in g  t o  s id e  p ro  o r  con  w i th  w h a t was s a i d  a b o u t how 

t h i s  m e e tin g  d e v e lo p e d  b u t  I  can  t e l l  you t h a t  I  h av e  w orked  

w i th  Mr. Y ancey an d  Mr. B atem an and  I  h a v e  t h e  u tm o s t r e s p e c t  

f o r  them . They h av e  b e e n  t h e  m ost c o m p e te n t b i o l o g i s t s  t h a t  

I  h a v e  e v e r  d e a l t  w i th  and  I  know t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  n e v e r  t r y  to  

do a n y th in g  a g a i n s t  t h e  duck h u n t e r ,  a s  some o f  th e  s p e a k e r s
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h a v e  a c c u s e d , b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  p e o p le  t h a t  h a v e , I  t h i n k ,  w i s e ly  

r e p r e s e n te d  you  a s  duck h u n t e r s .  W h atev e r d e c i s io n  i s  m ade , I  

t h in k  a s  Mr. B e rn a rd  s a i d ,  t h i s  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  b e  one o f  th e  

to u g h e s t  d e c i s io n s  t h i s  C om m ission w i l l  e v e r  m ake. I  w ou ld  

hope  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  t h e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  n o t  b e c a u s e  my ag en c y  an d  b e c a u s e  I ,  a s  a law  e n f o r c e 

m ent a g e n t , w an t a n o th e r  r e g u l a t i o n  to  e n f o r c e .  I  t h in k  t h e  p r o 

b lem  o f  l e a d  p o is o n in g  i s  s e r i o u s  and  we m ust a s  h u n te r s  

d e m o n s tra te  w h e th e r  we a r e  e x a c t l y  r i g h t , how we do i t ,  I  w i l l  

a g re e  t h e r e  a r e  i n e q u i t i e s ,  su c h  a s ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  am m u n itio n . I  

a g re e  w i th  a l l  t h i s  and  I ,  a s  a  duck  h u n t e r ,  f e e l  t h e  same way 

b u t  X t h in k  t h i s  i s  one way we can  d e m o n s tr a te  t o  th o s e  who w o u ld  

o p p o se  h u n t in g  in  g e n e r a l  t h a t  t h e  h u n t e r  i s  w i l l i n g  to  make a 

s a c r i f i c e .  I f  you  h a v e  t o  g iv e  up a  few  y a rd s  on y o u r  k i l l i n g  

ra n g e  o r  w h a te v e r ,  i t  may b e  we m ust d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  we a r e  

w i l l i n g  t o  make s a c r i f i c e s  i n  o r d e r  to  p e r p e t u a t e  duck h u n t i n g .

I  t h in k  t h a t  i f  any  o f  you  p e o p le  h a v e  o b s e rv e d  th e  "Guns o f  

Autumn" p ro g ram  and  some o f  th e  o t h e r  t e l e v i s i o n  p ro g ra m s , 

r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  a t t a c k  h u n t in g  i n  g e n e r a l .

I  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  

w o u ld  d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  L o u is ia n a  d o es n o t  i n t e n d  t o  go b a c k  to  

th o s e  y e a r s  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  w h e re  we h a d  low  s e a s o n s  and  low  b ag  

l i m i t s .  I  am n o t  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  D e p artm en t w o u ld  u s e  t h i s  as 

an  e x c u se  to  t r y  t o  r e d u c e  th e  b a g  l i m i t s  b u t  I  c an  t e l l  you 

t h a t  we h a v e  t h e  b e s t  w o rk in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to d a y  b e tw ee n  th e
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L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  Com m ission and  my b o s s e s  and  

s u p e r i o r s  i n  W ash in g to n  th a n  we h a v e  e v e r  h a d  b e f o r e  and  Mr. 

A n g e l le , Mr. Y a n ce y , Mr. B atem an , Mr. S o i l e a u ,  and  many o t h e r  

t e c h n i c a l  p e o p le  h e r e  t o n i g h t  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h a t . Thank 

y o u  v e ry  m uch.

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u . A t t h i s  t im e  th e

c h a i r  i s  g o in g  to  c a l l  a  t e n  m in u te  r e c e s s .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Mr. B u c k le y .

MR. CHARLES BUCKLEY: In  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t im e , I  w i l l

j u s t  p a s s  t h e s e  p e t i t i o n s  to  y o u . T h ese  a r e  n o t  s o l i c i t e d  

p e t i t i o n s  a s  you  w i l l  s e e  w hen you  r e a d  them . J u s t  a  b u n ch  o f  

p e o p le  who a r e  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o p p o s in g  s t e e l  s h o t .

I  a l s o  h a v e  a  l e t t e r  from  C a ta h o u la  L ake C o n s e rv a t io n  C lub 

s ig n e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  P e te  Thompson o p p o s in g  s t e e l  s h o t  a n d , a g a in ,  

i n  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t im e ,  I  w o n 't  r e a d  t h a t  l e t t e r .  I  do h a v e  a 

c o u p le  o f  r e m in d e rs  t h a t  I  w o u ld n 't  f e e l  r i g h t  i f  I  d i d n ' t  

b r i n g  u p . F i r s t ,  j u s t  a  comment on t h e  l a s t  s p e a k e r ,  Dave H a l l ,  

o f  whom I  h av e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r .  He h a d  s u g g e s te d  

t h a t  p o s s ib l y  we s h o u ld  go w i th  s t e e l  s h o t  j u s t  t o  show t h a t  we 

a r e  w i l l i n g  to  make an  e f f o r t  t o  c o r r e c t  th e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d , in  

a l l  h o n e s ty ,  I  c a n ' t  s e e  how we can  a c c o m p lis h  a n y th in g  by 

g o in g  f o r  so m e th in g  t h a t  th e  o n ly  r e a s o n  you  o p p o se  i t  i s  we 

th in k  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  i s  m ore d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  th e  w a te r fo w l p o p u 

l a t i o n .  As th e  man s a i d ,  h e  w ou ld  q u i t  s h o o t in g  ducks i f  he 

h a d  t o  u s e  s t e e l  s h o t .  I f  i t  i s  d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  th e  w a te r fo w l 

p o p u la t i o n ,  we c a n ' t  accom m odate them  by  s u g g e s t in g  a s  a  good
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w i l l  m ea su re  t h a t  we add  to  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d e s t r u c t i o n .  I  

t h in k  a l s o  t h a t  i t  i s  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  to  s a y in g ,  " L e t 's  go f o r  

a  s im p le  gun r e g i s t r a t i o n  law "  j u s t  t o  show them  t h a t  we 

b e l i e v e  in  one a n o th e r .  Not to o  many h e r e  w o u ld  buy  t h a t  b u t  

i f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h o ld s  to  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  c lu b s  i n  C e n t r a l  

L o u is ia n a  t h a t  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w a te r f o w l . I  know o f  no 

h u n te r s  and  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  e x p re s s e d  by  o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  

no  h u n te r s  i n  C e n t r a l  L o u is ia n a  c o n s id e r  s t e e l  s h o t  a  s a t i s 

f a c t o r y  r e p la c e m e n t  f o r  l e a d  s h o t . Many o f  them  a r e  d e d ic a te d  

c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  s p o n s o r s  i n  Ducks U n l im i te d ,  and  you  c o u ld  

assum e w i th  s u p p o r t  any  m ea su re  t h a t  w o u ld  i n c r e a s e  o u r  w a te r -  

fo w l p o p u la t io n  i n v a r i a b l y  an d  th ro u g h  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  

th e y  a r e  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  c r i p p l i n g  f a c t o r  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  i s  

much m ore dam aging th a n  any  l e a d  p o is o n in g  p ro b le m .

We a r e  t o l d  t h a t  s t e e l  s h o t  i s  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e p la c e m e n t  

f o r  l e a d  s h o t , b u t  h u n te r s  sp e n d  l a r g e  am ounts i n  t h i s  s p o r t  

an d  s h o u ld  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  a  few  a d d i t i o n a l  d o l l a r s  f o r  a  box  

o f  s h e l l s . L ead  p o is o n in g  i s  a  v e ry  s e r i o u s  p ro b lem  t h a t  c o u ld  

b e  e l im in a te d  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t . I f  t h e  above i s  w id e ly  

a c c e p te d  as  f a c t ,  i t  a p p e a r s  m ost u n u s u a l  t h a t  th e  u se  o f  s t e e l  

s h o t  w o u ld  be  c o n f in e d  t o  a  few i s o l a t e d  a r e a s  i n  L o u is ia n a  

w h i le  th o u s a n d s  o f  h u n te r s  u t i l i z e  C a ta h o u la  Lake a n d ,c o n s e q u e n t  

l y ,  d e p o s i t  m ore l e a d  s h o t  i n  t h a t  body  o f  w a t e r . H undreds o f  

h u n te r s  w ou ld  u t i l i z e  s m a l l e r  b o d ie s  o f  w a te r  an d  i t  c o u ld  be 

assum ed  on a p e r c e n ta g e  b a s i s  s i m i l a r  am ounts o f  l e a d  p o is o n in g
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w o u ld  b e  c r e a t e d  on su c h  b o d ie s  o f  w a te r .  I t  i s  n o t  r e a l i s t i c  

t o  assum e t h a t  C a ta h o u la  L ake w i th  su c h  a  h ig h  f i r m  b o tto m  and

I  h a v e  c ra w le d  o u t  t h e r e  on my stom ach  many t im e s  and  l e f t  b o o ts  

i n  i t .  I t ' s  u n iq u e  i n  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e t a i n  l e a d  s h o t . I f  

l e a d  s h o t  and  s t e e l  s h o t  a r e  c o m p a rab le  th e y  w ou ld  h av e  good 

r e a s o n  to  e l i m in a t e  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  i s o l a t e d  a r e a s .  Now, m in o r 

l e a d  s h o t  p ro b le m s g e n e r a l l y  a r e  c r e a t e d  d u r in g  t h e  s p l i t  o f  th e  

w a te r fo w l s e a s o n  w h ich  i s  th e  o n ly  o p p o r t u n i t y  l a r g e  num bers o f  

w a te r fo w l c o u ld  f e e d  on  duck ponds in  t h a t  a r e a .  The la k e  i s  

f lo o d e d  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  s e a s o n . Now C om m ission b i o l o g i s t s  

c o n t in u e  to  s u p p o r t  . . . w h ich  b r i n g s  i n  a  q u e s t io n  o f  s i n c e r e t y  

i n  c o r r e c t i n g  th e  l e a d  s h o t  p ro b le m . One o f  th e  s l i d e s  shown 

e a r l i e r  m e n tio n e d  468 to n s  o f  l e a d  d e p o s i t e d  i n  L o u is ia n a .  F o u r 

to n s  o f  t h a t  i s  shown as d e p o s i t e d  in  C a ta h o u la  L ak e . T h a t 's  

l e s s  th a n  1% o f  th e  l e a d  y o u  h a v e  i n  L o u is ia n a  a n d  y e t  y o u  a r e  

t r y i n g  to  c o r r e c t  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  p ro b le m . P ro b lem  b y  g o in g  

a n o th e r  y e a r  w i th  o u r  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s .

On th e  same s l i d e , f i r s t  l e a d  p o is o n in g  h a s  b e e n  shown in

I I  y r s . f o r  th e  l a s t  s e a s o n . . The l a s t  s e a s o n  w as th e  f i r s t  y e a r  

t h a t  we h a d  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  on C a ta h o u la  L a k e . I f  

you go b a c k  t o  th e  p r e v io u s  l e a d  p o is o n in g  on C a ta h o u la  L ake you 

a r e  g o in g  b a ck  b e f o r e  we h a d  t h e  d i v e r s io n  c a n a l ,  b e f o r e  we h a d  

t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  w ere  su p p o se d  to  c o r r e c t  and  e l i m in a te  

th e  l e a d  s h o t  p ro b le m . We t a l k e d  a b o u t th e  ducks .we c a n ' t  s e e  

and  ducks t h a t  p i c k  up l e a d  b y  f e e d in g  on t h a t  l a k e  a t  th e  t im e
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we h a d  th o s e  l e a d  s h o t  p r o b le m s . I  d o n ' t  know i f  i t  was l e a d  

s h o t  o r  w hat i t  w as. S o m eth ing  was k i l l i n g  a  l o t  o f  d u c k s .

We h a d  a  num ber o f  s i c k  ducks b a c k  in  t h e  p e r io d s  you m e n tio n e d  

e a r l i e r  h e r e  w as on C a ta h o u la  L ak e . A t t h a t  t im e  th e  h u n t in g  

was p o o r . I  c o u ld  se n d  my la b  o u t  and  b r i n g  b a c k  a  l i m i t  o f  

ducks f o r  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  j u s t  by  p i c k in g  up c r i p p l e s .  I  h a d  

some p o o r  days l a s t  y e a r  an d  t h a t  la b  h a s n ' t  fo u n d  a s i n g l e  

c r i p p l e  w a lk in g .  When we h a d  l e a d  p o is o n in g  on C a ta h o u la  Lake 

you  d i d n ' t  h a v e  to  lo o k  i n  i s o l a t e d  p l a c e s ; y o u  c o u ld  s e e  them . 

The h u n te r s  on  C a ta h o u la  L ake j u s t  a r e n ' t  o b s e r v in g  a l l  t h e s e  

l e a d  p o is o n e d  ducks t h a t  t h e  b i o l o g i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  t o  f i n d .  

I 'm  n o t  s u g g e s t in g  th e y  h a v e n 't  fo u n d  them  b u t  I 'm  s u g g e s t in g  

t h a t  when we h av e  l e a d  s h o t  p o is o n in g  p ro b le m s  on th e  l a k e  i t  

w as r e a d i l y  o b s e r v a b l e . You c o u ld  s e e  th em . I ’m n o t  a d v o c a t 

in g  c e r t a i n  u n i v e r s a l  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  b e c a u s e  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t i t  i s  m ore dam aging th a n  

th e  p ro b lem  i t  i s  d e s ig n e d  to  c o r r e c t .  I  am s t a t i n g  t h a t  s t e e l  

s h o t  i s  e v e r  p ro v e n  to  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  to  w a te r f o w l , t h a t  t h e r e  

c o u ld  b e  no so u n d  r e a s o n  f o r  r e s t r i c t i n g  i t s  u s e  t o  c e r t a i n  

a r e a s .  The s t e e l  s h o t  i s  u n i v e r s a l  i n  L o u is ia n a ,  t h i s  m e e tin g  

in  L a f a y e t t e  w ou ld  b e  u n n e c e s s a r y .  S u p p o r t f o r  t h a t  am m unition  

w ould  b e  so  l i m i t e d  t h a t  th e  i te m  w o u ld  n e v e r  b e  p la c e d  on th e  

C o m m iss io n 's  a g e n d a . Thank y ou .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Mr. Tom Grenow from  L ake C h a r le s .

Mr. R ic h a rd  G ib so n . Mr. Ken T u m m in ello , M r. Mike D em uir from  

L ake C h a r l e s . I f  you  h a v e  n o t  h e a r d  y o u r  name and  w ish  to  be
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h e a r d  t o n i g h t , p l e a s e  r a i s e  y o u r  h a n d  and  we w i l l  p u t  y o u r  

nam es i n .  Mr. B e r ry  D a r t from  L a f a y e t t e . M ickey F o u m e t .

J e r r y  D em arie . Ed V i l l i e r , L a f a y e t t e .  L iz  T a u z in .  Jo h n  

H e n n in g to n , L a f a y e t t e . G eorge C ouple  from  Lake C h a r l e s .

MR. GEORGE COUPLE: Mr. C h a i r p e r s o n , Members o f  th e

C om m ission , Mr. S e c r e t a r y ,  l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n .

I  h a v e  a  p r e p a r e d  s t a te m e n t  an d  I  am g o in g  to  g iv e  i t .  

Some p l a c e  a lo n g  t h e  l i n e  we e n d e d  up w i th  l e a d  p o i s o n in g .  My 

f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  i t  was on  th e  D ak o ta  p r a i r i e s  i n  1946 .

I t  h a d  so m e th in g  to  do w i th  my g o in g  in  and  t a k i n g  a  m a jo r  in  

b io lo g y .  I  d o n 't  c la im  t o  b e  a  b i o l o g i s t , p e r  s e ,  b u t  I  h a v e  

b e e n  t r a i n e d .  I  to o k  a duck in  an d  h a d  i t  t e s t e d  i n  N o rth  

D ak o ta  S t a t e  and  I  fo u n d  a num ber o f  o t h e r s  i n  th e  g r a i n  f i e l d s  

o f  D a k o ta . I  was w i th  U n c le  Sam f o r  20 y r s . a s  an in fa n try m a n  

a n d  I  h a d  a  c h an c e  to  h u n t  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n tr y  and  i n  

v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  th e  w o r ld . Out o f  th e  e le v e n  s t a t e s  t h a t  I  

h a v e  h u n te d  ducks and  g e e s e  i n ,  I  fo u n d  l e a d  p o is o n e d  b i r d s  in  

8 o f  them . I  fo u n d  them  in  E u ro p e . The o n ly  p la c e  I  d i d n ' t  

f i n d  them  was in  S o u th e a s t  A s ia  w here  th e  ra n k  and  f i l e  w ere  

n o t  p e r m i t t e d  to  h u n t . They h a d  no g u n s . They h a d  no ammuni

t i o n  . Even i f  th e y  h a d , c e r t a i n l y  we w o u ld  h a v e  fo u n d  ducks 

when we w ere  s p o r t  h u n t in g .  Now r e g a r d l e s s  o f  some o f  th e  

r e p o r t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c i t e d  t o n i g h t , S a n d e rso n -E rw in  i n  p a r t i 

c u l a r ,  n o t  c la im in g  l e a d  p o is o n in g  u n d e r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  g iv e n  

s tu d y .  I f  any o f  u s  go i n t o  any  o f  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  and  go b e h in d
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t h e  s tu d y ,  t h a t  s tu d y  i s  u n d e r  r i g i d  c o n d i t i o n s . R a re ly  do th e  

c o n d i t i o n s  m atch  w ha t we a r e  g o in g  to  f i n d  i n  th e  w i ld s .  We 

j u s t  d o n 't  h a v e  t h a t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  some th o u g h ts  

p r e s e n t e d  t o n ig h t  t h a t  i n  e f f e c t  s a i d  f o r g e t  c o u r t  a c t i o n .  I t  

can  go o n . New J e r s e y  d id  t h a t  a  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s  a g o . They 

l o s t  m ost, o f  t h e i r  s t e e r  h e r d  i n  i t s  swamp a r e a s .  They a r e  h a v 

in g  a  f a n t a s t i c  jo b  now t r y i n g  to  r e b u i l d  t h a t  h e r d .

T h ere  i s  one comment t h a t  I  th o u g h t  t o n i g h t  t h a t  made 

some r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  c h a in  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  g o es on in  th e  p r e d a t o r s  

t h a t  p re y  upon t h e s e  p o is o n e d  b i r d s . Now t h e r e  a r e  th e  r a p t o r s , 

o r  th e  p o s , pos b i r d s , t h e  e a g l e s , o r  t h e r e  a r e  th e  m a n t l e s . 

B a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  e a t e n  o u t  o f  a n y th in g  i n  th e  w i ld ,  

th e y  go f o r  th e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s . Now we h a v e  known f o r  m any, 

many d e c a d e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  su c h  a  t h in g  a s  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g . We 

h a v e  h a d  to  e l i m in a t e  i t  from  p a i n t  b e c a u s e  o f  w ha t i t  h a s  done 

to  o u r  c h i l d r e n .  T h e re  i s  good  r e a s o n  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p ro b a b ly  

th e  l o s s  o f  th e  Roman E m pire  was due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o n ly  th e  

r i c h  c o u ld  a f f o r d  t h e  l e a d  g o b le t s  to  d r in k  t h e i r  w ine  o u t  o f .

I t  c r e a t e s  a c e r t a i n  ty p e  o f  im p o te n c y , ev en  i f  i t  d o e s n 't  

k i l l .  W e l l , one o f  th e  t h in g s  y o u  w a n t to  lo o k  a t  i s  w ha t we 

h a v e  gone th ro u g h  w i th  DDT and  lo o k  a t  w h a t i t  h a s  done w i t h in  

th e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  and  c h a in .  Many o f  th e  hum ans a re  p i c k in g  

up some p o is o n .  We a r e  f i n d in g  o u t  we a r e  b e in g  bom barded  and  

th o s e  t h a t  a r e  w o rk in g  in  t h e  s h ip y a r d s  in  W orld  War I I ,  t h i r t y  

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  you  h a d  b e t t e r  go i n  and  ch eck  to  s e e  i f  you  have
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lu n g  c a n c e r .  We d o n 't  know a l l  o f  th e  a n sw e rs  t h a t  go i n t o  

some o f  th e s e  t h i n g s . We do know t h a t  th e  c o u r t  a c t i o n  t h a t  

can  b e  ta k e n  a g a i n s t  u s c an  s to p  t h e  h u n t in g .  I t ' s  b e e n  done 

i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h ere  h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e f f o r t  

t h a t  h a s  gone on . Maybe we s h o u ld  g iv e  i t  some t h o u g h t . I  

w ou ld  l i k e  t o  le a v e  so m e th in g  b e h in d  me. The b e s t  we c an  f o r  

th o s e  who a r e  g o in g  to  f o l lo w  u s .  Now e v e r y th in g  t h a t  I  have  

h e a r d  t o n ig h t  h a s  b e e n  p i t c h e d  i n - - p r o  l e a d ,  p ro  s t e e l .  

O b v io u s ly , I 'm  p ro  s t e e l  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  th e  gam e. T h is  i s  

one  o f  th e  t h in g s  t h a t  we c an  do to  m ark t im e  u n t i l  we c a n  g e t  

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n .  I f  my in f o r m a t io n  i s  c o r r e c t , I  

b e l i e v e  t h i s  C om m ission does h a v e  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  a c c e p t in g  

s t e e l  s h o t  w i th  e x c l u s i o n s . Now t h e r e  a r e  some a r e a s  t h a t  

p o s s i b l y  s h o u ld  b e  e x c lu d e d  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  s tu d y  i s  done to  them . 

The S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  and  I  t h in k  p ro b a b ly  some o f  you a r e  a 

l i t t l e  m ore aw are  o f  th e  law  th a n  I  am an d  c an  g iv e  some i n f o r 

m a tio n  in  t h i s  a r e a .  S o m eth in g  t h a t  I  do w an t t o  le a v e  and  

t h a t  i s  y o u r  p r e r o g a t iv e  an d  I  r e q u e s t  th e  C om m ission to  lo o k  

i n t o  th e  e x c lu s io n  t h in g  i f  t h i s  i s  g o in g  to  h a p p en  by  th e  way 

i t ' s  g o in g  to  b e  done b u t  I  d o n ' t  w an t t o  s e e  o u r  s t a t e  l e f t  

o u t .  Thank you .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Mr. Wynn H aw kins, L a f a y e t t e .

Mr. H i l to n  D u p o n t. Mr. Doug H o lla n d . M r. H a l l  B e th r id g e .

MR. PECAN: L a d ie s  and  g e n tle m e n , I ' l l  make

t h i s  v e ry  s h o r t .  I 'v e  b e e n  h u n t in g  f o r  a  good  many y e a r s  an d
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I  w ou ld  j u s t  l i k e  t o  g iv e  my s u p p o r t  to  th e  w i l d l i f e  b i o l o g i s t s . 

I  b e l i e v e  w hat th e y  h a v e  b e e n  s a y in g .  I  t h in k  th e y  a r e  d o in g  

th e  r i g h t  t h in g  t h e r e , th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s . I 'm  s o r r y  X d o n 't  

h a v e  a  l o t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d s  and  t h a t  I  c o u ld  come up h e re  

and  g iv e  you p e t i t i o n s  and  s a y  t h i s  p o l i t i c i a n  was f o r  t h i s ,  h e  

i s  a g a i n s t  s t e e l  s h o t .  I 'm  f o r  th e  b i o l o g i s t s .  I  b e l i e v e  in  

w h a t th e y  a r e  s a y in g .  T h a t 's  a l l .  Thank y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY; T hank y o u , M r. P e c a n . Mr. M ike 

H u n g a ir ,  p l e a s e ,  from  L ake C h a r le s .  Mr. E r n ie  S o n n ie r  from  

New I b e r i a ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from  New I b e r i a  Rod and  Gun C lu b .

MR. ERNIE SONNIER: Thank y o u  v e ry  m uch. The g e n e r a l

m em bersh ip  o f  th e  New I b e r i a  Rod and  Gun C lub h e l d  on. T u e sd a y , 

O c to b e r  17 , o f  l a s t  w eek , th e  i s s u e  was much d i s c u s s e d .  We 

camp up w i th  no d e c i s i o n ,  e i t h e r  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t , j u s t  l i k e  Mr. 

B e rn a rd , a l s o  on th e  B oard  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  W ild 

l i f e  F e d e r a t io n .  We c o u ld  n o t  come o f f  w i th  a  d e c i s io n  t h e r e  

e i t h e r .  The sp o r tsm e n  a r e ,  I  m ig h t sa y  th e  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  

an d  I  lo o k  a t  t h e  New I b e r i a  Rod and  Gun C lub a s  a  c o n s e r v a t io n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  v e ry  much w an t t o  go th e  s id e  o f  th e  s t e e l  s h o t . 

T h a t was u n d o u b te d ly  th e  f e e l i n g s  o f  th e  New I b e r i a  Rod and  

Gun C lub m em bers. The p ro b le m  i s  i n  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n .  They 

c a n n o t b u y  i t  t h e  way i t  i s  so  th e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g s  o f  th e  

m em bers o f  th e  New I b e r i a  Rod and  Gun C lub i s  " l e t ' s  w a i t  and  

s e e . "  Maybe we c o u ld  s t i l l  go t o  i t  n e x t  y e a r .  I  t h in k  t h e r e  

i s  a  l o t  t o  b e  s o lv e d  b e f o r e  we can  a c c e p t  t h i s  a s  i t  comes 

down. Thank you .
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CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u . Mr. H i l t o n  D u p o n t, J r .

Mr. R o b e r t  Camp, B a to n  R ouge.

MR. ROBERT CAMP: I 'm  j u s t  a  c o n c e rn e d  s p o r ts m a n . I

d o n 't  h a v e  a n y th in g  p r e p a r e d  h e r e .  I  j u s t  w a n te d  t o  sa y  t h a t  

I  h a v e  b e e n  u s in g  s t e e l  s h o t  f o r  th e  l a s t  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s  on 

S a b in e  R efuge and  I  h av e  no  c o m p la in t .  I  h a v e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  

lu c k  w i th  i t ,  ev en  on g e e s e .  I  t e l l  you  th e  ducks a r e  d y in g  

from  in g e s t e d  l e a d  and  t h a t ' s  p ro v e n  f a c t .  T h a t m eans l e s s  

ducks a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s p o r tsm e n  an d  a l s o  l e s s  ducks to  go b a c k  up 

n o r t h  and  p ro d u c e  m ore b i r d s .  A lth o u g h  s t e e l  may n o t  b e  th e  

b e s t  a n sw e r, i t  i s  t h e  o n ly  a n sw e r t h a t  I  s e e  t h a t  we h a v e  now, 

an d  t h a t ' s  why I  f e e l  we s h o u ld  s u p p o r t  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t .  Thank 

y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , s i r .  Mr. Wayne G a l l a n t .

Mr. J a k e  Robson from  L ake C h a r le s .  M r. R o b e r t  F o n te n o t .  Mr. 

R o b e r t  G reen  from  L a f a y e t t e .  Mr. J o n e s .  M r. Tommy F o r t i e r ,

Mr. J e r r y  S a n d e rs , R o b e r t  S o n n ie r ,  G reg T a r v e r ,  J e r r y  DeMary,

Tommy V in c e n t ,  Mr. W ilso n  T h ib o d a u x , B a to n  R ouge.

MR. WILSON THIBODAUX: I  am V ice  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  B a to n

Rouge S p o r ts m e n 's  C lub and  th e y  i n s t r u c t e d  me to  t e l l  you  t h a t  

we f a v o r  th e  s t e e l  s h o t .  I  h a v e  h u n te d  w i th  s t e e l  s h o t  and  my 

own o p in io n  i s  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  I  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

p r i c e s  o f  i t .  I  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i t  b u t  a s  I  

l e a r n e d  to  make a d ju s tm e n ts  an d  l e t  t h e  ducks and  g e e s e  come in  

c lo s e ,  I  r e a l i z e d  i t  w as j u s t  a b o u t a s  e f f e c t i v e  a s  th e  l e a d  s h o t .
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S e c o n d ly , l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n , we m ust r e a l i z e  t h a t  we 

h a v e  to  p u t  away t h e  f a t  o f  b e in g  g re e d y  and  h a v e  c o n s e r v a t io n  

e f f o r t s  to  sa v e  o u r  w a te r f o w l . I f  t h e  same am ount o f  w a te r fo w l 

t h a t  d ie  from  l e a d  p o is o n in g  a s  i s  h a tc h e d  in  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  

w e l l ,  c e r t a i n l y  we m ust do so m e th in g  a b o u t i t .  I  t h in k  t h a t  

th e  p r i c e s .  A . l o t  o f  p e o p le  a r e  c o m p la in in g  a b o u t th e  p r i c e  

o f  s t e e l  s h o t  and  e v e n t u a l l y  th ro u g h  demand i t  w i l l  e q u a l i z e  

i t s e l f ,  so I 'm  n o t  g o in g  to  make an a t te m p t  t o  m ake , th e y  w i l l  

make t h e i r  own s p i e l  b e c a u s e  you  know I 'm  n o t  a  s p e a k e r  b u t  I  

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  M r. C h a irm a n , Members o f  t h e  Com

m is s io n  , l a d i e s  and  g e n tle m e n , to  come up b e f o r e  y o u  and  e x p re s s  

o u r  o p in io n s  an d  c e r t a i n l y  h o p e  t h a t  th e  C om m ission w i l l  an d  I  

t h in k  t h a t  th e y  w i l l ,  make th e  r i g h t  d e c i s io n  an d  I  a p p r e c i a t e  

th e  s t u d i e s  from  th e  b i o l o g i s t s .  I  t h in k  t h e y  a r e  v e ry  c a p a b le  

an d  we s h o u ld  be  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s . I n  c l o s i n g ,

I  w o u ld  l i k e  to  i n v i t e  e v e ry  one  o f  you to  a g o o se  and  duck 

c a l l i n g  c o n te s t  i n  B a to n  Rouge on S a tu rd a y  n i g h t  and  I  g u a ra n te e  

y o u  we w o n 't  h a v e  a l e a d  and  s t e e l  s h o t  c o n t r o v e r s y .  Thank y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , M r. T h ib o d e a u x . Mr.

H a r ry  G u n th in , from  New I b e r i a .  Mr. F re d  M a r t in ,  L ake C h a r le s .

MR. FRED MARTIN: I  r e a l l y  d o n 't  h a v e  a n y th in g  to  p r e s e n t

to  th e  Com m ission in  t h e  way o f  c r e d e n t i a l s  o t h e r  th a n  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  I  lo v e  duck h u n t in g  and  lo v e  d u c k s . T h a t 's  w h a t g o t  me to  

th e  h e a r in g  on t h i s  t h in g  an d  k e e p s  me h e r e  t o n i g h t .  A c o u p le  

o f  t h i n g s  t r o u b l e  me a b o u t t h i s  m e e t in g .  The p o i n t  i s  I  t h in k
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t h a t  t h e  p ro b le m  we a r e  t r y i n g  to  c u r e , t h e  s o l u t i o n  i s  w o r s e .

I  h a v e  h u n te d  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s  i n  a r e a s  o f  s o u th w e s t  L o u is ia n a  

a n d  L ake C h a r le s  an d  some o f  them  h a d  s t e e l  s h o t  and  some o f  them  

h a d  l e a d  and  I  s h o o t  s t e e l  s h o t , b o th  s t e e l  an d  l e a d  i n  my 12 

gau g e  and  I  c an  t e l l  you  from  my e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  no  w here  

n e a r  in  c o m p a riso n  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  e f f e c t s  on d u c k s . I  t h in k  

c r i p p l i n g  lo s s  from  s t e e l  s h o t  f a r  e x c e e d  any  b e n e f i t  t h a t  we 

a r e  g o in g  to  h a v e  from  r e p l a c i n g  i t  w i th  th e  l e a d .  The o t h e r  

t h in g  t h a t  w o r r ie s  me a l i t t l e  b i t  i s  t h e  f a c t  th a t ,_ th e  

f e d e r a l  go v ern m en t i s  g o in g  to  p ro v id e  a  s o l u t i o n  to  u s .  I  

rem em ber in  1958 was t h e  l a s t  y e a r  you  c o u ld  k i l l  C anada G eese 

i n  L o u is ia n a  an d  th e y  h a d  20 y r s . t o  b r i n g  t h a t  b a c k  to  us and  

h a v e  n o t  su c c e e d e d  i n  t h a t  y e t . Now th e y  a r e  g o in g  to  t e l l  us 

t h a t  a l th o u g h  th e y  c a n ' t  e n f o r c e  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  i n  W ash in g to n , 

th e y  w an t th e  S t a t e s  t o  s ig n  and  come down h e r e  and  make d e c i s io n  

and  e n f o r c e  i t  f o r  th em . So I  w o u ld  j u s t  l i k e  t o  sa y  t h a t  I  

t h in k  p e o p le  a s  was m e n tio n e d  b y  D r. G lasgow  t h a t  maybe t h i s  

co m m ittee  o u g h t to  b e  i n t i m i d a t e d  b y  th e  " F r ie n d s "  t h a t  t h e r e  

w i l l  b e  a  c o u r t  s u i t  t h a t  may s to p  a l l  h u n t in g  i n  L o u is ia n a  and  

I  c e r t a i n l y  hope  t h a t  you  a r e n ' t  sw ayed by  t h a t  a rg u m e n t. I  

s t a r t e d  h u n t in g  when I  was e i g h t  and  i t  h a s  b e e n  one o f  th e  

m o st b e n e f i c i a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  I  h a v e  h a d  i n  my l i f e .  I  b ro u g h t  

t h i s  to  my c h i l d r e n  and  I  c an  t e l l  you  r i g h t  now t h a t  i f  I  th o u g h t  

s t e e l  s h o t  w ould  h e lp  i n c r e a s e  and  p r e s e r v e  t h i s  h e r i t a g e  f o r  

my so n s  an d  my g r a n d s o n s , t h r e e  o r  f i v e  o r  w h a te v e r  i n c r e a s e  in
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t h e  p r i c e  o f  i t .  I ' l l  t e l l  you  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s t e e l  s h o t  i s  

th e  a n s w e r . I  t h in k  i t  w as p ro v e n  w here  th e  a n sw e r t o  c o n t in u 

in g  good duck h u n t in g  i s  when th e  l i m i t  w en t t o  2 b a c k  i n  t h e  

l a t e  5 0 1 s  and  e a r l y  6 0 's .  T h e re  w a s n 't  any  t a l k  a b o u t i t  was 

th e  l e a d  s h o t  t h a t  was k i l l i n g  t h e  d u c k s , i t  was th e  d ry  p r a i r i e s  

i n  C anada and  t h e  b r e e d in g  g ro u n d s  and  t h i s  i s  w h ere  im provem en t 

w as t a k in g  p l a c e .  I t  w a s n 't  by  s w i tc h in g  from  l e a d  s h o t  to  

s t e e l  s h o t  a n d , you  know , b r i n g in g  th e  ducks from  th e  law  p o i n t s  

th e n  to  w here  we can  now h a v e  t h e  l i m i t s  t h a t  we do h a v e . I t  

w as in  no way c a u s e d  b y  s w i tc h  o v e r  t o  s t e e l  s h o t . I  t h in k  i t ' s  

p re m a tu re  to  sa y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  a n sw e r t o  l e a d  s h o t  p ro b le m  

and  I  r e q u e s t  t h i s  Com m ission to  v o te  a g a i n s t  i t .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u . Mr. J e r r y  DeMary.

MR. JERRY DEMARY: I 'm  J e r r y  DeMary from  L ake C h a r l e s .

A rea  C hairm an o f  t h e  Ducks U n l im i te d  t h e r e . I 'm  V ice  P r e s i d e n t  

o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  an d  I  h av e  b e e n  on th e  Lake 

C h a r le s  Rod an d  Gun C lub as  an o f f i c e  h o l d e r  f o r  many y e a r s .

I  am v e ry  much o p p o se d  t o  s t e e l  s h o t  t h e  way i t  i s  s e t  up a t  

t h i s  t im e .  I  r e a d i l y  a g re e  t h e r e  i s  a  l e a d  p o is o n in g  p ro b lem  

b u t  I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  p ro b le m  f o r  o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  

o f  th e  s t a t e .  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  p ro b le m  . I  d o n 't  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  th e  m arsh  a r e a s  t h a t  we w i l l  h a v e  t h e  h ig h ly  

c o n c e n t r a te d  l e a d  p ro b le m s  t h a t  we a r e  su p p o s e d  t o  h a v e . I  

know th e y  c la im  a l l  game. I 'v e  n e v e r  fo u n d  any  l e a d  s h o t  i n  t h e  

g i z z a r d s  i n  a l l  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  I  h a v e  c le a n e d  them . Now, s u r e l y
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by  t h i s  tim e  I  w o u ld  h a v e  fo u n d  a t  l e a s t  one  w h o le  l e a d  s h o t .

As f a r  a s  th e  l i t t l e  w a fe r s  t h a t  w as sp o k en  a b o u t e a r l i e r , I  

can  a g re e  w i th  t h a t . I  c o u ld  h a v e  p a s s e d  o v e r  t h i s  q u i t e  e a s i l y  

b u t  a t  some p o i n t  in  t i m e , I  s h o u ld  h a v e  fo u n d  a t  l e a s t  one 

o r  m ore w ho le  l e a d  s h o t . D r. F r i e n d  made t h e  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  th e  

d e c i s i o n  i s  i n  o u r  h a n d s .  I  t r u l y  hope  t h a t  th e  d e c i s i o n  i s  i n  

th e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  t h a t  came h e r e  t o n i g h t  t o  sp e a k  an d  I  

hope  t h i s  C om m ission h e e d s  t o  t h e  p e o p le  t h a t  a r e  s p e a k in g  on 

t h e  o p p o s i t io n  t o  th e  s t e e l  s h o t .

I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  sp e a k  f o r  a  se c o n d  on t h e  B e l l r o s e  R e p o r t 

w h ich  w as m e n tio n e d  m any, many t im e s  t o n i g h t .  W hile  we w ere  

t r y i n g  to  ch an g e  L o u is ia n a  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  F lyw ay t h a t  th e  D e p a r t 

m ent o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  d id  n o t  n e e d  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a n y th in g  t h a t  

th e  B e l l r o s e  r e p o r t  h a d  to  s a y .  A t t h i s  t im e  th e y  w an t t o  t a k e  

n o t e  o f  th e  B e l l r o s e  r e p o r t .  I  t h in k  th e y  u se  t h i s  r e p o r t  to  

t h e i r  own c o n v e n ie n c e . One f i n a l  s t a t e m e n t , I  t h in k  i f  we 

c o n t in u e  w i th  a l l  t h e  l e a d  t h a t  we a r e  su p p o se d  to  b e  dum ping 

i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  we d o n 't  h a v e  to  w o rry  a b o u t l o s i n g  o u r  la n d s  

t o  th e  f a r m e r s , w h ich  I  h a v e  n o th in g  a g a i n s t  t h e  f a r m e r s , we h av e  

t o  w a tc h  o u t  we d o n 't  l o s e  i t  t o  l e a d  m in e r s .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , J e r r y .  Mr. D onald

P re m ie r  from  L a f a y e t t e . C a r l  A rc e n e a u x , D uson . R u s s e l l  M ie r , 

L a f a y e t t e .  Mr. J e r r y  D e v i l l e ,  V i l l e  P l a t t e .  S t e in  B y ro n ,

L ake C h a r le s .  V in ce  S m ith , I I ,  L ake C h a r le s .  Jo h n  L e B la n c , 

L a f a y e t t e . Who e l s e  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  b e  h e a r d  t o n ig h t ?  W ould 

y o u  p l e a s e  come up one a t  a  t im e  and  g iv e  me y o u r  nam es .
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MR. MARK SHIRLEY: My name i s  Mark S h i r l e y . I 'm  from

B a to n  Rouge.

Mr. C ha irm an , Members o f  t h e  C om m ission , I 'm  j u s t  a 

c o n c e rn e d  s p o r ts m a n . I  d o n 't  h a v e  th e  c r e d e n t i a l s  t h a t  a 

l o t  o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  p e o p le  h a v e .  Now I  know some o f  t h e  o t h e r  

b ig w ig s  g e t  up h e r e  an d  t a l k  a b o u t g o in g  o u t  i n  t h e i r  a i r b o a t  

and  h u n t  t h e i r  d u ck . I  d o n 't  h a v e  an  a i r b o a t .  I  h a v e  4 

p i r o g u e s .  OK.

I  b e l i e v e  t h e  b i o l o g i s t s  when th e y  g o t  up h e r e  and  

s a i d  we h av e  a  l e a d  s h o t  p ro b le m . I  t h in k  we c a n n o t d i s r e g a r d  

th e  f a c t .  I f  we can  do so m e th in g  to  e a s e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  I  

t h in k  we s h o u ld  t a k e  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n .  We s h o u ld  s u p p o r t  

th e  s t e e l  s h o t  p ro g ram  i n  L o u is ia n a .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , s i r .  Young man, w ith

y o u r  h u s t l e ,  I 'm  s u r e  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  an  a i r b o a t  one o f  t h e s e  

d a y s .

MR. RAND LANTTOPi. My name i s  Rand L a n t to p .  I 'm  from  

B a to n  Rouge and  I 'm  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  

C h a p te r  o f  W i l d l i f e  S o c i e ty .  I  h a v e  a  p r e p a r e d  s ta te m e n t  

t h a t  I  am g o in g  to  b o re  you  a l l  w i th  e v en  th o u g h  you  h ave  

h e a r d  m o st o f  t h i s  b e f o r e .

L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i ty  C h a p te r  o f  W i l d l i f e  S o c ie ty  

s t r o n g l y  recom m ends t h a t  L o u is ia n a  D e p artm en t o f  W i l d l i f e  

and  F i s h e r i e s  and  t h e  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  Com m ission a p p ro v e  

and  c o n t in u e  to  e n f o r c e  th e  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e rn in g  th e
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u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  c e r t a i n  d e s ig n a te d  a r e a s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  

M ost o f  my members h u n t  ducks an d  some o f  them  h a v e  o c c a s io n  

to  u s e  s t e e l  s h o t .  We a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  th e  a rg u m e n ts  a g a i n s t  

th e  u s e  o f  s t e e l .  We a g re e  t h e r e  a r e  p ro b le m s  n o t  th e  l e a s t  

f o r  w h ich  i s  th e  h ig h  c o s t  o f  s t e e l  s h o t . N e v e r th e le s s  

enough  e v id e n c e  h a s  a c c u m u la te d  o v e r  th e  p a s t  tw e n ty  y e a r s  

t o  p ro v e  b eyond  a  d o u b t i n c r i m i n a t i n g  i n g e s t i o n  o f  l e a d  s h o t  

a s  b e in g  th e  c a u se  o f  w a te r fo w l  m o r t a l i t y .  I t ' s  t h e  g ro s s  

w a s te  o f  o u r  w a te r fo w l r e s o u r c e s  th ro u g h  l e a d  s h o t  i n g e s t i o n  

an d  s u b s e q u e n t  d e a th  an d  r e p r o d u c t iv e  f a i l u r e s . I t  i s  a  

s e r i o u s  p ro b lem  i n  L o u is ia n a  an d  e l s e w h e r e . I t ' s  a  p ro b le m  

t h a t  c an  b e  s o lv e d  in  p a r t  b y  th e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  c e r t a i n  

c l a s s i f i e d  a r e a s .  The g r e a t e s t  s o l u t i o n  p o s s i b l y  to  th e  

p ro b le m , a s  D r. G lasgow  m e n tio n e d , t h a t  s t e e l  s h o t  b e  u s e d  in  

a l l  a r e a s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  We f e e l  i t  i s  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  

th e  sp o r tsm e n  to  a d o p t th o s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h ich  b e s t  a l lo w  

f o r  w ise  u se  and  m a in te n a n c e  o f  o u r  w a te r fo w l r e s o u r c e .

I f  we c o n t in u e  to  f a i l  i n  th e  w is e  u s e  o f  t h i s  r e s o u r c e  we 

may en d  up l o s i n g  t h e  r i g h t  to  h a r v e s t  any  o f  i t .  W astin g  

w a te r fo w l from  h u n te r - c a u s e d  l e a d  p o i s o n in g  i s  n o t  a  w ise  

u s e .  We f i n d  i t  i r o n i c  t h a t  some o f  th o s e  h u n te r s  a n n u a l ly  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  th e  m a in te n a n c e  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  w a te r fo w l 

b r e e d in g  h a b i t a t  th ro u g h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  su c h  a s  Ducks U n lim ite d  

a r e  u n w i l l in g  to  pay  th e  p r i c e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  when g iv e n  th e
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o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p e r s o n a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a  p ro g ram  aim ed  a t  

d e c r e a s in g  w a te r fo w l l e a d  p o is o n in g  l o s s e s . I f  m ore o f  o u r  

h u n te r s  w ou ld  r e a d  y o u r  b o o k s and  g e t  t h e  f a c t s  and  lo o k  a t  

a  few  g iz z a r d s  th e m s e lv e s  and  s t i l l  b e  o p p o se d  t o  th e  u se  

o f  s t e e l  s h o t  a s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  to  l e a d  p o i s o n in g ,  we r e s p e c t 

f u l l y  su b m it t h a t  th e y  m ig h t c o n s id e r  h a n g in g  up t h e i r  s h o o t in g  

i r o n s  and  le a v e  i t  t o  t h o s e  s p o r tsm e n  who h a v e  r i g h t f u l  c o n c e rn  

w i th  p r e s e r v in g  o u r  w a te r fo w l  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  and  f o r  f u t u r e  

g e n e r a t i o n s .  Now, I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  ad d  one t h in g  to  t h a t .

FROM THE FLOOR: E x cu se  m e, s i r .  W ould y o u  p l e a s e

r e s t a t e  y o u r  name a g a in .

MR. RAND LANTTOP: Rand L a n t to p .  L -A -N -T -T -O -P . As

I  s a i d ,  I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  add  one t h i n g  t o  t h a t .  P e o p le  d o n 't  

seem  to  b e  aw are  t h a t  t h e  f e l lo w  who l i v e s  i n  a  t h i r d  f l a t  o f  

an  a p a r tm e n t  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  C i ty  o f  C h icago  h a s  a s  much to  

s a y  a b o u t t h i s  w a te r fo w l  r e s o u r c e  a s  you  and  I  do . I f  he  

d o e s n 't  l i k e  th e  s e a s o n s ,  h e  can  do a n y th in g  to  t h a t  duck 

s e a s o n  down a t  th e  p o n d — n o t  th e  one you an d  X p u t  o u t  d e c o y s .

A t a  duck cam p, h e  w o u ld n 't  l e t  you  o r  I  o r  anyone k i l l  t h a t  

d u c k . F o r  u s  to  g iv e  h im  am m u n itio n  t o  f i g h t  th e  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  

o u r  r i g h t  t o  h u n t  w a te r fo w l i s  n o t  r i g h t .  By u s in g  s t e e l  s h o t  

a t  l e a s t  i s  a  te m p o ra ry  s to p  gap m ea su re  w h ich  w i l l  p r e v e n t  

t h a t  from  h a p p e n in g , I  t h in k  we o u g h t t o  do i t .

Now som eone m e n tio n e d  t h a t  a  ju d g e  from  A le x a n d r ia  

w i l l  make a  d e c i s i o n .  W e ll, i t ' s  n o t  g o in g  to  b e  from  some
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ju d g e  in  A le x a n d r ia .  I t ' s  g o in g  to  b e  th e  C o n g re ss  o f  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  t h e  Suprem e C o u rt an d  t h a t  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  

p ro b le m  New York C i ty  w here  t h e r e  a r e  m ore p e o p le  th a n  a r e  

h e r e  and  h a v e  a s  much to  sa y  a b o u t i t  a s  we d o . I  t h in k  we 

o u g h t to  g iv e  t h a t  deep  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A g a in , we recommend 

t h a t  th e  W i l d l i f e  an d  F i s h e r i e s  Com m ission a p p ro v e  th e  

e n fo rc e m e n t o f  s t e e l  s h o t  f o r  t h i s  y e a r .  Thank you .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u . N ex t s p e a k e r .

MR. TOM BRIER: Mr. C h a irm a n , Members o f  th e  C om m ission ,

I 'm  Tom B r i e r  from  B ato n  Rouge now b u t  I 'm  from  New O r le a n s  

o r i g i n a l l y .

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I  w o u ld  l i k e  to  co m p lim en t th e  o p p o s i t io n  

to  th e  s t e e l  s h o t .  You d id  y o u r  homework a h e l l  o f  a  l o t  b e t t e r

th a n  I  d id .  The o n ly  p ro b le m  w i th  t h a t  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t

g o in g  t o  c u re  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  l e a d  s h o t  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s , c a l l e d  

" h o t  s p o t"  a r e a s .

S e c o n d ly , t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h . The m ain  o b j e c t i v e  

o f  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i s  to  b e  u n b ia s e d .  I  know I  h ave  a l o t  

o f  f a i t h  in  p e o p le  l i k e  t h i s ,  B atem an and  o t h e r  b i o l o g i s t s .

He was o u t  in  th e  a i r b o a t  e x a m in in g  a l l  t h e s e  s i c k  d u c k s . We 

h e a r d  p e o p le  t o n i g h t  s a y  t h a t  th e y  h a v e n 't  fo u n d  any  l e a d  s h o t

and  ev en  one f e l lo w  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  we f e e d  them  l e a d  to

p r e v e n t  C h o le ra .  B ut o u r  own s tu d y  g o t i n  o u r  own b a c k y a rd , 

C a ta h o u la  L ak e , I  t h in k  we s h o u ld  t a k e  h e e d  t o .  The a n t i 
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h u n t in g  c o u r s e s . And, f i n a l l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  b a l l i s t i c s  g o , 

s t e e l  s h o t  we p ro b a b ly  w ou ld  h av e  to  s a c r i f i c e  some y a r d s .

I  was t a u g h t  t h a t ,  y o u  know , t r y  to  g e t  y o u r  ducks t o  come 

i n  a  l i t t l e  c l o s e r  th a n  200 o r  e v e n  60 y a r d s .

T h a t 's  a l l  I  h a v e  t o  s a y .  I  came an d  I  j u s t  w a n ted  

t o  s a y  s o m e th in g . Thank you .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u  v e ry  m uch.

MR. DWIGHT LEBLANC: My name i s  D w ight L eB lan c  and

I  am from  S c o t t ,  L o u is ia n a ,  and  I  w an t to  s a y  t h a t  I  s h o t  

s t e e l  s in c e  1975 and  I  n o t i c e d  no damage to  my gun and  I  

t h in k  t h a t  my s h o o t in g  h a s  im p ro v e d . I  w a i t  f o r  my ducks 

now. I  h e a rd  t h a t  s t e e l  d i d n ' t  c a r r y  a s  f a r  so  now w h en ev er 

I  s i t  I  w a i t  f o r  my ducks and  I  t h in k  t h a t  on a  p e r  s h o t  b a s i s  

my s u c c e s s  i s  b e t t e r  w i th  s t e e l  th a n  w i th  l e a d  s h o t .

A n o th e r  t h in g  I  w an t to  t a l k  a b o u t i s  th e  c o s t .  I  

d o n ' t  t h in k  th e  c o s t  o f  s t e e l  j u s t i f i e s  i t s  b e in g  e l im in a te d  

b e c a u s e  p e o p le  w ho, p e o p le  who h a v e  a  l o t  o f  money and  h av e  

h u n t in g  l e a s e s ,  t h in g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  and  you  know you  guys 

t h a t  c an  a f f o r d  t o  h a v e  a  tw o - th o u s a n d  d o l l a r  duck camp and  

I  d o n 't  t h in k  $ 5 .0 0  m ore f o r  a  b o x  o f  s h e l l s  i s  g o in g  t o  h u r t  

th o s e  g u y s . I f  you  can  a f f o r d  a l e a s e ,  you  can  a f f o r d  $ 5 .0 0  

m ore f o r  a  box  o f  s t e e l .

A n o th e r  t h i n g ,  I  w o u ld  l i k e  th e  C om m ission t o  s t a n d  by  

th e  b i o l o g i s t s .  T hose guys h a v e  a l o t  o f  s c h o o l in g .  Some w ith  

P h . d 's .  I t ' s  6 y r s .  P e o p le  l i k e  you  and  I  and  th e y  h u n t j u s t
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l i k e  you  and  I  do . I  d o n 't  t h i n k  th e y  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  o f  p a y in g  

m ore f o r  s t e e l  s h o t  th a n  anybody  e l s e  d o e s , b u t  b e c a u s e  i n  th e  

i n t e r e s t  i t  i s  a  good id e a  t o  u se  s t e e l  s h o t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  l e a d  

s h o t  p ro b le m . They a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  j u s t  a b o u t s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  

jo b s  to  s u p p o r t  s t e e l . T h is  i s  one t h in g  y o u  s h o u ld  c o n s id e r .

The im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  p ro g ram  i s  n o t  an 

im m e d ia te  an sw er t o  p ro b le m s  i n  l e a d  s h o t  p o is o n in g  b e c a u s e  

l e a d  i s  g o in g  to  p e r s i s t  i n  t h e  e n v iro n m e n t f o r  a  lo n g  t im e .

I t  s u p p o s e d ly  i s  a  l o t  o f  l e a d  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu r y  i s  

s t i l l  on th e  b o tto m  o f  p l a c e s  l i k e  C a ta h o u la  L ake an d  i s  s t i l l  

p o is o n in g  d u c k s . I t  i s  a  p e r s i s t e n t  p o i s o n e r .

My f i n a l  s t a te m e n t  i s  t h a t  we can  t r a i n  h u n te r s  to  u se  

s t e e l  s h o t  p ro b a b ly  b u t  c a n n o t  t r a i n  t h e  ducks to  s to p  e a t i n g  

l e a d .

I  s i n c e r e l y  hope  t h a t  th e  C om m ission w i l l  a l lo w  th e  F is h  

and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  t o  e n f o r c e  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  in  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  i n  th e  " h o t  s p o t s , "  I f  t h e  C om m ission 

does s e e  f i t  n o t  to  a l lo w  th e  F i s h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  t o  

e n f o r c e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  on th o s e  h o t  s p o t  a r e a s , I  

s i n c e r e l y  hope  t h a t  t h e  C om m ission w i l l  a l lo w  th e  F is h  and 

W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  t o  e n f o r c e  s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  on f e d e r a l  

r e f u g e s  b e c a u s e  we h e a r d  a  l o t  a b o u t a n t i - h u n t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

to d a y  t h a t  w ere  g o in g  to  go to  th e  c o u r t  an d  th e y  w i l l .  P u b l ic  

h u n t in g  a r e a s ,  a r e a s  t h a t  I  u s e , w i l l  b e  l o s t  t o  th e  h u n te r .
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I t ' s  n o t  a q u e s t io n .  I t ' s  a  f a c t .  I  d o n 't  h av e  any  p la c e  

e l s e  to  go so  i f  you  do a l lo w  l e a d  s h o t  o n ly  I  s i n c e r e l y  

h o p e  t h a t  you a l lo w  th e  F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e  t o  e n fo r c e  

s t e e l  s h o t  r e g u l a t i o n s  on  t h e i r  r e f u g e s .  Thank y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u .

MR. KEN TUMMINELLO: My name i s  Ken T u m m in e llo . I 'm

from  B a to n  R ouge , L o u is ia n a .

The l e a d  s h o t  p ro b le m , th e  p o i s o n in g ,  i s  r e a l  and  i s  n o t  

some f ig m e n t o f  th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  th e  b i o l o g i s t s  t h a t  h av e  

b e e n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  f o r  y e a r s . I  can  s e e  no  r e a s o n  t o  make 

t h i s  k in d  o f  in f o r m a t io n  u p . I t  w i tn e s s e d  l e a d  s h o t  p o is o n in g .

I  g av e  exam ined  g i z z a r d s  an d  h a v e  s e e n  th e  l e a d  p e l l e t s  t h e r e .

I  h a v e  s e e n  w ha t th e  b i o l o g i s t s  from  th e  U. S . F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  

S e r v ic e  i n  th e  f i e l d  h a v e  d e s c r ib e d .  They a r e  n o t  im a g in a r y . 

They a r e  r e a l .  The b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t s .  OK.

The q u e s t io n s  i s :  I s  s t e e l  s h o t  th e  answ er?  Maybe n o t .

Maybe i t  w i l l  b e .  Maybe i t  c o u ld  b e .  H ow ever, we h a v e  to  

t a k e  some e f f o r t  t o  d e m o n s tr a te  o u r  t r u e  c o n c e rn  n o t  f o r  o u r  

h u n t in g .  Not f o r  t h i s  s e a s o n .  Not f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n .  To H e l l  

w i th  a l l  t h a t .  What a b o u t th e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e .  T h ere  can  and  

w i l l  b e  and  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  b e  l o s s  from  l e a d  p o i s o n in g .  The 

l e a d  i s  t h e r e  an d  w i l l  re m a in  t h e r e  and  can  o n ly  b e g in  to  b e  

a l l e v i a t e d  by  e l i m i n a t i n g  l e a d  s h o t , p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  i n  t h e  h o t  

s p o t s .
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S o , I  t h in k  we n e e d  to  do h e r e  and  a s  o t h e r s  d i s c u s s e d  h e re  

t o n i g h t . I  s u p p o r t  t h e  u se  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  h o t  s p o t s .  H ow ever,

I  t h i n k  we n e e d  t o  t a k e  a l l  t h i s  e f f o r t  and  m anpow er, d i s c u s s  

i t ,  and  c o n v e r t  i t  i n t o  p o s i t i v e  f r u i t f u l  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  w i l l  e v a l 

u a te  h o t  s p o t s , e v a l u a t e  them  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  b i o l o g i s t s  h ave  

e v a lu a t e d  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n in g .  I  b e l i e v e  we n e e d  to  

g e t  o u t  o f  t h i s  b u s in e s s  o f  c o m m e rc ia lism , t r y i n g  to  c i t e  a 

b unch  o f  r e p o r t s  from  arm s m a n u f a c t u r e r s . No d o u b t th e y  a re  

e x p e r t s . They know w hat th e y  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t . They a r e  

b a l l i s t i c i a n s . W e l l , l e t ' s  p u t  some e f f o r t  i n t o  d e v e lo p in g  

an a c c e p ta b le  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  l e a d  s h o t .  We h a v e  t o  f o r  th e  

sa k e  o f  th e  r e s o u r c e . Thank y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. T u m m in e llo .

MR. DON WILLS: M r. T u m m in e llo , w ha t i s  y o u r  o c c u p a tio n ?

MR. KEN TUMMINELLO: I 'm  p r e s e n t l y  em p loyed  b y  th e  U. S.

F is h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e .

MR. DON WILLS: OK. T h a t ’s w ha t I  w a n te d  to  f i n d  o u t .

Thank y ou .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: N e x t, p l e a s e .

MR. BOB STRATER: My name i s  Bob S t r a t e r .  I 'm  from

B a to n  R ouge.

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: What do you  d o , B ob . T e l l  them .

MR. BOB STRATER: I 'm  a p r i v a t e  c o n s u l t a n t  and  a l s o  a

s t u d e n t  a t  LSU.
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MR. DON WILLE: What i s  y o u r  name a g a in ?

MR. BOB STRATER: Bob S t r a t e r .

MR. DON WILLE: S t r a t e r ?

MR. BOB STRATER: Y es, s i r .

MR. DON WILLE: OK.

MR. BOB STRATER: I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know w hat d i f f e r e n c e

i t  m akes w ha t y o u r  o c c u p a t io n  i s  o r  w here  you  a r e  fro m .

MR. DON WILLE: I  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t . I  was j u s t  t r y i n g

t o  f i n d  o u t  s o m e th in g .

MR. BOB STRATER:If you  r e c o g n iz e  w h a t t h e  p e r s o n  s ta n d s  

f o r  and  e v e ry  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  an  e q u a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  

t o  s p e a k .

MR. DON WILLE: Mr. S t r a t e r  t h a t  w a s n 't  t h e  r e a s o n .  I

j u s t  w a n te d  t o  f i n d  o u t  e x a c t l y  w ha t th e  o c c u p a t io n  was o f  th e  

p e o p le  who come up h e r e .  I  w as j u s t  k in d  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a l l  

p e r s o n s ,  s i r ,  t h e  o c c u p a t io n s .

MR. BOB STRATER: I t  seem s som ew hat s t r a n g e  b e c a u s e ,

w e l l , you  a sk e d  q u i t e  a few  p e o p le  to  sp e a k  an d  d i d n ’ t  a s k  them  

w h a t t h e i r  o c c u p a t io n s  w e re .

I  d o n 't  know t h a t  I  can  add  much to  w ha t t h e  b i o l o g i s t s  

h a v e  a l r e a d y  s a i d  t o n i g h t .  I  b e l i e v e  th e y  a r e  i n  a  much b e t t e r  

p o s i t i o n  to  make d e c i s io n s  th a n  anybody on t h i s  B o a rd , p a n e l ,  

o r  C om m ission . As a  s tu d e n t  a t  LSU, I  know . I  lo o k e d  i n t o  a 

l o t  o f  g i z z a r d s .  I  lo o k e d  th ro u g h  a l o t  o f  g i z z a r d s .  The ducks
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do i n g e s t  l e a d  s h o t  on C a ta h o u la  L a k e . T h e re  i s  no d o u b t i n  

my m ind a b o u t t h a t .

FROM THE FLOOR: I  a s k  y o u , do you  know t h a t  th e y  g o t

them  on C a ta h o u la  Lake?

MR. BOB STRATER: I  do n o t  know t h a t  th e y  g o t  them  on 

C a ta h o u la  Lake b u t  I  do know t h a t  t h e  ducks w ere  s h o t  by 

h u n te r s  h u n t in g  on C a ta h o u la  L ake u n le s s  th e y  h a d  g o t te n  o u t  

an d  w orked  th ro u g h  th e  woods so m ep lace  t o  g e t  them . T h ere  was 

a  s u g g e s t io n  e a r l i e r  f o r  m ore s t u d y . We h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  o v e r  a  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  l e a d  p e l l e t s  on th e  to p  p o r t i o n  o f  

th e  s o i l  p e r  a c r e  on C a ta h o u la  L a k e . I  b e l i e v e  i t ' s  o v e r  a 

h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  p e l l e t s .

FROM THE FLOOR: W hat d id  t h e  r e p o r t  s a y , M r. Batem an?

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: P l e a s e ,  p l e a s e  l e t  t h e  g e n tle m a n

f i n i s h .

MR. BOB STRATER: I 'm  n o t  f i n i s h e d .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: OK, Mr. S t r a t e r .

MR. BOB STRATER: We a l s o  h e a r d  t h a t  one t h i r d  o f  th e

m a l la r d s  h a r v e s t e d  up t h e r e  a l s o  h a d  l e a d  p e l l e t s  in  t h e i r  g i z 

z a rd s  t h i s  l a s t  y e a r .  S u rv ey s  t h a t  I  h a v e  made on th e  m a l la r d s  

h a d  m ore l e a d  p e l l e t s  i n  t h e i r  g i z z a r d s .  M a lla rd s  h a r v e s t e d  

h a d  l e a d  p e l l e t s  i n  t h e i r  g i z z a r d s . A d m itte d ly ,  t h e  p r i c e  o f  

s t e e l  s h o t  i s  e x p e n s iv e .  The p r i c e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  a t  G ib s o n 's  

i n  J e n n in g s  l a s t  y e a r  was $ 5 . 7 9 . ,At th e  same t im e ,  S t e i n b e r g 's
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i n  B a to n  Rouge was c h a rg in g  a b o u t$ 9 .0 0 .  Now I  d o n ' t  know who 

i s  m ak ing  a p r o f i t .  I t  w a s , I  s u s p e c t ,  som ew here b e tw ee n  th e  

arm s m a n u fa c tu r e r  and  th e  r e t a i l e r .  I  hope  t h a t  y o u  u n d e r s ta n d  

o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  m a n d a to ry  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  and  a t  l e a s t  i n  

th o s e  a r e a s  i n  L o u is ia n a  t h a t  t h e  w a te r fo w l  b i o l o g i s t s  d e s ig n a te  

a s  " h o t  s p o t s . "  Thank you .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. S t r a t e r .  I 'm

s o r r y  f o r  th e  i n t e r r u p t i o n s ,

MR. BOB STRATER: I  j u s t  w an t t o  c l a r i f y  one  t h i n g .  I

w ork  p a r t - t i m e  f o r  th e  F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e .  I  w ork p a r t -  

t im e  f o r .  an e n v iro n m e n ta l  c o n s u l t i n g  f i r m  an d  c u r r e n t l y  w ork 

on p r i v a t e  r e s e a r c h  on A tc h a f a la y a  D e l ta .  I  am q u a l i f i e d  and  

I  t h i n k  I  know w h a t I  am t a l k i n g  a b o u t .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , s i r .

MR. HARRY DELCAMBRE: My name i s  H a rry  D e lcam b re . I  am

from  L a f a y e t t e  and  I  am a  f i s h i n g  g u id e  a t  T o le d o  Bend Lake 

a n d  a l s o  w ork n e x t  two m onths a t  a  s p o r t i n g  goods s t o r e  h e r e  in  

L a f a y e t t e .

I 'v e  s a t  a t  t h i s  m e e tin g  f o r  how many h o u rs  now and  I 'm  

n o t  i n  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  z o n e . I  s h o o t  i n  th e  l e a d  s h o t  z o n e .

I  came h e re  w i th  a  l o t  o f  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  I  w a n te d  a n sw e red  and  

I  am le a v in g  h e r e  w i th  m ore q u e s t io n s  th a n  I  h a v e  a n sw e rs  on 

t h i s  w h o le  c o n t r o v e r s y .

F i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  m e e tin g , I  th o u g h t  i t  was a  p o l i t i c a l
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c o n v e n t io n .  More p o l i t i c i a n s  up h e r e  s a y in g  m ore t h in g s  and  

a  l o t  o f  them  n o t  s p e a k in g .  A l o t  o f  them  s p e a k in g  s t r i c t l y  

a s  p o l i t i c i a n s  and  a l o t  o f  them  h a d  a l o t  o f  good t h in g s  to  

s a y .  I  know t h a t  a f t e r  th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  made by  t h i s  m e e t in g ,

I  was l e a n in g  to w a rd  p r o - s t e e l  s h o t .  Now I  r e a l i z e  i t  w as a 

v e ry  o n e - s id e d  i s s u e  on t h e i r  p a r t .  They d id  n o t  p r e s e n t  th e  

e n t i r e  s t o r y  and  I  t h in k  a  l o t  o f  p e o p le  l e f t  h e r e  t o n i g h t  w i th  

a  l o t  o f  q u e s t io n s  and  I  d o n ' t  t h in k  t h a t  you  can  a l l e v i a t e  one 

p ro b lem  and  b r i n g  up a n o th e r  p ro b le m  an d  s o lv e  th e  s i t u a t i o n .

I  r e a l i z e  t h e r e  i s  a l o t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  in v o lv e d  i n  t h i s  c o m m itte e . 

Some o f  i t  n e c e s s a r y ,  an d  some o f  i t  v e ry  u n n e c e s s a r y .  I  h a v e  

a  l o t  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s  i n  L o u is ia n a .

I  am g e t t i n g  l e s s  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h i s  B o a rd . I  d o n ' t  t h in k  i t  i s  

r i g h t  to  e n fo r c e  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  on th e  h u n t e r s  o f  L o u is ia n a  w i th  

th e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  a t  h a n d . I  t h in k  y o u  h a v e  to  be  

s u r e  t h a t  w hat you  a r e  d o in g  i s  r i g h t  an d  h a l f - h e a r t e d  an sw ers  

and  s o l u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  g o in g  to  s o lv e  th e  p ro b le m . T h a t 's  i t .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. D e lc a m b re .

MR. KERRY TATUM: K e rry  Tatum  from  L u l in g  (? )  . As I

was l i s t e n i n g  h e r e  t o n i g h t  to  o u r  s p e a k e r s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  l e a d  s h o t  p ro b le m , t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  m ain  

f a c t o r s  h e r e  t h a t  e v e ry o n e  seem s to  b e  o p p o se d  t o :  th e  h ig h  

c o s t  o f  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  and  . . . .  ( i n a u d i b l e )  and  th e n  th e  

c r i p p l i n g  e f f e c t .  I f  you  a r e  g o in g  to  lo o k  a t  th e  ducks you 

a r e  g o in g  to  sa y  th e  f i r s t  two s h o u ld  n o t  ev en  b e  c o n s id e r e d
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i f  y o u  a r e  j u s t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t th e  w e l f a r e  o f  th e  ducks w h ich  

le a v e s  us w ith  th e  c r i p p l i n g  o f  th e  ducks w h ich  i s  p ro b a b ly  

th e  m ain  f a c t o r  a s  to  why you  w o u ld n o t w an t th e  s t e e l  s h o t ,  

c e r t a i n l y  b e t t e r  f o r  l e a d .  I  can  s e e  t h a t  you  m ig h t h a v e  to  

s h o r t e n  y o u r  s h o o t in g  d i s t a n c e s  to  30 o r  40 y a r d s . I  can  a l s o  

s e e  w i th  l e a d  s h o t  y o u  p ro b a b ly  w ou ld  b e  a s  I  h av e  se e n  a t  

C a ta h o u la  L ak e , i f  you  p a s s  60 y a r d s ,  y o u  p ro b a b ly  a re  c r i p p l i n g  

m ore ducks w i th  l e a d  s h o t  th a n  y o u  w o u ld  by  u s in g  s t e e l  s h o t .

I  f e e l  t h a t  r i g h t  now th e  c r i p p l i n g  e f f e c t s  a r e  now o u tw e ig h e d  

and  th e  s t e e l  s h o t  p ro b le m  s h o u ld  b e  i n a c c u r a t e .  T h a t 's  w ha t 

I  w o u ld  l i k e  f o r  y o u  to  c o n s id e r .  Thank y ou .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank you .

MR. HARRY SMITH: I 'm  H a rry  S m ith , P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e

C a lc a s ie u  Rod and  Gun Club and  I  a c t u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h r e e  

c l u b s : The C a lc a s ie u  Rod and  Gun C lu b , t h e  S o u th w e s t L o u is ia n a

B ird  H u n te rs  A s s o c ia t io n ,  an d  S o u th w e s t L o u is ia n a  S p o r ts m e n 's  

L eague o f  D e R id d e r. In  a l l  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  t o n i g h t , t h e r e  

h a s  b e e n  t a l k  " p r o "  and  t a l k  " a g a i n s t "  s t e e l  s h o t .  T h ere  a re  

s e v e r a l  th in g s  o r  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  s t i l l  n e e d  to  b e  a n sw e red  on 

th e  s t e e l  s h o t  i s s u e .  F i r s t  o f  a l l  b u r  c lu b  i s  one o f  th e  o l d e s t  

c o n s e r v a t io n  c lu b s  o r  s p o r t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  As a  

m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  we w ere  th e  o n ly  s p o r t s m e n 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h in  

th e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a .  Our c lu b  h a s  b e e n  in  e x i s t e n c e  s in c e  

th e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 's .  We h av e  fo u g h t  h a r d .  W e've done a  l o t  o f  

w ork . A l o t  o f  h a r d  w ork f o r  c o n s e r v a t io n .  The c o n c e n su s  o f
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o u r  c lu b ,  th e  S o u th w e s t L o u is ia n a  B i r d  H u n te rs  and  S o u th w e s t 

L o u is ia n a  S p o r ts m e n 's  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  D e R id d e r , i s  t h a t  we 

f e e l  f i r s t  o f  a l l  t h a t  we w o u ld  l i k e  t o  a sk  t h e  co m m ittee  f o r  

a s u s p e n s io n  o f  th e  u se  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  i n  th e  1978-79  h u n t in g  

s e a s o n  a s  No. 1 . No. 2 , we w o u ld  l i k e  t o  h a v e  an  open 

m o ra to r iu m  on th e  u se  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  d u r in g  1979-80  h u n t in g  

s e a s o n . We, a s  an o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  members o f  t h e  7 th  D i s t r i c t  

o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t io n  f e e l  i f  we n e e d  s t e e l  

s h o t , i f  i t ' s  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  we do d e f i n i t e l y  n e e d  s t e e l  

s h o t  w h ich  I  t h in k  in  my own p e r s o n a l  o p in io n  we n e e d  m ore 

r e s e a r c h  on i t ,  we w i l l  g iv e  o u r  t o t a l  s u p p o r t  t o  th e  u s e  o f  

s t e e l  s h o t  i n  th e  n e e d e d  a r e a s .  As f a r  a s  in  a r e a s  w here  i t  

i s  n o t  n e e d e d , we w i l l  o p p o se  i t  i n  e v e ry  p o s s i b l e  way we can 

o p p o se  i t .  I ,  m y s e l f ,  f e e l  t h i s  way t h a t  i f  I  am s h o o t in g  a 

12 gauge w i th  s t e e l  s h o t  and  a  g e n tle m a n  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  b e s id e  

me i s  s h o o t in g  a  20 gau g e  w i th  l e a d  w hat d i f f e r e n c e  does i t  

m ake. He i s  p u t t i n g  b a s i c a l l y  a lm o s t  th e  same am ount o f  l e a d  

o u t  t h a t  I  w o u ld  b e  p u t t i n g  o u t  w i th  a  12 g a u g e .

My p e r s o n a l  reco m m en d a tio n  an d  a  good num ber o f  th e  

p e o p le  o f  a l l  t h r e e  o f  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f e e l  th e  same way and  

t h a t  i s  why t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  a  b a n  t o  u s in g  a  12 g a u g e . A l l  

r i g h t ,  I  am th e  ow ner o f  a  gun s h o p . I  am a  g u n sm ith . Today 

y o u  w a tc h  th e  p e o p le  an d  you  w a tc h  th e  p r o d u c ts  b ro u g h t  i n t o  

my shop  and  y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h e  p e o p le  t h a t  tw o y e a r s ,  t h r e e
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y e a r s , f i v e  y e a r s  a g o , w ere  h u n t in g  w i th  12 g a u g es  a r e  no 

lo n g e r  d o in g  i t . They a r e  com ing i n  and  b u y in g  s k e e t  b a r r e l s  

f o r  them . They a r e  n o t  h u n t in g  game w i th  t h e i r  12 g a u g e s .

They a r e  h a n g in g  them  u p . I  h a v e  p e o p le  c a l l i n g  me up e v e ry  

day s a y in g ,  "H ey, can  you  g e t  me a  16 g a u g e ? "  S ix te e n  g au g es  

w i l l  b e  f a d e d  o u t . N ex t few  y e a r s  i t  i s  g o in g  t o  b e  h a r d e r  

an d  h a r d e r  t o  g e t  a 16 gau g e  s h o tg u n . I t ' s  g o in g  to  be  h a r d  

t o  g e t.  am m un ition  f o r  a  1 6 . W h a t 's  h a p p e n in g  i s  th e  o n ly  

t h in g  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  i t  b a c k , i t ' s  28 gauge  now. 20 gauge  

i s  th e  s t r o n g e s t  s e l l e r  gun r i g h t  now and  i t ' s  t h e  up and  

com ing p ro b le m . Why? B ecau se  o f  s t e e l  s h o t .  S u re  we h av e  a  

b a n  on t h e  12 g a u g e . We sa y  y o u  c a n ' t  h u n t  h e r e , h e r e  o r  h e r e  

w i th  a  12 gauge so  th e  man b u y s t h e  2 0 . What a r e  we do in g ?  

I t ' s  l i k e  s p i t t i n g  i n t o  a  40 m ile  p e r  h o u r  w in d . You g e t  egg  

i n  y o u r  f a c e .  You a r e  n o t  e l i m i n a t i n g  th e  p ro b le m  t h a t  i s  

t h e r e . You a r e  s t i l l  g o in g  t o  h a v e  t h e  same p ro b le m  t h a t  h a s  

b e e n  t h e r e ,  i t ' s  g o in g  to  b e  t h e r e , and  i t  i s  g o in g  to  s t a y  

t h e r e . My p e r s o n a l  rec o m m e n d a tio n  an d  a  l o t  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  

a l l  t h r e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h av e  th e  same re c o m m e n d a tio n . I f  we 

n e e d  s t e e l  s h o t  l e t ' s  p u t  i t  s t a t e w i d e .  L e t ' s  p u t  i t  on a l l  

g a u g e s . We h a v e  enough  w a te r f o w l . You a r e  g o in g  to  h av e  to  

s h o o t  s t e e l  s h o t .  I f  t h e  b i o l o g i s t s  s a y  we n e e d  i t .  I f  t h e  

p e o p le  sa y  we n e e d  i t ,  th ro u g h  th e  r e p o r t s , th ro u g h  th e  t e s t s ,  

l e t ' s  go w i th  th e  w h o le  t h i n g .  L e t ' s  n o t  make a f a r c e  o f  i t .
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L e t ' s  d o n 't  p l a y  c h i l d i s h  games an d  s a y  d o n 't  s h o o t  a 12 g a u g e . 

You a r e  g o in g  to  h a v e  t o  s h o o t  s t e e l  s h o t .  We h a v e  h e a r d  b o th  

s i d e s  o f  th e  a rg u m en t to d a y .  We h a v e  h e a r d  p e o p le  t o t a l l y  f o r  

i t .  We h av e  h e a r d  p e o p le  t a l k  a g a i n s t  i t .  I 'v e  h e a r d  p e o p le  

s t a n d  up h e r e  and  s a y ,  "W e ll, t h i r t y  m i l l i o n  ducks a r e  g o in g  to  

d ie  t h i s  n e x t  y e a r  b e c a u s e  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g ."  Y eah , s u r e .  

P e o p le  d ie  on o u r  h ighw ays from  t r u c k s  ru n n in g  o v e r  them .

T h e re  a r e  g o in g  t o  b e  p e o p le  m u rd e re d . T h e r e 's  g o in g  t o  b e  a l l  

k in d s  o f  game k i l l .  What a b o u t t h e  game t h a t ' s  b e in g  p o a ch e d  

r i g h t  now. We h a d  a  p ro b le m  n o t  lo n g  ago i n  th e  C a lc a s ie u  

P a r i s h  a r e a  o f  game p o a c h in g . T h ese  t h i n g s  a r e  g o in g  o n . We 

a r e  lo o k in g  a t  a  s p e c i f i c  p ro b le m  r i g h t  now b u t  i t  lo o k s  l i k e  

to  me an d  th e  way I  f e e l  a b o u t i t  an d  t h e  way th e  b i g g e s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  m embers o f  o u r  c lu b s  f e e l  a b o u t i t .  We a r e  

e v a d in g  th e  i s s u e . I f  we n e e d  s t e e l  s h o t , I ' l l  b e  one o f  th e  

f i r s t  o n es  t o  s t a n d  up a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  

f i g h t  e v e ry  in c h  o f  th e  way f o r  s t e e l  s h o t . I 'm  a s k in g  th e  

C om m ission , r i g h t  h e r e , t o  s to p  and  t h in k  a b o u t t h i s  p ro b le m .

I f  th o s e  p e o p le  h u n t in g ,  one i s  u s in g  a  12 and  one i s  u s in g  a 

20 g a u g e , why s h o u ld  t h a t  man s h o o t in g  a  12 gau g e  h a v e  t o  u se  

s t e e l  s h o t .  I t ' s  n o t  r i g h t .  Now when t h e  arm s m a n u fa c tu r e r s  

come o u t  w i th  a  16 g a u g e , when th e y  come o u t  w i th  a  20 gauge 

s t e e l  s h o t ,  th e n  my g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  w i l l  s u p p o r t  s t e e l  s h o t  

b u t  u n t i l  t h a t  t im e ,  I  s t i l l  t h in k  we a r e  p l a y in g  c h i l d i s h  

gam es. I  t h in k  th e  u s e  o f  s t e e l  s h o t  a s  i t  i s  p u t  on r i g h t
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now in  c e r t a i n  l i t t l e  a r e a s , w h e th e r  th e y  c a l l  i t  " h o t  s p o t s " 

o r  w h e th e r  th e y  c a l l  i t  " p o l i t i c a l  s p o t s . "  No m a t t e r  w ha t th e  

i s s u e  i s  o r  w h ere  i t  i s  p u t  o u t , I  s t i l l  h a v e  t o  r e l y  on th e  

r e p o r t s  o f  th e  b i o l o g i s t s .  The p e o p le  t h a t  a r e  m aking th e s e  

s u r v e y s , t h e  p e o p le  t h a t  a r e  su p p o s e d  to  b e  i n  th e  know b e c a u s e  

I 'm  a  w o rk in g  man. When th e y  go an d  t a l k  a b o u t t h i n g s  l i k e  th e  

PCS c o u n t in  t h e  C a lc a s ie u  R iv e r ,  I  d o n 't  know w h a t th e y  a r e  

t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  1 h a v e  t o  r e l y  on  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t io n .  Somebody 

h a s  t o  e x p la in  t h e s e  t h in g s  t o  m e. They may b e  v e ry  s im p le  

t o  some p e o p le , b u t  n o t  to  me. The b i o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I  

h e a r  an d  some o f  th e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I  h e a r d  t o n i g h t  make a  l o t  o f  

s e n s e .

I  w a s n 't  c o n v in c e d  u n t i l  I  saw them  d i s s e c t i n g  o r  b i s e c t 

in g  th e  b i r d s  up h e r e .  I  saw them  e x p o s in g  th e  l e a d  s h o t . I  

saw  them  d o in g  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I  a l s o  h e a r d  p e o p le  s t a n d  up 

and  make th e  same s ta te m e n t  t h a t  w ha t we saw up h e r e  was a 

f a l l a c y .  I t  w a s n 't  100 p e r  c e n t  t r u e .  I  d o n 't  know. I 'm  a 

laym an .

What I  am s a y in g  i s  t h a t  we w o u ld  l i k e  to  h a v e  th e  

s t e e l  s h o t  s u s p e n s io n  f o r  t h e  upcom ing h u n t in g  s e a s o n .  We 

w o u ld  l i k e  t o  a s k  f o r  t h a t  an d  th e n  we w o u ld  l i k e  t o  a s k  t h a t  

t h i s  w h o le  p ro g ram  b e  r e s e a r c h e d  i n  e v e ry  c o n c e iv a b le  way and  

I 'm  s u r e  t h a t  m ost o f  th e  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w o u ld  g iv e  

t h e i r  t o t a l  s u p p o r t  i n  any  way th e y  c o u ld  t o  h a v e  t h i s  p ro g ram
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r e s e a r c h e d .  To h a v e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  b ro u g h t  o u t , s p e l l e d  o u t ,  

d e f in e d  b u t  I  d o n 't  t h in k  i t ' s  r i g h t  to  h id e  any  o f  th e  

r e p o r t s  o r  make s t a t i s t i c s  up t h e  way you  w a n t . I f  you w an t 

a s e t  o f  s t a t i s t i c s ,  you  can  make them  u p , make them  r e a d  

any  way you  w a n t. I  t h in k  t h a t  i f  i t  i s  a l l  b r o u g h t  o u t  in  

th e  o p e n , p u b l i c i z e d ,  made p u b l i c ,  e v e ry b o d y  knows w hat 

e v e ry b o d y  e l s e  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t . E x p la in  th e  l a t e s t  te rm s  

and  I  t h in k  t h e  w ho le  s t e e l  s h o t  i s s u e  may b e  d e c id e d  e a s i e r  

o r  t h e r e  may b e  l e s s  o p p o s i t io n  t o  i t  i f  t h e  p e o p le  can  u n d e r 

s t a n d  i t .

T h a t i s  p r i m a r i l y  w h a t o u r  t h r e e  c lu b s  a r e  in  f a v o r  

o f  d o in g . The t h r e e  p o i n t s : The s u s p e n s io n  o f  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t

t h i s  y e a r ,  an  open  m o ra to r iu m  an d  a t o t a l  r e s e a r c h  and  l e t ' s  

a l l  g e t  b a ck  t o g e t h e r  and  t a l k  a b o u t i t  n e x t  y e a r  w i th  m ore 

r e s e a r c h  and  m ore d a ta .  Thank y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. S m ith . N ext?

Anyone e l s e ?  Y e s , s i r .

MR. DON EVANS: I 'm  Don E vans from  S h r e v e p o r t , L a. I

h a v e  an  a d v e r t i s i n g  a g e n c y . My c r e d e n t i a l s  a r e  I 'm  a  h u n t e r ,

I  h a v e  b e en  w i th  Ducks U n lim ite d  f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s .  I  

h e lp e d  o r g a n iz e  th e  o r i g i n a l  d in n e r  i n  S h r e v e p o r t . I  t r u s t  

t h e  m e r i t s  o f  Ducks U n l im i te d .  The f a c t  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  

many t im e s  t o n ig h t  t h e  p ro s  and  cons a b o u t s t e e l  v e r s u s  l e a d  

s h o t . I  t h in k  one t h in g  t h a t  we m ust rem em ber i s  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y
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w h ich  i s  d u c k s . T h e re  i s  l e a d  p o i s o n in g .  T h e re  i s  no d o u b t 

a b o u t i t .  T h a t 's  b e e n  p r o v e n . H ow ever, I  t h in k  a s  i t  h a s  

b e e n  s a i d  e a r l i e r .  I  t h in k  we c o u ld  c o n c e n t r a t e  o u r  e n e r g ie s  

an d  o u r  t a l e n t  t o  f i n d  th e  b e t t e r  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  l e a d  t h a t  

we s h o u ld  go a lo n g  th o s e  l i n e s  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  b e en  p ro v e n  t h a t  

t h e  s t e e l  s h o t  a s  th e  c u re  i s  w o rse  th a n  t h e  d i s e a s e  b e c a u s e  

o f  c r i p p l i n g  so  I  t h in k  t h a t  we a r e  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  in  p r e s e r v 

in g  t h e  d u c k s , t h e  w a te r fo w l  r e s o u r c e , b u t  I  t h in k  we n e e d  to  

c h a n n e l  o u r  e f f o r t s  i n t o  f i n d i n g  a b e t t e r  and  m ore c o n c r e te  

s u b s t i t u t i o n  f o r  l e a d  w here  we w i l l  m a in ta in  t h i s  r e s o u r c e  and  

r e a l l y  f i n d  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  a c c e p ta b l e  t o  a l l  th e  h u n t e r s .

Thank y ou .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY; Thank y o u , M r. E v a n s . I s  t h e r e  

anyone  e l s e  who w o u ld  l i k e  t o  sp e a k ?  Y e s , s i r .  I 'm  p r e p a r e d  

to  s t a y  u n t i l  d a y l i g h t  an d  e a t  b r e a k f a s t  an d  come b a c k .

MR. BILL DAY: G e n tle m e n , I 'm  g o in g  t o  b e  v e ry  b r i e f

b e c a u s e  I  c a n ' t  g e t  b a c k  to  A le x a n d r ia  u n t i l  M r. L u t t r e l l  l e a v e s  

and  I  h a v e  to  g e t  up a t  t h r e e  o 'c l o c k  in  th e  m o rn in g . I  w an t 

to  s a y  one t h i n g .  T h e re  h a s  b e e n  some d i s p a r a g in g  rem ark s  made 

a b o u t t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  I ,  f o r  o n e , w ou ld  

p e r s o n a l l y  l i k e  t o  th a n k  my r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  an d  my s e n a to r s  who 

th o u g h t  enough  o f  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  t o  make a  v e ry  l e n g th y  and 

a v e ry  lo n g  t r i p  down h e r e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  p e o p le  w h ich  i s  

p r e c i s e l y  w ha t th e y  a r e  d o in g  and  p r e c i s e l y  w ha t th e y  w ere  e l e c t e d
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t o  do and  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t th e y  a r e  p a id  to  do . I  w ou ld  h a v e  

b e e n  g r o s s ly  d i s a p p o in t e d  in  o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e le g a t io n  h a d  i t  

n o t  a p p e a re d  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  M ost o f  them  d id .  The o t h e r s ,  q u i t e  

f r a n k l y ,  a r e  i n  A le x a n d r ia  r i g h t  now h o p in g  to  e l e c t  th e  new 

C ongressm an . I t ' s  c lo s e  t o  o u r  d i s t r i c t .  Now i f  p o l i t i c s  i s  

b a d , th e n  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  you  change  t h e  A m erican  way o f  d o in g  

t h i n g s  b u t  u n t i l  su c h  t im e  a s  t e n  th o u s a n d  w o rk in g  p e o p le  i n  

C e n t r a l  L o u is ia n a  can  h i r e  b u s e s  to  come down h e r e  and  in v a d e  

t h i s  m e e tin g , I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  w ork q u i t e  

n i c e l y  an d , g e n tle m e n , I  th a n k  you  f o r  t h e  t im e  you  h ave  g r a n te d  

m e.

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. Day. I  a g re e  w i th

y o u . Anyone e l s e ?

MR. RUSSELL DUCOTE: My name i s  R u s s e l l  D uco te  an d  when

I  saw h u n d re d s  o f  men show up h e r e  t o n i g h t  and  how many l e f t  

e a r l i e r  a s  I  saw Mr. W il le  r e a d in g  o f f  th e  nam es o f  t h e  p e o p le  

t h a t  l e f t ,  I  h a d  th e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  m ost o f  th e  p e o p le  h e r e  w ere  

d e f i n i t e l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  k e e p in g  l e a d  and  w ere  a g a i n s t  s t e e l  s h o t .  

I  t h in k  t h a t  was t h e  fo re g o n e  c o n c lu s io n .

I  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  you  a r e  g o in g  to  a l i e n a t e  m any, many 

s p o r tsm e n  and  h u n te r s  who s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  l e a d  s h o t  i s  b e t t e r  

th a n  s t e e l  s h o t . My q u e s t io n  i s  t h i s .  I f  you  a l i e n a t e  a l l  o f  

t h e s e  h u n te r s  and  j u s t  l o s e  th e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  Ducks U n lim ite d  

i s  w o rk in g  so  h a r d  t o  g e n e r a t e ,  w ha t i s  g o in g  to  b e  th e  u l t i m a t e
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e f f e c t  on th e  duck p o p u la t io n ?  We a r e  l o s i n g ,  c e r t a i n l y  we 

a r e  l o s i n g ,  2 , 3 , 4 , maybe 5 p e r c e n t  o f  ducks due to  l e a d  

p o i s o n in g .  I f  we l o s e  25 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  h u n t e r s  t h a t  a r e  

s u p p o r t in g  th e  d u c k s , s u p p o r t in g  th e  p ro g ram s t h a t  g e n e r a te  

m ore d u c k s , w e l l ,  we o u g h t t o  h a v e  m ore o r  l e s s  d u c k s . Mr. 

Y ancey , I  d o n 't  know i f  t h e r e  h a s  b e en  any  r e s e a r c h  done on 

t h i s  a s  f a r  a s  how much re v e n u e  we a r e  g o in g  to  l o s e  i n  t h i s  

s t a t e  due to  h u n te r s  n o t  h u n t in g .  How many p e o p le  w i l l  d i s 

c o n t in u e  s u p p o r t in g  Ducks U n l im i te d  and  I  t h in k  some c o n s i d e r 

a t i o n  s h o u ld  be  made a lo n g  t h e s e  l i n e s .  To me, i t  i s  j u s t  

a  q u e s t io n  o f  w hat g e n e r a t e s  m ore d u c k s . I t  i s  j u s t  l i k e  th e y  

w a n te d  to  c o n s e rv e  e n e rg y  i n  t h i s  c o u n tr y .  The id e a  w a s , w e l l ,  

i f  we j u s t  d r iv e  55 m ile s  p e r  h o u r , we w i l l  h a v e  m ore e n e rg y .

I  d o n 't  know how many d ro v e  up h e r e  to d a y  b u t  I  d o n 't  f e e l  

t h a t  m ost o f  you  d ro v e  55 . The p o i n t  i s  you  h a v e  to  h a v e  th e  

s u p p o r t  o f  th e  p e o p le  f o r  any  p ro g ram  t h a t  y o u  a r e  g o in g  to  

e n f o r c e .

I f  you  e n f o r c e  t h e  p e o p le  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  to  t a k e  t h i s  

p ro g ram  and  th e y  a r e  p e r s o n a l l y  n o t  i n  f a v o r  o f  i t , th e y  a r e  

n o t  g o in g  to  b a ck  up t h e  f e d e r a l  a g e n t  o v e r  h e r e .  He s a i d  he  

h a d  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  p e o p le .  B ut i f  you  t u r n  p e o p le  a g a i n s t  

t h e  p ro g ram  th e y  a r e  n o t  g o in g  t o  s u p p o r t  i t .  You c a n ' t .

You s a i d  y o u r s e l f  you  o n ly  h a v e  3 a g e n ts  p e r  p a r i s h .  What i s  

n e e d e d  i s  f o r  t h e  duck  h u n te r s  to  b e  b e h in d  c o n s e rv in g  d u c k s .
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I f  we a r e  l o s i n g  5 p e r c e n t  due t o  l e a d  p o i s o n in g ,  w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  

u n f o r t u n a t e .  I  w o u ld  s a y  by  h a v in g  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n . f r o m  

th e  duck h u n t e r s , I  t h in k  we w i l l  o f f s e t  t h a t  5 p e r c e n t  l o s s .  

I f  we a l i e n a t e  25 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  h u n t e r s , we a r e  g o in g  t o  l o s e  

th e  r e v e n u e . We a r e  n o t  g o in g  t o  b e  a b le  t o  e n f o r c e  th e  

p ro g ram s t h a t  we h a v e  now. We a r e  g o in g  t o  l o s e  w e t la n d  

p u r c h a s e s .  I  b e l i e v e  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o u g h t to  b e  w ha t we 

w o u ld  l o s e  i f  we e n f o r c e  t h e  s t e e l  s h o t . N ot j u s t  how many 

ducks we w ou ld  a c t u a l l y  s a v e  th e  l i v e s  o f ,  b u t  i t  s h o u ld  be  

th e  t o t a l  p ro g ram .

I  h a d  one o t h e r  t h o u g h t . I  came t o t a l l y  u n p re p a re d  

and  i t  s l i p p e d  my m ind .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: You d id  a  good j o b .

MR. DON WILLE: You a r e  d o in g  a  good  j o b .  Go r i g h t

a h e a d . T h in k  a b o u t i t .

MR. RUSSELL DUCOTE: I  t h in k  t h a t ' s  a b o u t i t .  I  j u s t

w is h e d  th e  Com m ission c o u ld  g iv e  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to  th e  

t o t a l  p i c t u r e  o f  l e s s  th a n  3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  num ber o f  ducks 

t h a t  we h a v e . I  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  y o u  l o s e  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  

p e o p le  y o u  a r e  g o in g  t o  l o s e  a  l o t  m ore th a n  j u s t  5 p e r c e n t  

o f  t h e  d u c k s .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: T h a t 's  a  good p o i n t .

MR. RUSSELL DUCOTE: Thank y o u , s i r .

MR. SONNIER: Mr. C ha irm an , in  an sw er to  t h e  r e b u t t a l
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I  h a v e  some in  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p e o p le  t h a t  h a v e  sp o k en  in  s u p p o r t  

o f  s t e e l  s h o t  an d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i s t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .

As I  s e e  i t ,  maybe I 'm  w ro n g , th e  b i o l o g i s t s  p la y  a  s u p p o r t iv e  

r o l e .  No m a t t e r  w h a t h i s  reco m m en d a tio n s  a r e  th e  w i l l  o f  t h e  

p e o p le  i s  w hat i t  i s  a l l  a b o u t .  I  t h in k  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  th e  

i d e a  h e r e  t o n ig h t  was t h a t  th e  s p o r tsm e n  do n o t  w an t th e  s t e e l  

s h o t  an d  we s h o u ld  go by  t h e  w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le  r a t h e r  th a n  

th e  b i o l o g i s t .  W ith  a l l  due r e s p e c t  to  th e  b i o l o g i s t s  h e r e  

t o n i g h t . Thank y o u .

MR. RUSSELL DUCOTE: I f  we a r e  l o s i n g  5 p e r c e n t  t o  l e a d

p o is o n in g  and  th e  p r e s e n t  duck l i m i t  i s  1 0 , a s  a  com prom ise 

w o u ld  i t  make any s e n s e  to  s a y  r e d u c e  t h e  l i m i t  from  10 ducks 

t o  9 ducks and  i n c r e a s e  t o  10 p e r c e n t  s a v in g  on  ducks r a t h e r  

th a n  5 p e r c e n t . I  t h in k  t h i s  w o u ld  be  a  good  a n sw e r t o  th e  

o t h e r  s t a t e s  a s  f a r  a s  L o u i s i a n a 's  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  i s s u e .  I  

d o n ' t  t h in k  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  L o u is ia n a  w o u ld  b e  t h e  o n ly  one  s t a t e , 

s e e ,  who r e f u s e s  to  u s e  s t e e l  s h o t .  I  t h in k  t h a t  w ou ld  s e t  us 

u p . We w ou ld  b e  s a v in g  ducks o u r s e l v e s . We w o u ld  lo o k  b a d  in  

p l a c e s  o f  th e  N a tio n  so  t o  sp e a k  b u t  i f  we c o u ld  t e l l  th e  

c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  t h i s  man h e r e ,  p e o p le  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  

th e  N a t io n ,  t h a t  we i n  L o u is ia n a  a r e  n o t  c e r t a i n  a s  to  th e  

e f f e c t s  o f  l e a d  p o is o n in g  and  th e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  u se  o f  s t e e l  

s h o t .

What we w o u ld  l i k e  t o  do i s  r e d u c e  o u r  l i m i t  by  one
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d u c k , o r  10 p e r c e n t , an d  g iv e  th e  m a t t e r  m ore s tu d y .  I  t h in k  

m ost o f  t h e  men h e r e  t o n i g h t  w o u ld  s a y ,  w e l l ,  lo o k ,  I ' l l  ta k e  

9 ducks a s  my l i m i t  an d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p o p u la t i o n  by  10 p e r c e n t  

due t o  o u r  s h o o t in g .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  s h o u ld  

n o t  lo o k  u s  down in  L o u is ia n a  f o r  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  and  i t  seem s to  

me a com prom ixe t h a t  m ig h t make s e n s e  and  make y o u r  d e c i s io n  

a l i t t l e  b i t  e a s i e r .  Thank y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. D u c o te . The

C h a ir  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  s e e  a  show o f  h a n d s  i n  t h i s  a u d ie n c e  

t o n i g h t  who a g re e  w i th  Mr. D u c o te 's  p r o p o s i t i o n  h e r e  to  re d u c e  

th e  b ag  l i m i t  by  o n e . R educe by  10 p e r c e n t  t h e  am ount o f  

ducks k i l l e d .

I s  t h e r e  anyone  e l s e ?

MR. BOB SMITH: I  c o u ld  go on f o r  q u i t e  a  w h i le  b u t  

I 'm  j u s t  g o in g  to  p ic k  o u t  one o r  two p o i n t s  a b o u t th e  i s s u e .

I 'm  Bob S m ith , U. S . F i s h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e .

One p o in t  h e r e  a b o u t th e  c r e d e n t i a l s  o f  th e  c r e d i t a b i l 

i t y  o f  Tom R o s te r  w h ic h  i s  an  i s s u e  h e r e .  I 'm  n o t  s u r e  in  

w ha t way b u t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  h a s  a d e g re e  i n  jo u r n a l i s m ,

I  b e l i e v e ,  was b e in g  h e l d  a g a i n s t  h im . I  d o n ' t  know w hat t h a t  

i s  a l l  a b o u t b u t  I  h a p p e n e d  t o  sp e n d  a day w i th  R o s te r  and  a l l  

o f  t h e  b a l l i s t i c s  e x p e r t s  a t  R em in g to n . We s p e n t  a lm o s t a 

w ho le  day t h e r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  I  was v e ry  im p re s s e d  

w i th  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  t o  h im  an d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  w ere  m ost
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i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w h a t h e  h a d  t o  s a y . They a g re e d  w i th  a lm o s t 

e v e r y th in g  h e  s a i d .  In  f a c t ,  th e y  a g re e d  w i th  e v e r y th in g  he  

s a i d .  What h a d  b e e n  h a p p e n in g  to  R em ington  Arms was v e ry  

s i m i l a r  to  w ha t h e  was d e s c r i b i n g  on h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  a t  T u l ly  

L a k e . So t h e r e  a r e  some b a l l i s t i c s  p e o p le  who r e s p e c t  h i s  

ju d g em en t and  b e c a u s e  I  w i tn e s s e d  i t .  F r a n k ly ,  I  d o n ' t  c a re  

w h a t h e  i s  i f  h e  h a s  a n sw e rs  to  th e  q u e s t io n s  I  am i n t e r e s t e d  

i n .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  same p e r s o n  r e f e r r e d  to  K y s ic k y  and  Madson 

on t h a t  c r i p p l i n g  l o s s  e s t im a t e  f o r  b a ck  a b o u t 1 9 7 3 -4 . K y s ic k y  

an d  Mads on a r e  n o t  b a l l i s t i c s  e x p e r t s  and  t h a t  e s t im a te  was 

ack n o w led g ed  to  b e  i n c o r r e c t  b y  them . N ot p u b l i s h e d  a s  t h a t  

e s t im a t e  was made b u t  l a t e r  in  s m a ll  g ro u p s  th e y  ack n o w led g ed  

t h a t  e s t im a te  was i n  e r r o r .  I t  i s  s o r t  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  

th e y  n e v e r  p u b l i s h e d  th e  e r r o r .

R e g a rd in g  th e  S a n d e rs o n - I rw in  r e p o r t , t h a t  h a s  a  v e ry  

lo n g  s t o r y  t h a t  g o es w i th  i t .  I ' l l  t r y  t o  b e  v e ry  b r i e f  a b o u t 

i t .  T h a t t e s t  was d e s ig n e d  to  d e te rm in e  th e  ty p e  o f  m ix tu re  

s h o t  t h a t  w ould  b e  a c c e p ta b l e  a s  a  n o n - t o x i c  s h o t . I t  in v o lv e d  

a  t e s t i n g  o f  m ix tu r e s  o f  l e a d  and  s t e e l  an d  t h e r e  w ere  m ix tu r e s  

from  l i k e  40 p e r  c e n t  l e a d ,  50 p e r  c e n t  l e a d ,  60 p e r c e n t  l e a d .  

One o f  th e  t e s t s  was c o n d u c te d  on a  p h e a s a n t  p e n . As I  u n d e r 

s t a n d  i t ,  a  pen  t h a t  u s e d  f o r  p h e a s a n ts  an d  ducks f o r  many 

y e a r s .  The s o i l s  o f  t h a t  p e n  w ere  v e ry  h ig h  i n  o r g a n ic  a c id s  

from  th e  f e e d  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  f e d  to  t h e s e  b i r d s  and  e x c r e t i o n  

o f  t h e s e  b i r d s  i n  t h a t  p en  o v e r  many y e a r s .
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We d is c u s s e d  a t  some l e n g th  i n  th e  f i n a l  e n v iro n m e n ta l  

im p a c t s ta te m e n t  w h ich  was p u b l i s h e d  in  J a n u a ry  1976 th e  f a c t  

t h a t  v a r io u s  d i e t s  h av e  a  trem en d o u s  i n f lu e n c e  on th e  am ount 

o f  l e a d  t h a t  i s  b e in g  a b s o rb e d  i n t o  th e  b lo o d  and  t i s s u e s  

and  th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  l e a d  on th e  m o r t a l i t y .  We c i t e d  some 

ex am p le s  o f  f e e d in g  P u r in a  Chow to  ducks an d  th e y  s u r v iv e d  

l e a d  d o s in g .  I t  h a s  b e e n  known an d  d i s c u s s e d  a t  some l e n g th  

i n  1959 . T h ere  a r e  d i e t s  w h ich  p r o t e c t  b i r d s  from  le a d  

p o i s o n in g .  T h is  i s  no s e c r e t .

The s o i l s  in  t h i s  pen  w h ich  w ere  h ig h  i n  o r g a n ic  a c id s  

p r o t e c t e d  th e  b i r d s  i n  one t e s t  an d  in  e f f e c t  i t  i n v a l i d a t e d  

th e  t e s t  b e c a u s e  we w ere  t r y i n g  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  40 p e r c e n t  

l e a d  was m ore t o x i c  th a n  50 p e r c e n t  l e a d  an d  60 p e r c e n t , so  

th e  t e s t  h a d  to  b e  c o n d u c te d  o v e r  a g a in .

The f a c t  t h a t  ducks w ere  d o se d  w i th  l e a d  in  th e  e x p e r i 

m ent an d  s u r v iv e d  i s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n .  We l e a r n e d  

so m e th in g  from  i t .  We l e a r n  so m e th in g  e v e ry  t im e  we do an 

e x p e r im e n t  b u t  i t  h a d  v e ry  l i t t l e  t o  do w i th  th e  d e c i s io n  o r  

w o u ld n 't  h ave  h a d  a n y th in g  to  do w i th  th e  d e c i s io n  i n  any 

r e s p e c t  b e c a u s e  s i m i l a r  t e s t s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  in  o t h e r  

s i t u a t i o n s  on o t h e r  d i e t s .  I t  w as n o th in g  m ag ic  a b o u t s o i l  

i n  g e n e r a l  b e c a u s e  ducks h a d  b e e n  t e s t e d  on s o i l s .  I t  was 

n o t  th e  f i r s t  d o s in g  e x p e r im e n t  e v e r  c o n d u c te d  on s o i l s  in  

s p i t e  o f  w hat was s a i d  h e r e . S o i l s  a r e  n o t  m a g ic , th e y  d ie
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w h e th e r  th e y  a r e  on s o i l  o r  on w i r e .  So , I  d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  

w h a t you  w ou ld  do on t h a t .  The r e p o r t  w as s u b m it te d  t o  us 

a b o u t 10 m onths a f t e r  we p u b l i s h e d  t h e  f i n a l  e n v iro n m e n ta l  

im p a c t s t a te m e n t  on s t e e l  s h o t ,  b u t  i f  we h a d  g o t t e n  i t  b e f o r e ,  

I 'm  s t i l l  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  i t  w ou ld  h a v e  any  b e a r in g  b e c a u s e  t h e  

d e c i s io n s  a b o u t l e a d  p o i s o n in g  a r e  b a s e d  on d o s in g  o f  w i ld  b i r d s .  

What h a p p e n s  to  w i ld  b i r d s  i s  n o t  b a s e d  on h u n d re d s  o f  

e x p e r im e n ts  on w ir e  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  

tw e n ty  y e a r s .  I  h a v e  to  make one p o i n t  on t h e  f i lm  w here  D r.

K e r r  c u t s  o u t  a l e a d  p e l l e t  an d  th e n  s a y s  t h i s  b i r d  h a d  l e a d  

p o i s o n in g .  T h a t was a  s e r i e s  t h a t  to o k  a b o u t two an d  a  h a l f  

m in u te s  and  I  am t o t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  f i r s t  two m in u te s  

b e in g  c u t  o u t o f  th e  f i lm  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was n o t  t im e  f o r  i t  

b u t  h e  i d e n t i f i e d  f i v e  o r  s i x  th in g s  on t h a t  b i r d  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  i t  h a d  l e a d  p o is o n in g  b u t  t h e  e d i t o r s  c u t  a l l  o f  i t  o u t  

e x c e p t  th e  l a s t  seg m en ts  w h ic h  you  saw  an d  t h a t  w as my f a u l t  

and  I  a p o lo g iz e .

MR. DON WILLE: Mr. S m ith , I  w o u ld  j u s t  l i k e  to  a s k  you

one q u e s t io n  and  I  am c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  e m b a rra s s  y o u  o r  

a n y th in g  up h e r e  b u t  I  h a v e  b e e n  to  W ash in g to n  on a  c o u p le  o f  

o c c a s io n s  w ith  t h i s  C om m ission an d  m et w i th  Mr. G re e n w a lt .  I t  

was my u n d e r s ta n d in g  a t  t h a t  t im e  t h a t  th e  B e l l r o s e  r e p o r t  was 

t o t a l l y  u n a c c e p ta b le  t o  you  f o l k s  up t h e r e .  U n le ss  my memory



141

d o e s n 't  s e r v e  me c o r r e c t l y , and  now a l l  o f  a  su d d en  i t ' s  

a c c e p t a b l e .  Does t h i s  mean t h a t  y o u  p e o p le  a r e  r e a l l y  

c o n c e iv in g  t h a t  we a r e  i n  f a c t  i n  th e  C e n t r a l  F lyw ay?

MR. BOB SMITH: I 'm  t a l k i n g  a b o u t th e  S a n d e rs o n - I rw in

r e p o r t  now.

MR. DON WILLE: You made a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  B e l l r o s e

r e p o r t .

MR. BOB SMITH: The B e l l r o s e  l e a d  p o is o n in g  r e p o r t

w h ich  w as p u b l i s h e d  in  1959 .

MR. DON WILLE: Y es, s i r ,  b u t  th e  B e l l r o s e  r e p o r t  h a d

n e v e r  b e e n  a c c e p te d  b y  th e  U. S. F i s h  an d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e .  

When we w en t up t h e r e  th e y  t o l d  u s i t  was t o t a l l y  u n a c c e p ta b le  

an d  now a l l  o f  a  su d d e n , i t  i s  a c c e p t a b l e .  I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?

MR. BOB SMITH: I  d o n ' t  e v e n  know w h a t you  a r e  t a l k i n g

a b o u t .  I  h ave  no id e a  w h a t you  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t b e c a u s e  I  

am t a l k i n g  a b o u t a  l e a d  p o i s o n in g  r e p o r t  by  B e l l r o s e .

MR. DON WILLE: Uh h u h . OK.

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , Mr. S m ith .

MR. BOB SMITH: A l l  r i g h t .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y th in g  e l s e  t o  s a y ,

come on b a c k . I 'm  s o r r y .

MR. BOB SMITH: I  w o u ld  l i k e  f o r  D r. F r i e n d  t o  comment

on th e  r e p o r t  from  S a sk a tc h e w a n , i f  we c o u ld  h av e  a b o u t a
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m in u te  t o  do t h a t .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Y e s , s i r .

DR. MILTON FRIEND: I 'm  M il to n  F r i e n d ,  U. S . F is h  and

W i l d l i f e  S e r v ic e .  I  s u r e  hope  nobody  le a v e s  h e r e  t h in k in g  

t h a t  th e  c u re  f o r  a v ia n  c h o le r a  i s  l e a d  p o i s o n in g .

T h a t i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n  S a sk a tch e w an  i s  a  v e ry  good 

p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d .  I  d i s c u s s e d  th e  d e s ig n  o f  t h a t  s tu d y  a t  

th e  tim e  i t  was b e in g  s e t  up f o r  a  g r a d u a te  s tu d e n t  who r a n  

i t .  The s tu d y  a s  i t  i s  d e s ig n e d  and  as  i t  w as r u n .  I t  i s  

n o t  a t e s t . I t ' s  a  s i t u a t i o n  I  d e s c r ib e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .

The s i t u a t i o n  I  d e s c r ib e d  i n  th e  f i e l d  an d  t h e  c o n c e rn  

t h a t  we h av e  g o es b a c k  i n t o  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  many ty p e s  o f  

o t h e r  s t u d i e s  done on o t h e r  a n im a ls  w h ich  show i n  y o u r  

s u s p e c t io n  o f  l e a d - p o is o n e d  a n im a ls  i n c l u d i n g  m an. I f  any  o f  

you e v e r  h a d  a  h e rp e s  s o r e ,  p r o b a b ly  th e  b e s t  way I  can  e x p la in  

i t  t o  you . T h a t s o r e  a p p e a rs  on y o u r  l i p  an d  i t  g o es aw ay.

When i t  goes away y o u  h a v e  becom e a c a r r i e r  o f  t h a t  v i r u s .

Now when you a r e  a  c a r r i e r  w i th  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  v i r u s , we

c a n n o t d e t e c t  i t  i n  y o u . No w ay. We c o u ld  t e s t  you  from

now t o  tom orrow  an d  f o r e v e r .  Now so m e th in g  h a p p en s  t o  you

t o  s t r e s s  i t  i n  some m a n n e r : p h y s i o l o g i c a l ,  v a r io u s  ty p e s

o f  c o n d i t i o n s .  A l l  o f  a  su d d e n , th e  s o r e  r e a p p e a r s . You

now make a t r a n s i t i o n  from  a c a r r i e r  t o  a  s h e d d e r . As a  s h e d d e r ,

y o u  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  i n f e c t i n g  o t h e r s  and  t h a t ' s  w ha t we a r e
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c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t i n  th e  f i e l d .  When you ta k e  a  b i r d  t h a t  i s  

a  c a r r i e r  o f  a v ia n  c h o le r a  and  you  s t r e s s  i t  by d e b i l i t a t i n g  

i t  w i th  so m e th in g  su ch  a s  l e a d  and  i t  s t a r t s  t o  sh e d  th e  

o rg a n is m s  i n t o  t h e  e n v iro n m e n t and  i n f e c t  o t h e r  s u s c e p t i b l e s . 

A l l  you  n e e d  to  do i s  b r e a k  t h a t  one s h e d d e r , t h a t ' s  a l l , 

and  y o u  h av e  a  p ro b le m . T h a t 's  w ha t we saw i n  S o u th  D a k o ta . 

T w e n ty - f iv e  h u n d re d  snow g e e s e  b i t  t h e  d u s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t .

I t  i s  a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  was t e s t e d  in  th e  

e x p e r im e n t  i n  C anada. They d id  n o t  h a v e  c a r r i e r  b i r d s .  I t  

lo o k e d  s t r i c t l y  a t  t h e  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  . . . l a y in g  on 

to p  o f  one a n o th e r .  I  h a v e  done many s t u d i e s  w i th  many a g e n t s ,  

v i r u s e s , b a c t e r i a ,  v a r io u s  p e s t i c i d e s  and  th e y  a l l  g iv e  

c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  th e  r e s u l t s  w i th  th e  same a g e n t s . The same 

k in d  o f  b i r d s  d e p e n d in g  on t h e  whim o f  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  

s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  s e t  u p . The two s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  t o t a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t .  They a r e  n o t  a n a lo g o u s  an d  one s tu d y  does n o t  

r e f u t e  t h e  o t h e r .  They b o th  t r e a t  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s .

T hank y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , D r. F r ie n d .

Anyone e l s e ?

FROM THE FLOOR (Mr. Day) : Has t h i s  a v ia n  c h o le r a

o r  b o tu l i s m  o r  v i r a l  e n t e r i t i s  e v e r  b e e n  a  p ro b le m  on 

C a ta h o u la  Lake? I f  s o ,  we h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  i t .
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CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Mr. Day, I  w o u ld n 't  know. Mr.

Y ancey m ig h t know t h a t .

MR. RICHARD YANCEY; I 'm  n o t  aw are  o f  any d i s e a s e  

p ro b le m  o t h e r  th a n  from  l e a d  p o is o n in g  on C a ta h o u la  L ake .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Y es, s i r .

MR. SCOTT MCNAMARA: My name i s  S c o t t  McNamara an d  I

l i v e  h e r e  i n  L a f a y e t t e .  My o c c u p a t io n  i s  i n  e d u c a t io n .  My 

p r o f e s s i o n  i s  i n  e c o lo g y . I  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a  d e g re e  from  (? )  

S c h o o l and  I  g iv e  you  t h i s  f o r  w ha t i t  i s  w o r th .  T h is  i s  a  

s h o r t  s ta te m e n t  h e r e .  The m ain  i s s u e  I  s e e  h e r e  i s  s p e c ie s  

s u r v i v a l .  By s u r v i v a l  I 'm  n o t  l e a d in g  to  e x t i n c t i o n  b u t  t o  

maximum s u s t a i n a b l e  y i e l d .  I  p u t  to  th e  C om m ission a  t a s k  o f  

b e in g  th e  p r o t e c t o r  and  th e  v o ic e  o f  w i l d l i f e .  I  s e e  s t e e l  

s h o t  a s  one av en u e  by  w h ic h  we may b y p a s s  l e a d  p o is o n in g  w h ic h  i s  

s h o r t e n in g  l i f e  sp a n s  an d  n u m b ers . Thank y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Thank y o u , s i r .  Anyone e l s e ?

I s  t h e r e  anyone e l s e  who w is h e s  t o  make any com m ents?

MR. TOM ROSTER: I  w o u ld  j u s t  l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  one p o i n t .

I  assum e my b a c k g ro u n d  i s  known to  th e  C om m ission b e c a u s e  I  

w as i n v i t e d  h e r e  t o  sp e a k  and  I  d i d n ' t  w an t t o  b o r e  th e  a u d ie n c e  

w i th  my b a c k g ro u n d . As f a r  a s  b a l l i s t i c s  i s  c o n c e rn e d , t h e r e  

i s  no  su c h  d e g re e  a s  a  d e g re e  i n  b a l l a s t i c s  an d  n o  b a l l a s t i c i a n  

h a s  a  d e g re e  i n  b a l l a s t i c s .  F o r  e x am p le , Mr. B a x te r ,  who was 

q u o te d  a s  a  s o u rc e  o f  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  my m a t e r i a l  i s  a  c h e m ic a l
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e n g in e e r .  So , th o s e  t h a t  come i n t o  t h e  w o r ld  o f  b a l l a s t i c s , 

l i k e  m y s e lf ,  h a v e  done r e s e a r c h  in  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  O regon 

I n s t i t u t e  o f  te c h n o lo g y  f o r  s i x  y e a r s . We o f t e n  come i n t o  

i t  w i th  a  d i s p a r i t y  and  d i v e r s io n  o f  b a c k g ro u n d s . I  am n o t  

a  b a l l a s t i c i a n  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  an arm s company m eans 

a  b a l l a s t i c i a n  a s  som eone who w orks a c t i v e l y  i n  a  b a l l a s t i c s  

l a b o r a t o r y  f o r - a n  arm s com pany.

As a  p r o f e s s o r ,  I  w orked  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t  p e r s o n  in  

b a l l a s t i c s  r e s e a r c h  an d  d id  b a l l a s t i c s  c o n c u l t i n g  f o r  

num erous com pan ies an d  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t im e .

The o n ly  o t h e r  p o i n t  I  w an t t o  make i s  th e  g e n tle m a n , I  

b e l i e v e  Ju d g e  L e e , made s e v e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  my a r t i c l e  and  

r a t h e r  th a n  b o re  you  w i th  d e t a i l s  I  w o u ld  j u s t  l i k e  to  sa y  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  one s ta te m e n t  h e  made c o n c e rn in g  my a r t i c l e  

was e i t h e r  a c c u r a t e  o r  c o r r e c t .  In  e a c h  an d  e v e ry  c a se  he  

made a  f a l s e  s ta te m e n t  o r  drew  a f a l s e  c o n c lu s io n  a b o u t w hat 

I  d id  o r  d id  n o t  s a y  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e . Thank y o u .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: Ju d g e  L ee .

JUDGE LEE: I  b e g  t o  d i f f e r  w i th  y o u  Mr. R o s te r  b e c a u s e

I  r e a d  d i r e c t l y  from  y o u r  a r t i c l e .  I  d o n ' t  make i t  a  h a b i t  

o f  com ing b e f o r e  t h i s  a u g u s t  body  o r  any  o t h e r  body  and  make 

f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t s . I  to o k  y o u r  a r t i c l e  a s  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  and  

I  h av e  i t  r i g h t  h e r e  and  I  r e a d  from  i t .  In  f a c t ,  I  f u r n i s h e d  

some o f  th e  Commis s io n  Members c o p ie s  o f  i t  and  I  r e a d



146

d i r e c t l y  from  y o u r  b a l l a s t i c s  r e p o r t  t h a t  was c o n ta in e d  

t h e r e i n  and  I  r e a d  d i r e c t l y  from  th e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  

t h a t  you  p u b l i s h e d  i n  DU. I  d id  n o t  m i s s t a t e , m is q u o te , 

o r  m is r e p r e s e n t  w ha t y o u  h a d  i n  t h a t  a r t i c l e .  You w ro te  i t ;  

y o u  l i v e  w i th  i t .

I  d id  n o t  l i e  n o r  d id  I  i n s i n u a t e  a n y th in g .  I  r e a d  

c o ld ,  h a r d  s im p le  f a c t s  an d  X r e g r e t  t h a t  you  h a d  t o  make 

a  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  you  j u s t  m ade . I  h o p e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld n ’ t  

g e t  t o  t h a t .

CHAIRMAN DOYLE BERRY: G e n tlem en , I 'm  g o in g  t o  s h u t

th e  m e e tin g  down b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  a  name c a l l i n g  c o n t e s t . 

(M e e tin g  a d jo u rn e d )

I  do h e re b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  th e  above 

an d  f o r e g o in g  (146 p a g e s )  i s  a  t r u e  

and  c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  

t a p e  r e c o r d in g  o f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  

h e r e i n  t r a n s c r i b e d  by  me.

J  , . ____ e S e c r e t a r y
L a . D e p t . o f  W i l d l i f e  and  F i s h e r i e s


